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The Local Action for Biodiversity (LAB) Project is a 3 year project which was

initiated by the City of Cape Town, supported by the eThekwini Municipality

(Durban), and developed in conjunction with ICLEI – Local Governments for

Sustainability and partners. ICLEI is an international association of local

governments and national and regional local government organisations that

have made a commitment to sustainable development. LAB is a project

within ICLEI’s biodiversity programme, which aims to assist local

governments in their efforts to conserve and sustainably manage

biodiversity.

Local Action for Biodiversity involves a select number of cities worldwide and

focuses on exploring the best ways for local governments to engage in urban

biodiversity conservation, enhancement, utilisation and management. The

Project aims to facilitate understanding, communication and support among

decision-makers, citizens and other stakeholders regarding urban biodiversity

issues and the need for local action. It emphasises integration of biodiversity

considerations into planning and decision-making processes. Some of the

specific goals of the Project include demonstrating best practice urban

biodiversity management; provision of documentation and development of

biodiversity management and implementation tools; sourcing funding from

national and international agencies for biodiversity-related development

projects; and increasing global awareness of the importance of biodiversity

at the local level.

The Local Action for Biodiversity Project is hosted within the ICLEI Africa

Secretariat at the City of Cape Town, South Africa and partners with ICLEI,

IUCN, Countdown 2010, the South African National Biodiversity Institute

(SANBI), and RomaNatura. For more information, please visit www.iclei.org/lab



Leicester is one of the oldest cities in England with a history

going back 2000 years. Its importance was first recognised by

the Romans and later by the Danes, who used it as a strategic

stronghold to control the Midlands. Since then it has

developed into a major commercial and manufacturing centre, known better for the

diversity of its trade than for its dependence on a single industry. With this manufacturing

and trade came the Grand Union Canal and major railway routes, which now make up

the important green biodiversity corridors for the city. 

The city is also low lying with large flood-plain wetland to the North and South of the city.

This flood plain has provided the two most substantial areas of unimproved green space

at either end of the canal and acts as a huge green lung for the city.

Leicester was Britain’s first Environment City, awarded in 1990 in recognition of the many

environmental achievements made in the City together with the commitment to local

sustainable development shown by a wide variety of local organisations. 

The two partners in Leicester’s participation in the Local Action for Biodiversity (LAB)

project, Leicester City Council and Groundwork Leicester and Leicestershire

(Groundwork) have a long track record of working together. The partnership is reflected

in this report and has helped to conserve the wildlife resource we share in the city.

Leicester City Council has a strong EMAS (Eco-Management and Audit Scheme) which

monitors the quality of green space and biodiversity in the city, it is a Beacon Council (a

scheme recognising excellence and innovation in local government) and recognises the

key place that biodiversity has in the city in its Environmental Policy. Participation in

green spaces in Leicester is high, with people getting involved in many different ways

and for many different reasons. This has always been encouraged and with Groundwork
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Leicester and Leicestershire (along with other organisations) volunteers help with the

management of some of Leicester’s key nature reserves; people learn more about our

natural heritage; and communities build ownership for their local green space.

We welcome the opportunity to share our experiences of

working with biodiversity in the urban environment and

look forward to learning from other LAB members.
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This document forms part of a set of biodiversity

reports produced by participant cities of the Local

Action for Biodiversity (LAB) Project. It represents

a critical starting point: a status quo assessment of

biodiversity and its management in each LAB city.

Each biodiversity report covers four key themes*,

namely:

•  Ecology

•  Governance

•  Integration

•  Participation

Each biodiversity report will be drawn upon to

contribute significant and useful information for

the compilation, by the LAB Project Team, of a

Biodiversity Toolkit document. This document will

contain best practice theory and examples,

principles, strategies etc. for use by cities to better

manage and integrate biodiversity into planning.

The Toolkit will in turn contribute towards further

steps in the LAB process.

The five steps in the LAB process are as follows:

Step 1: Development of a biodiversity report that

documents the current state of biodiversity

and its management within each city

Step 2: Ensuring long-term commitment by city

leadership to sustainable biodiversity

management through LAB cities formally

signing a local government biodiversity

declaration

Step 3: Development of a 10-year biodiversity

action plan and framework that will

include commitments to biodiversity

implementation plans and integration

within broader city plans

Step 4: LAB cities’ formal acceptance of their 10-

year biodiversity action plans and

frameworks

Step 5: Implementation of five new on-the-ground

biodiversity interventions by the end of the

three-year project

These reports create a unique opportunity for

profiling the importance of urban biodiversity, and

innovation in its management, on a global scale.

They are the foundation not only of the long-term

plans that each city will develop to enhance,

protect and develop their urban biodiversity, but

also collectively form the basis for the development

of LAB as a highly effective global urban

biodiversity initiative.

LAB Project Team

May 2007

Cape Town

PREFACE
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ECOLOGY

Leicester’s ecology, although not strategically important
in terms of rare or threatened species or habitats is
diverse and interesting. As with most cities biodiversity
is fragile and under threat from many different areas
such as habitat loss and fragmentation, but the key
corridors existing in Leicester are well managed and
thriving. It is hoped that involvement with this project
and the awareness it can help to raise will help Leicester
to further expand these corridors for the benefit of
wildlife.

GOVERNANCE

Leicester City Council manages the majority of green
space in the city under its Parks Service. Biodiversity is
overseen by the Nature Conservation Officer. Some of
the sites which are seen as more important for nature
conservation are managed through a long standing
partnership between Leicester City Council and
Groundwork Leicester and Leicestershire. This
partnership has lead to many interesting projects and
has enabled biodiversity planning to start looking at
areas of green space not owned by the city council such
as allotments and gardens.

INTEGRATION

Integration with other departments in Leicester City
Council is less well developed, but biodiversity is a key
indicator in the Eco-Management Audit Scheme and as
such performance is monitored and resources allocated
appropriately. The Parks service within Leicester City
Council is best placed to increase its impact on
biodiversity and recent training events for staff aim to
bring biodiversity issues to the fore.

PARTICIPATION

Leicester City Council has a strong track record of
working with and including many public groups on its
parks and green spaces. The partnership that exists with
Groundwork is also key in involving volunteers in
nature reserve management. There are other
organisations involving members of the public in green
spaces such as British Trust for Conservation Volunteers
(BTCV) and local Friends of Groups (groups taking a
particular interest in their local green space). There are
plans for increased participation.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

ANCIENT OAK IN BRAUNSTONE PARK



LOCALITY MAP
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1. ECOLOGY
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1.1. BIODIVERSITY DEFINITION

'Biodiversity’ is a word that has become common usage
after the ‘Earth Summit’ held in Rio in 1992.  It simply
means the variety of life on Earth.  It includes common
as well as rare species, genetic diversity within a species,
and the habitats in which species live.

The underlying reasons why we should conserve
biodiversity in the City include a moral obligation,
aesthetic and cultural purposes, good stewardship, benefit
to society, commercial gain and economic value.  
•   We should hand on to the next generation an

environment no less rich than the one we ourselves
inherited

•   Contact with wildlife and natural places helps to reduce
and ameliorate the stresses of living in an urban area

•   Wildlife and natural places enrich our lives; artists have
been inspired by the nature around them

•   Natural processes can help to protect our city from the
risk of flood damage, pollution, climate change, etc.

•   A high quality natural environment can help to bring
about economic regeneration

•   It is sustainable - wildlife 'on the doorstep' means that
people who live in the city can visit, enjoy and learn
about natural places close to home, without the need to
travel

•   Loss of biodiversity in the countryside due to
agricultural management, development and pollution
means that the relative significance of urban
biodiversity has increased

•   Natural and accessible open spaces are important for
our health and wellbeing, and can help promote a sense
of community through voluntary work and local
ownership

1.2. BIODIVERSITY MAP

The attached Biodiversity Map (biodiversity network map)
shows two categories of sites: Sites of Importance for
Nature Conservation (also known as SINCs or Local
Wildlife Sites), and Biodiversity Enhancement Sites.   These
are non-statutory designations – Leicester has no statutory
nature conservation sites designated for their wildlife
value.   The map also shows local and regional wildlife
corridors.  

SINCs or Local Wildlife Sites are selected following
local criteria set out in the guidelines for their selection
published by Leicestershire County Council in 2001.
The selection criteria reflect local and regional
Biodiversity Action Plan targets and priorities for
habitats and species.   The County’s guidelines (which
cover the area of Leicester, Leicestershire and Rutland)
define Local Wildlife Sites (or SINCs) as: 

'. . . important reservoirs of rare, local and declining native
species and the best examples of typical Leicester, Leicestershire
and Rutland habitats.  [LWS or] SINCs may also be areas of
ecological interest that provide people with the opportunity to
learn about, appreciate and experience habitats and species of
the natural world.'

In Leicester, Leicestershire and Rutland (Rutland being a
small county next to Leicestershire and included in the
BAP), SINCs or Local Wildlife Sites are selected for one
of 5 reasons: 
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21. Ethel Road verge
22. Evington Park newt pond
23. Leic. golf-course, St Denys' churchyard,
Shady Lane, Piggy's Hollow
24. Ivanhoe/Mainline railway and adjacent sites
25. Welford Road cemetery
26. Grand Union Canal
27. Aylestone Meadows North
28. Aylestone Meadows Central
29. Aylestone Meadows South
30. Knighton Spinney
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11. Anstey Lane and Goss Meadows
12. The Orchards
13. Stokeswood Park
14. Western Golf-course
15. Kirby Frith
16. Ratby Lane
17. Highway Spinney/Meynell's Gorse
18. Braunstone Park meadow
19. Braunstone Park: mature trees
20. Willowbrook
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MAP 10 Leicester's biodiversity network

Locally important 
wildlife corridors

Regional important 
wildlife corridors

Key
1. Castle Hill - Gorse Hill
2. King William's bridge
3. Red Hill and Belgrave Cemetery
4. River Soar
5. Watermead
6. Birstall Meadows
7. Melton Brook
8. Hamilton Meadows
9. Quakesick Spinney
10. Gypsy Lane
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•   Habitat quality
•   Habitat diversity
•   Presence of Red Data Book species
•   Significant species assemblages
•   Use as a wildlife resource by the community.

Each SINC or Local Wildlife Site has a standard
notification form (see appendix 1 for an example of a
completed standard notification form) which explains
how the site meets the criteria. The notification
documents also include a map showing the boundary
and the location of important features and a non-
technical site description which places the site in the
local context and provides guidance for sustaining the
site's biodiversity value into the future.    There are 30 in
Leicester, covering 516 hectares, or 7% of the land area.
Protection and conservation of SINCs is an essential part
of sustaining the biodiversity of Leicester.  They include
the sites and habitats which make up the 'Critical
Natural Capital' for the City.  Loss or damage to this
resource would cause a certain decline in the
biodiversity of Leicester. (The document ‘Guidelines for
the selection of Sites of Importance for Nature
Conservation’ is too large to be attached to this
document but sets out in great detail the criteria,
reasoning, habitat and species criteria and selection and
notification procedure.)

SINCs or Local Wildlife Sites provide the cornerstone
and focus for sustaining biodiversity.  However, many of
these designated sites are isolated within areas of low
biodiversity.  Many contain fragmented habitats of small
and vulnerable populations of species and communities.
Conservation and improvement of land outside these
designated areas is necessary to ensure that the area's
biodiversity is sustained, enhanced and buffered from
harm.   The role of 'stepping stone' habitats and wildlife
corridors is also particularly important in the context of
adaptation to climate change.  

Biodiversity Enhancement Sites (BESs) have been
designated in Leicester to fulfil this requirement, to join
up the gaps between SINCs, and to provide a
mechanism for strengthening wildlife corridors – these
are the sites at which improvements such as habitat
restoration should be targeted.     

Biodiversity Enhancement Sites (BESs) are designated
under one or more of three criteria:
•   Sites that have nature conservation value at present

but are not up to the standard of SINCs, but which
have potential for improvement to that quality.  

•   Open land of little existing wildlife value, but which
has an important place in a wildlife corridor or green
network. This includes sites such as amenity or
sports grassland.

•   Built or derelict land of little wildlife value but
occupying an important position in a wildlife
corridor or green network such as disused factories
and associated car parks, storage yards etc.

The main wildlife corridors through Leicester are the
regionally important strategic wildlife corridors of the
River Soar and Grand Union Canal, the Rothley Brook,
the Mainline Railway and Ivanhoe Railway.  Locally
important corridors are mainly centred on Leicester’s
brooks and Green Wedges.  Wildlife corridors are linear,
naturally vegetated and physically connected sites
which link similar wildlife habitats or ‘stepping stones’
along their length; obvious examples are watercourses.
They reduce the risk that habitats and species become
isolated from others of the same kind.  A biodiversity
network of connected habitats allows species to move
freely between different sites.  In this way, if the climate
changes, the focus of a species’ population can shift
naturally to a more favourable climate zone.     
Biodiversity is more likely to be harmed by climate
change if there are physical barriers to dispersal –
especially northwards, as this is the most likely general
direction for dispersal.  Physical barriers include built
development, towns and cities, major roads and areas of
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poor habitat such as intensive arable farming or amenity
grassland.  The ‘wildlife corridor’ approach will help
habitats and species cope with other threats as well as
climate change, such as habitat degradation, pollution
and disturbance.  Local wildlife corridors – such as those
centred on a stream or hedgerow, or a small landscape
feature or wedge of natural open space – may be of less
significance for species adapting to global climate
change, but they are important in helping them cope
with other, more local, threats.  

1.3.  BIODIVERSITY DESCRIPTION
Leicester is a compact and densely populated City, and
most of the open space within the City boundaries
serves the recreational and communal needs of the
City’s residents – whether as public or private open
space.  Wildlife in the City must survive alongside
human inhabitants in this managed open space. 

Perhaps the most important service which wildlife
provides in an urban area is in improving our quality of
life.  We all gain a great deal of pleasure from being in
natural places whether we are playing or working, and
there is now evidence suggesting that natural
landscapes have an important effect on our psyche.
Trees reduce pollution levels, provide us with shade and
shelter, and lift our spirits. Views of trees from hospital
windows help patients recover more quickly, trees
lining roads reduce incidences of road-rage, working in
a garden reduces stress and anxiety and a walk in the
park can help reduce depression.  We all benefit both
mentally from our surroundings, and also physically
through regular exercise in outdoor greenspaces.

The City’s biodiversity is not particularly rich, in the
sense of rare or threatened habitats or species.  In fact
there are very few habitats present that are identified as
being conservation priorities in local regional or national
Biodiversity Action Plans. However, its diversity of
species is probably very high compared to the
countryside around.  This is because of the complexity
and diversity of habitat niches in Leicester – every patch
of ground is different, and is managed differently.  In
the rural areas around the City, the dominant land-use
is intensive arable farming, which leads to a very
uniform and relatively species-poor habitat. An
additional fact is the quantity of non-native species

found in the City – not just in parks and gardens but
naturalised on post-industrial land and other open
spaces.  Again this is typical of many cities.  Some of
these species are considered to be pests that threaten
native habitats or species – such as American Mink,
Japanese Knotweed, Floating Pennywort and Canada
Geese.  However, the majority of non-native species
either have no effect on native biodiversity, or may
indeed enhance it – for example Buddleia and many
other garden plants are valued for attracting
invertebrates by their abundant nectar supply, often at a
time when there are few native species with nectar.  

The following account of the main land-uses and habitat
types, and the interrelationships with the City’s
residents, is derived from ‘Wild about Leicester’ –
Leicester’s Biodiversity Action Plan (2006).

Main types of land:
There are 5 distinct categories of urban habitats in
Leicester (appendix 2 shows these five types of habitat
tabulated showing their extent, human value, ecosystem
value and function): 
•   The remnants of ancient natural systems such as

woodland and wetland. 
•   The remnants of pre-industrial rural landscapes with

arable land, meadows, pasture, hedgerows and
spinneys. 

•   Managed greenspaces including parks, gardens,
allotments, cemeteries, school grounds. 

•   Naturally seeded urban areas or industrial sites such
as demolition sites, disused railway lands, road
verges/banks or former industrial land (‘urban
commons’). 

•   Buildings and built structures.  

1. Ancient Natural Systems
The only remnants of ancient natural systems are the
River Soar and its tributary brooks. These are major
assets for biodiversity and people in Leicester, and are
part of a strategic regional wildlife corridor linking the
city with the surrounding countryside, literally bringing
wildlife into the heart of the urban areas. 
Natural processes of silting and erosion have softened
the River’s hard engineering works that were done in
the late 19th and early 20th century.  Colonisation by
aquatic plants has in turn has created a range of



different kinds of habitats for different species to thrive
in where previously there was very little variety. Better
environmental legislation, control of pollution and the
decline in the traditional polluting industries and in
freight traffic have also helped to increase biodiversity
so that, together with the Grand Union Canal, it is now
the most important wildlife amenity resource in
Leicester.  It is valued by people and used by many as a
walking and cycling route, for recreation and for
relaxation in a peaceful natural setting.  

Many sections of the brooks in Leicester have lost much
of their value and function as a wildlife corridor through
being channelled, culverted and straightened into little
more than concrete gutters, although it would be
possible to restore a more natural course and profile in
some cases. Nonetheless the River Soar remains
especially attractive for waterbirds like coot, moorhen,
mallard, tufted duck, and mute swan, which tend to
gather around the weirs.  Kingfishers still nest in the city,
and significant numbers of little grebe overwinter in the
city.  There is a regular breeding colony of common tern
at Watermead, and herons from the heronry north of the
city are often abundant.  Watermead itself is a series of
flooded gravel pits and is important for many
waterbirds, including unusual winter visitors and
migrants.  

The most characteristic river plant is the yellow water
lily, which forms large stands with unbranched bur-
reed, especially in the sections inaccessible by boat.
Marginal species include branched bur-reed, pond
sedge, sweet flag, common reed, arrowhead, water
forget me not, greater yellow cress, Indian balsam,
marsh woundwort and water mint. Naturalised garden

angelica is a special feature of the riverbank in the
Belgrave area. In summer the water is clear and
relatively clean, and duckweed forms a mat with water
fern in the slower reaches and at low water. Canadian
pondweed is probably the commonest submerged
plant, but in faster shallower reaches near to Aylestone
water crowfoot is sometimes abundant. On the banks,
large stands of Japanese knotweed may be a threat to
native river plants downstream.  The recent arrival of
the non-native Floating Pennywort is likely to
fundamentally change the river ’s ecology, and is
potentially a serious threat.  Ferns, mosses and
liverworts are characteristic of the weir faces and the
damper, lower parts of walls along the river edge.  
The river is a very important area for foraging bats,
especially Daubenton's and Pipistrelle, which are
attracted by flying insects that are, in their turn, turn
attracted to water. There are plenty of potential bat roost
sites in adjacent buildings and structures.

2. Pre-Industrial Rural Landscapes 
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Rivers and streams

Grand Union Canal 

Navigable river and canal

'Washland' regularly flooded by River Soar
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MAP 1 Ancient natural systems: Rivers and Streams
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1. River Soar
2. River Biam
3. Melton Brook
4. Bushby or Willow Brook
5. Evington Brook
6. Saffron or Wash Brook
7. Braunstone Brook
8. Rothley Brook
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THE RIVER SOAR AT AYLESTONE
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There are still some areas of pre-industrial rural land in
the city.  These include a number of small but mature
woodlands and spinneys throughout Leicester.  All are
fragments of former plantations of different types and
ages, often less than 3ha in size. Individually they
provide habitat for thousands of woodland plants and
animals, as well as providing us with clean air and
recreational opportunities.  As a combined resource they
take on an even greater value for mobile wildlife such as
woodland birds. 

Leicester also has significant areas of grasslands such as
the neutral grassland in Goss Meadows nature reserve,
the grassland in and around Aylestone, Birstall, and the
Anstey green wedge, which is still used in a traditional
way for grazing livestock and horses. Many of these
pastures are rich in wild flowers, grasses and the
invertebrates like bees and butterflies that depend on
them.  Many include old stock ponds, some still in use
by livestock as drinking water. They are important
habitats for amphibians and other pond-life.   

Most of the old hedges in Leicester were planted after
the Enclosure Acts were passed by Parliament in the
18th and 19th centuries to divide up and enclose former
common land.  These hedges are important habitat

STOKESWOOD PARK

MUTE SWAN AND CYGNETS
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Ancient hedges

1. Gorse Hill
2. Anstey Lane
3. Stokes Drive
4. Ratby Lane
5. Gartree Road

30. Goldhill Spinney
31. Montrose Spinney
32. Diamond Jubilee covert
33. Two Acre Spinney
34. Her Ladyship's Covert
35. Grange Spinney
36. Manor Farm Spinney

15. Highway Spinney
16. Meynell's Gorse
17. Bendbow Spinney
18. Braunstone Hall woodland
19. Churchfields Spinney
20. Coalpit Spinney
21. Fosse Rec Spinney
22. Belgrave Plantation
23. Quakesick Spinney
24. Hamilton Spinneys
25. Kingsway Spinney
26. Flat Spinney
27. Highway Road Spinney
28. Overdale and Ashclose Spinneys
29. Knighton Spinney
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MAP 2 Pre-industrial rural landscapes: old meadows, spinneys and hedges

Spinneys
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1. Thurcaston Spinney
2. Fox Covert
3. Greengate Spinney
4. Glebelands Spinney
5. Bluebell Wood
6. Croft Road Spinney
7. Asthill Lodge Spinney
8. Beaumont Leys Spinneys
9. Babbington Spinney
10. Bird's Nest
11. Gilroes Spinney
12. New Parks Spinney
13. Western Park Spinneys
14. Western Golf-course Spinneys
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Other agricultural land: 

improved grassland 

and arable

Old meadows and pasture 

of wildlife value

Key

1. Birstall Meadows
2. Hamilton Meadows
3. Anstey Green Wedge
4. Kirby Frith
5. Braunstone Park Meadow
6. Aylestone Meadows
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features and tend to be dominated by hawthorn. Of
more value for biodiversity are the truly ancient hedges
(many hundreds of years old in some cases) of which
only a few remain in Leicester.  Possibly relics from the
ancient wildwood that covered the British Isles after the
ice-ages, they are much more diverse than post-
enclosure hedges, and are associated with a wide range
of woodland plants and invertebrates. 
A common method for ageing a hedgerow is to count
the number of species in a metre of the hedge. One new
species of tree or shrub will take up residence in a
hedgerow roughly every 60 years. The majority of
Leicester’s hedges therefore contain at most 5 different
species per metre, whilst the few truly ancient hedges
contain upwards of 10 species per metre. Some of the
less mobile plants which will take longer to arrive in a
hedge include wood anemone (Anemone nemorosa) and
wood violet (Viola riviniana). The more diverse the flora
of a hedgerow, the more diverse the fauna of that hedge.

3. Managed Open Spaces
Urban green and open spaces can support a large
number of wild species of invertebrates and birds,
especially in the suburbs. 
In many cases supporting biodiversity is not the main
priority of a managed green or open space, this might be
recreation or commerce, but nonetheless these sites can
still contribute to the city’s wildlife and provide its
citizens with biodiversity services in important ways. 
Many of Leicester ’s managed open spaces would
however support more biodiversity if they were
managed less intensively; for example, by mowing
grasslands less often and by using less herbicides. 

3.1 Local Nature Reserves (LNRs) 
Such sites are managed primarily for wildlife and for
public access and therefore are a top priority if we are to
conserve the best of wildlife habitats in the city and
realise their potential as contributors to better public
enjoyment, health and education. 
Local Nature Reserves are declared by local authorities,
after consultation with Natural England, on land which
they own or have a legal interest in. LNRs are defined as
being 'land managed for the purpose of providing . . .
special opportunities for the study of . . . the flora and fauna of
Great Britain and the physical conditions in which they live, .
. or of preserving flora [and] fauna, . . or for both of these

purposes'. Declaring LNRs can be key to further site
improvements as often grant aid is conditional on the
site being a LNR. This designation requires not only that
the site has significant local value for wildlife and that
there is sufficient management in place to ensure that it
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is safeguarded, but that the site has good public access
and that steps are taken to interpret the site to the
public.  

There are presently seven LNRs in Leicester, totalling
164 ha and covering 2% of the city area.  Six new LNRs
are proposed.

3.2  Parks and recreation spaces 

Parks and other public open spaces are immensely
important to city dwellers, in providing an opportunity
to spend time out of doors, but near their homes or place
of work, in contact with the natural world. This contact
includes both the broader aspects such as landscape,
skyline, fresh air and open water, and nature itself as
represented by birds, trees, butterflies and wild flowers. 
Parks are, by definition, open spaces that are managed
primarily for human enjoyment rather than specifically
for nature conservation. Nonetheless, in an increasingly

urbanised society, where the expansion of the city
means that true countryside becomes ever more distant,
and what little countryside remains around the urban
fringe has often lost much of its wildlife interest, parks
increasingly symbolise pockets of countryside in town
and serve as an ecological resource in their own right.

Many older parks have a range of different kinds of
vegetation, from close mown grass to longer grass, hedges,
shrubberies, new tree plantations, herbaceous borders,
flower beds, woodlands and mature trees. Hedges,
shrubberies and long grass provide both a connecting link
between and a buffer zone around important habitats such
as ponds, woodlands and mature trees. The combination
of these different habitats in a complex mosaic of different
heights and types of vegetation creates an ideal
environment for many species of birds, mammals and
invertebrates. Areas of longer grass are particularly
important for birds in that they support many
invertebrates on which birds depend on for food. Many
birds also prefer dense bushy vegetation in which to nest,
and the mature shrubberies of parks provide good cover,
feeding, roosting and nesting sites for the common garden
birds like robins, blackbirds, tits, wrens and sparrows.  The
nationally declining Song Thrush and Bullfinch, both UK
Biodiversity Action Plan priority species, are still relatively
common in larger parks.  The significance of parks is that
they support large populations of these species at a time
when many are becoming scarce due to habitat loss in the
countryside, to the point where some, such as song
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thrushes, are now considered to be endangered. Even
species that are still common in gardens, like starlings,
sparrows, bluetits and greenfinches, are declining in
numbers and may be threatened in the future. For this
reason, large mature parks with a range of the open and
shrubby habitats that these species prefer are likely to
become an increasingly important refuge for many bird
species.  
All Leicester’s large and most-used parks are already good
for wildlife by virtue of their size, range of vegetation
types, long establishment and position along wildlife
corridors.  These parks are vital in achieving access to open
greenspace. Leicester’s smaller parks are also important
but most would benefit from improvements in wildlife
value, since they tend to have fewer semi-natural features
and habitats.  

There are ten large (� 10 ha) parks in Leicester, together
they cover 5% of the city area.

3.3  Allotments

Allotment sites by their nature are disturbed and
intensively managed sites with nutrient rich soil. But
even when fully cultivated, these sites can contain a
wide variety of small undisturbed habitats including
mature hedgerows, fruit trees and ponds. Many
allotment sites have vacant and untended plots, and
these are often of more value especially if they have
extensive areas of scrub and unmanaged grassland.  In
Leicester several disused allotment sites have been
turned into nature reserve or ‘wildlife parks’.

The older well-established allotments are of greatest
biodiversity value. Their trees, especially the wide variety
of fruit trees some of which may be quite rare, hedgerows,
patches of bramble and hawthorn scrub and abandoned
plots are of particular importance. On average, allotments
have up to 30% higher species diversity than urban parks.
However the actual biodiversity on any site will depend on
the gardening techniques used by the allotment holders.
The provision of habitat for pest predators (ponds,
hedgerows, beetle banks, hedgehog hibernacula etc) and
diversity of planting both sustain high levels of
biodiversity.  Those societies which embrace and promote
organic gardening, composting and permaculture will
support a wider variety and greater number of species
than those which use chemical pesticides and fertilisers
extensively. Gardeners are therefore both the biggest
potential help and threat to biodiversity on allotments. 
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Allotments are widespread in Leicester and often cover
relatively large areas. In 2004 there were 44 sites
covering a total of 112 ha (1.5% of the city area), with
individual sites ranging from 0.02 – 11ha in size. 

3.4  Canals
Canals, constructed to meet the transport needs of the
Industrial Revolution, were the motorways of their day,
and their construction made a major impact on the 18th
and 19th century landscapes. However, once
established, canals soon developed their own flora and
fauna and today many are designated as important
wildlife sites at local, national and international level. 

Leicester is bisected north-south by the Grand Union
Canal which is entwined with the River Soar on its
passage through the city. The canal sections and the
parts of the river which are open for navigation, support
similar species and habitats to the more natural parts of
the river, but are of lesser biodiversity value. Better
environmental legislation, control of pollution, the
decline in the traditional polluting industries and in
freight traffic have also helped to increase biodiversity
so that, together with the River Soar, the canal is now the
most important wildlife amenity resource in Leicester.  It
is valued by people and used by many as a walking and
cycling route, for recreation and for relaxation in a
peaceful natural setting.  

3.5  Private gardens 
Gardens in Leicester cover approximately 2,000 ha of
land or 27% of the surface area of the city. There is no
bigger single use of urban land within Leicester.
Thanks to the incredible efforts of Dr. Jennifer Owen,
who spent 30 years studying her own suburban
Leicester garden, we know just how much species
diversity gardens can contain. She recorded 1782
species of animal and 422 species of plants, some
described to science for the first time. The species lists
for insects alone included 364 moths, 251 beetles, 140
flies, 709 ants, bees and wasps, 42 aphids and scale
insects and 52 true bugs.  

Gardens are one of the nation’s most important nature
reserves, for the species they contain, but for wider
reasons too. Gardens, more so than parks, nature reserves,
allotments and certainly more than remote rural or
wilderness areas, are where the overwhelming majority of
people in the UK are most influenced by biodiversity.
Given the contribution to overall green space within cities,
and the potential for more and better features such as
ponds, dead wood piles, compost heaps etc, gardens are a
tremendous opportunity for improving urban
biodiversity. In Leicester, gardens present us with more
than 50,000 separate conservation opportunities, literally
on the door-step. Enhancing the biodiversity value of just
a few could improve our city as a viable habitat for some
species. Lastly, and perhaps most far reaching, gardens are
a great way for people to experience the consequences of

7-SPOT LADYBIRDS

THE CANAL THROUGH LEICESTER



how we manage the planet. If we cannot learn the
importance of these consequences in our own backyards,
we are much less likely to care about what’s happening to
the rest of the planet.

3.6  Cemeteries and historic churchyards 

Cemeteries and historic churchyards potentially provide
safe havens for wildlife at the same time as providing
places of reflection for people. With no pressure from
development or agricultural improvement these
(sometimes large) sites can be an important part of the
wildlife network with a very diverse flora and associated
fauna, and with sensitive management and interpretation
they could play an even bigger role.  
There are four cemeteries and eleven historic churchyards
in Leicester, covering about 60ha or less than 1% of the City.
The larger cemeteries are of especial value; two, Belgrave
and Welford Road are designated as Local Wildlife Sites or
Sites of Importance for Nature Conservation (SINCs) for

the quality of their relic grasslands. The others, Gilroes and
Saffron Hill are designated as Biodiversity Enhancement
Sites for their strategic importance as part of a contiguous
open space network and for their potential for biodiversity
enhancement. 
Many of these sites support veteran trees, and some are
important for their lichen communities.  

3.7  Golf courses 
Golf courses are often controversial because of their
relatively poor wildlife value compared to the semi-
natural sites from which they are often created, the
pesticides and fertilisers which are used in their
maintenance, and the restrictions many place on public
access.  Nonetheless they are large areas of open green
space within an urban context sometimes accessible to
all via public footpaths, often with small woodlands and
ponds.  Sometimes they harbour relic grasslands with
valuable assemblages of plants.  One (Western Golf-
course) has a large and thriving population of the
protected Great Crested Newts. There is also little doubt
that their designation as golf courses has often saved the
land from built development.

There are four golf courses in the city of Leicester. Both
the Western and Leicestershire golf courses are

16 BIODIVERSITY REPORT | LEICESTER | 2008

R
A

IL
W

A
Y

2 km

A47

0

Scale bar

A
6

A
6

A
4
2
6

A47

RIV
ER

CITY

CENTRE

© Crown Copyright 

All Rights Reserved

Leicester City Council

100019264 2006

7

6

Cemeteries1. Gilroes Cemetery
2. Belgrave Cemetery
3. Welford Road Cemetery
4. Saffron Hill Cemetery
5. St Peter, Belgrave
6. St Mary, Humberstone
7. St Denys, Evington
8. St Peter, Braunstone

MAP 6 Managed Open Spaces: Cemeteries and historic churchyards

Key

Historic 
churches

9. St Andrew, Aylestone
10. St Mary Magdalene, Knighton
11. St Margaret, Leicester
12. All Saints', Leicester
13. St Nicholas, Leicester
14. St Martin's Cathedral, Leicester
15. St Mary de Castro, Leicester

10

4

9

13

11

3

CITY

CENTRE

12

14

15

2

1 5

8

ST NICHOLAS CHURCHYARD



BIODIVERSITY REPORT | LEICESTER | 2008 17

designated as SINCs, Western for the great crested newt
population in at least four of its ten ponds (it also
contains several spinneys), and Leicestershire for the
quality of its relict grassland which includes species such
as burnet saxifrage, meadow buttercup, great burnet
and meadowsweet. It is the largest grassland area of
nature conservation value in Leicester. 

The total area of golf-courses is 198 ha, or 2.7% of the
city.

3.8  School grounds 

There are approximately 120 schools in Leicester and
their grounds have good potential, not only to
contribute to the wildlife resource as a whole, but to
provide outdoor classrooms for curriculum activities
and a venue for environmental education. They could
and should be promoted as a convenient introduction to
wildlife for our citizens of the future.
Nowadays many children growing up in urban areas
have very limited access to wild spaces. Parents’ fears of
crime and road accidents mean most children today
have much less independent mobility than previous
generations.  They typically do not play alone in the
park, explore the local spinney or derelict site, and their
opportunities for discovering wildlife by chance are
extremely limited.  
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The playground or playing fields at school are, for many
children, the only spaces where this exploration is
possible without constant adult supervision. For this
reason alone it would be worth developing school
grounds as places where discovery of wildlife could
happen.  There are several other reasons too. 

•   School grounds are a resource for the formal
curriculum.  

•   A variety of habitats, of management regimes, and
therefore of wildlife adds enormously to the resource
available to teachers in many subject areas.  

•   Clearly, life science classes can take advantage of
many different leaf shapes or types of grasses, for
example. 

•   Literacy is greatly enhanced by introducing children
to new words, textures, smells and shapes which are
part of their real experience.

Although many schools shy away from features such as
ponds and thorny bushes for reasons of health and
safety, a featureless playground can be more of a health
and safety hazard.  Featureless playgrounds have high
incidences of collision accidents, and also many bored
children who then may get into trouble.  Adding variety
and interest to the playground at break times has been
shown to reduce accident rates and can absorb many
children in different activities.  

4.  Naturally Seeded Urban Areas 
These areas generally consist of open semi-natural
habitats on nutrient poor, post-industrial derelict land.
They mainly support vegetation of pioneer species, but
also include nutrient-poor grasslands, swards of tall
herbs and occasional scrub and trees. The ground is
often markedly different from the surrounding natural
soils and may have high concentrations of waste
products such as heavy metals. As well as former
industrial sites, naturally seeded urban areas may
include demolished housing sites, former landfill sites,
railway cuttings and disused tracks, roadside verges and
embankments. These habitats are also commonly called
wasteland by the public, an unfortunately negative term
implying a lack of social or ecological value.

Some sites are downright ugly yet this is deceiving for
they can be particularly rich in species, often reflecting a
complex and extreme mixture across a short space of
soil-type, soil chemistry (e.g. from acidic to alkaline soil)
and wetness. In the early stages of colonisation short-lived
species are favoured and include many uncommon
species including some bees and wasps for which urban
areas are now their stronghold, and ground and tiger
beetles. Later stages of succession similarly involve many
uncommon invertebrates, species of flies, bees, wasps
(including parasitic species ) and sawflies, and rare lichens
and plants. Birds such as skylark, which can be found 
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breeding in large numbers on some reclaimed landfill
sites, widely use urban commons. The value of naturally
seeded urban areas is that they harbour species, which,
with the decline of their natural rural habitats, are now
virtually confined to cities.

These habitats are also classed as brownfield sites by
developers and are often earmarked in strategic plans
for future development, which can result in the loss of
large areas of species-rich habitat.  They are also usually
privately owned, so it is often not possible for members
of the public to access them.   
Compared to many cities of its size, Leicester has
comparatively few sites with naturally seeded urban
areas.  A number of small sites are temporarily available
through demolition of buildings before the construction
of new ones, and this regular availability of new sites is
important. Larger sites, however, with low nutrient
availability and which provide open ground for many
years, are now very rare in Leicester. In recent years this
habitat has suffered the biggest decline in extent and the
worst fragmentation of any of Leicester's habitats.  Fifty
hectares of this habitat has been lost in the last 25 years,
and the remainder is limited to the railway lines and
Leicester ’s only SSSI, the Gipsy Lane Brickworks
designated due to geological interest.     

5.  Buildings and Built Structures 
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Built structures are obvious and dominant features of
cities. Some species use man-made structures as an
alternative to cliffs and rocky outcrop habitats which
are rare in the East Midlands. Artificial structures
therefore often provide the only opportunity in
Leicester for these species.    

Built structures are particularly important habitats for
plants such as ferns, mosses, liverworts and lichens which
need coolness and shade (at least at the root) and high
humidity. Crevices along the River Soar and Grand Union
Canal, and structures associated with the former Great
Central Railway, are ideal. Ferns there may be more than
50 years old. Many lichens are sensitive to air pollution but
rich lichen communities occur on the limestone bridge in
Abbey Park and the gravestones in some outlying
churchyards.  

Bats use buildings and bridges for roosting and
hibernation. Many bats, especially Pipistrelle, use the
roofspaces and cellars of both old and modern buildings
provided there is a good feeding habitat nearby.  

Some species of birds also use man-made structures.
House martins and swallows nest under bridges and roof-
eaves, kestrels and peregrine falcon often choose ledges as
nest-sites and kingfishers use waterside crevices. Buildings
were frequently used as roosting or nesting places by large
colonies of sparrows and starlings, however both species
have recently suffered catastrophic declines. Between 2001
and 2003 the number of male sparrows decreased by 28%
and there are now no starling roosts in the city, whereas 15
years ago there were massive colonies in Abbey Park and
the city centre. New research on sparrows has revealed
that this is likely to be due to reduced quantity and quality
of invertebrate prey in city gardens. 

Some invertebrate species (such as house spiders) may
spend all their lives within buildings, but many species, for
example small tortoiseshell butterflies and green lacewing
flies, only use buildings for overwintering. Other
invertebrate species overwinter as eggs or pupae, like some
species of moth. These animals are harmless residents
distinct from pests such as fleas, cockroaches, furniture
beetles (‘woodworm’) and carpet beetles. It is important to
distinguish between pests and those species which are
simply sharing our living or working space, and which

pose no threat such as bats, house martins, house spiders,
woodlice and even the occasional snail or slug!   

1.4. THREATS TO BIODIVERSITY

Public perception – ‘untidiness’ and fears about 
public safety 
As Leicester is so densely populated, the majority of
public open space is multi-functional.  There are few
places which can be ‘left to nature’; most open space of
wildlife value also serves as recreational or amenity
space as well. Sometimes this compromises
management for wildlife – for example: cut grass can
rarely be left to form hay on grasslands, as it is at a
perceived risk of being set on fire; scrub and woodlands
have to be managed with clear sightlines to reduce risk
of perceived muggings and to increase feelings of safety.

In practice a compromise solution is usually reached –
such as mowing paths through meadows, or mowing
the edges to keep them tidy.  But occasionally wildlife
features are threatened by either fears for public safety,
or perceptions that they are untidy and inappropriate.
For example, fears about the safety of ponds can lead to
calls for their infilling or fencing off.   It can be difficult
to clear litter from some habitats, especially ponds and
long grass, and this can lead to pressure for the removal
of the feature, or of the litter-trapping reeds and grasses.
Scrub and bushes are commonly perceived as
potentially harbouring muggers and other anti-social
activities, and this often leads to their removal,
especially around carparks and pathways.   Pressure to
light pathways through parks and open spaces cannot
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always be resisted, but is likely to have an adverse
impact on biodiversity.  Dead branches in mature trees –
an important aspect of their biodiversity value – can
pose a threat to public safety and must be removed if
they are next to a right of way or path.  

Public pressure
Leicester’s open spaces are often very heavily used, and
this can lead to damage to certain habitats, especially
marshland and wet ground, through trampling and
erosion.   Some unauthorized activities are particularly
damaging, such as off-road cycling and motorcycles.  

Development and regeneration 
Leicester is in a growth area for new residential
development, and there is pressure to develop current
open space for housing.  Sometimes this has brought
benefits to biodiversity – for example, a recent housing
development at Hamilton on former heavily managed
arable farmland has resulted in the creation of new
wetland habitats, and existing habitats of value have
been retained.  But on other occasions, rich habitats
have been destroyed as a result of development on
former industrial land that had naturally colonised and
had high biodiversity value (e.g. at Bede Island, Raw
Dykes and Gypsy Lane). 
A possible threat is the severance or fragmentation of
important wildlife corridors, such as the River Soar
through Leicester – the waterfront of former industrial

land is at the heart of the City’s regeneration proposals.
Loss of bankside habitats and an increase in public
pressure on this resource is possible in the near future. 

Grazing 
Some of Leicester’s most important habitats are the
species-rich grasslands, mostly along the floodplain of the
Soar and tributaries, which are a relic of the former rural
landscape.  Traditionally, these grasslands would have
been managed by hay-cutting and grazing, and this is still
needed to sustain their value.  Both forms of agricultural
management are in decline in the UK as a whole, and the
East Midlands in particular.  The decline is most severe in
marginal and often fragmented grassland in and around
urban areas where landowners (including the City
Council) cannot find tenant graziers any more.  This has
led the Council to purchase its own herd of Longhorn
cattle to manage some grasslands, but this is a costly and
labour-intensive project and it is unlikely that all the
grasslands of value can be managed in this way.  

Non-native invasive species 
Urban areas are the origin of many colonies of non-
native species – often as throw-outs from gardens, etc.
or colonising post-industrial land.  Many of these

FORMER INDUSTRIAL BUILDINGS ALONG THE CANAL WILDLIFE
CORRIDOR

LONGHORN COW AT AYLESTONE

FLOATING PENNYWORT  AT ABBEY PARK



species have no adverse effects on Leicester’s habitats,
and many are likely to be beneficial for the city’s
biodiversity.  However, a minority of species are
potentially harmful, at least in the short-term.  One of
the most recent arrivals is the non-native Floating
Pennywort in the River Soar – probably introduced by
someone cleaning out a garden pond.  It is likely to
fundamentally change the river ’s ecology, and is
potentially a serious threat.    

Lack of resources
City Council budgets and staffing levels are under
constant pressure, and the resources set aside for
biodiversity have to compete with other work priorities
of the council.  Much of the work in biodiversity is non-
statutory – i.e. is something the council can do, rather
than must do, and it is therefore at a disadvantage
when cuts have to be made in the councils’ core
budgets and staff.  The resources allocated for
biodiversity are only sufficient to manage a few sites
well, so that many sites of biodiversity value are not
managed in the best way, or are not managed at all.
Although outside funding and grant-aid is available for
projects to create and enhance biodiversity or raise
public awareness of it, a limited amount of staff-time
and resources are available, and therefore these
opportunities are being missed.   

Climate change
We do not know what the impact of climate change
will be on our City’s biodiversity.  It is hard to prove
that changes we observe are caused by man-made
climate change and not by other processes such as
pollution or change in land management, or by natural
fluctuations in population.  We are sure that there will
be ‘winners and losers’ in Leicester.  We are recording
new species of highly mobile animals with a more
southerly distribution – such as certain dragonfly and
butterfly species.   Milder winters seem to benefit some
Leicester species such as badger, and some summer
visitors like Chiffchaff are increasingly likely to over-
winter here because of milder winters. 

Other species formerly common in Leicester have been
adversely affected; for example, the decline in birds
that migrate from southern Africa northwards to
Europe (like Willow-warbler) is almost certainly due to

the increase in the extent of the Sahara and adjacent
drought regions. 

It is certain that the geographic distribution of many
species is shifting, usually northwards, and species
living in isolated and fragmented habitats may literally
have no escape route if the local climate changes around
them.   This is of particular concern in dense urban
areas, where wildlife corridors (such as the river Soar
through Leicester) may be threatened by adjacent
development and by an excessive amount of ‘cleaning-
up’ and tidying.  

1.5. BIODIVERSITY MANAGEMENT

Environment Policy and EMAS (Eco Management
Audit System)
One of the Council’s corporate aims is ‘Enhancing open
space and the natural environment’:
‘We will protect and, where possible, enhance the quality of
Leicester’s natural environment and quantity of open space.
We will ensure that prime wildlife sites are retained and that
open space is retained and easily accessible by all.’  

This aim is part of the  Council's Environmental Policy:
Leicester City Council’s strategic objective is to improve our
environment to make local neighbourhoods and the city centre
places for people to be proud of. The Environmental Policy
highlights our aims and the principles to which we are working
to ensure that we play our part in creating a better
environment for generations to come.

The aim is implemented through the Council’s corporate
EMAS (The Eco-Management and Audit Scheme).  The
relevant target is to Ensure prime ecological sites are retained.
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This is an extract about biodiversity from the most recent
EMAS public statement (April 2004 – March 2005):

Progress Towards Target
•   Baseline data has now been collected on the overall

amount of Council-owned land designated as a Site of
Importance for Nature Conservation (SINC). There are
30 SINCs in Leicester, covering 517 hectares. The
Council owns 13 of these and part owns 15, covering a
total of 351 hectares. Because of staff vacancies, the
information collected on the condition of SINCs in
2004/5 has not been collated. 

•   Goss Meadows (part of the Anstey Lane SINC) and The
Orchards SINC were declared Local Nature reserves.

•   Several SINCs were improved: Environ (the precursor
to Groundwork Leicester and Leicestershire) carried
out woodland management at Watermead,
Stokeswood Park and Highway Spinney; at Aylestone
meadows some more wetlands were restored, and
grassland was restored at Ethel Road by removal of
woody vegetation. The Council improved access
around Watermead.

•   One SINC, Gipsy Lane, suffered serious damage and

permanent loss of 38.7% of its area as a result of the
construction of the Victoria Road East Extension and
Lewisher Road link. However, as a result of the
construction of the road and the proposed
redevelopment of adjacent land for employment use,
the Council acquired a Site of Special Scientific Interest
at Gipsy Lane, which was subsequently improved as
part of the road building contract.

Future Action.  
•   The Council will enter into a Service Level Agreement

with Groundwork Leicester and Leicestershire to
manage 3 more SINCs and one other nature
conservation site, bringing it to a total of 9.

•   Watermead will be declared as a Local Nature Reserve
and implementation will start on Nature Conservation
Management Plans for Watermead and Aylestone
Meadows Local Nature Reserves.

Monitoring Biodiversity
Monitoring the success of biodiversity management has
proved to be a challenge.  The indicator used is: ‘The area of
land covered by Council-owned Sites of Importance for Nature

BOAT AT BELGRAVE
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Conservation to be maintained at 1999 levels, and managed
according to their schedules.’ The schedules referred to are a
set of essential management actions that must be carried
out for a site to retain its value – some of these are one-off
actions (e.g. ‘thin out young plantations’); some are
ongoing maintenance (e.g. ‘cut and remove hay in July
every year’).   
This indicator was selected as it covers both quantitative
and qualitative aspects.  It was felt that a quantitative
indicator alone was insufficient, as neglect and
inappropriate management of sites was a more serious
threat to sites than outright loss.  The disadvantages of the
qualitative indicator is that it is unavoidably subjective,
and involves a time-consuming annual monitoring visit to
each site.   Due to pressures on resources, it has been
impossible to carry out qualitative monitoring in recent
years.  This approach is being reviewed in order to
streamline monitoring.  

Biodiversity Surveys
The Leicester Habitat Survey was a comprehensive habitat
survey of all publicly accessible open space carried out
between 1983-1986 by the City Wildlife Project (now
Groundwork Leicester and Leicestershire) using aerial
photographs. It gives a broad indication of the spread of
the following main habitat types in Leicester: woodland
and tree groups; hedgerows and scrub; unmanaged

grassland; tall herbs and pasture grassland; intensively
managed grassland; rivers, streams, canals and small lakes;
reedswamp and other wetland; arable land; allotment
land. The extent of these habitats was plotted and colour-
coded (by hand) on to a map of the City at 1:10,000 scale.
This serves as very useful baseline data for habitats in
Leicester but usual best practice is to update these surveys
every 15 – 20 years, so despite providing historic context,
this survey is now out of date.    

There are also a series of reports mainly done by Environ
(now Groundwork) between 1992 and 1995 on specific
habitats: private gardens; allotments; cemeteries;
wetlands; ancient trees; woodlands and grasslands. These
reports include much useful baseline data on habitat
distribution, condition and quality.  

Biodiversity Data management
Currently, species and habitat data is not managed
adequately.  Some is stored on the County Council’s
environmental database, some more recent data is kept
within the City Council, but it is not readily accessible.
More information is ‘out there’ in the keeping of amateur
natural historians and recording groups, and needs to be
collated.   Again the issue is one of overstretched staff and
financial resources.  

BLUEBELL WOOD



2.1. BIODIVERSITY IN CITY MANAGEMENT

Nature Conservation Officer – policy and planning
The council employs one dedicated nature conservation
officer within the Council’s land-use planning service.
This officer is responsible for the following broad area of
work:
•   To ensure that decisions are based on the best possible

information about the City’s biodiversity and its place
within the local and regional context, and that this
information is freely available to decision-makers. 

•   To ensure that wildlife and habitats are protected within
the development control and local plans processes, and
that opportunities to enhance and conserve wildlife
and people’s access to it are sought through the
planning system.

•   To ensure that other managers and landowners of land
of wildlife value in the city are given advice and
information about their land and the value it holds
within the wider context of biodiversity in the City and
the region.

•   To ensure that the relevant staff within the local
authority are fully aware of legislation, statutory
obligations, national guidance and best practice on
biodiversity issues. 

Parks Services – parks and open spaces
Much of the Council owned open space in the City is the
responsibility of the Council’s Parks Service.  There are no
dedicated biodiversity staff within this service.
Management and development of habitats is carried out
by the Parks staff who are also responsible for amenity,
recreational and horticultural management of parks and
open spaces owned by the Council.  Advice is given by the
nature conservation officer, and most of the more
significant sites have management plans with a
biodiversity element to them.   However, this is probably
an area in which progress still needs to be made, on the
following issues:
•   to move biodiversity up the agenda of Parks Services.
•   to better coordinate biodiversity management and

integrate it within the wider parks management.
•   to ensure that appropriate management is placed on a

long-term and sustained footing.
•   to attract additional resources of revenue and capital

into biodiversity on parks.   

Groundwork – nature reserves
Several Council-owned nature reserves in the City are
managed by the local environmental organisation –
Groundwork Leicester and Leicestershire, under a Service
Level Agreement (SLA) with the council.  This has proved
to be an effective way of managing these special sites: the
Local Nature Reserves (LNR’s) are all small sites (the
largest is 6.5ha) and all are managed chiefly by volunteers,
trainees or people from the local community, backed up by
Groundwork staff.   They are all very ‘urban’ sites located
in residential areas or within Parks, and all are well-used by
the public.  The partnership has been in place for 15 years
or so, and has survived many Council re-organisations,
budget cuts and changes in name and direction of the
partner organisation.  The relationship is not that of client:
contractor, but is a partnership.   The sites are managed in
accordance with agreed management plans, prepared
jointly by the two organisations, rather than to a rigid
grounds maintenance specification.  It is felt that this is an
important aspect of the partnership, allowing
Groundwork the freedom to implement the Management
Plans as they feel is best.   

For the Council, the advantages of this working
partnership are:
•   In many situations Groundwork is better able to engage

with the public and communities than the Council itself
(which often brings a lot of ‘baggage’ with it!).

•   Freedom from local authorities’ administrative
constraints allow Groundwork to operate more
effectively and efficiently than the Council could.

•   Groundwork has been very successful in using the
modest SLA budget as leverage for additional funding
– again it is felt that the organisation is better placed to
do this than the council.  For example, some grant
regimes are only available to Non-Governmental
Organisations (NGO’s).

•   Working in a genuine partnership with an organisation
allows free exchange of expertise, experience,
knowledge and ideas – to the benefit of the project. 

Groundwork Leicester and Leicestershire (Groundwork)
have a Land & Biodiversity department which employs
five full-time staff delivering and promoting the
conservation of biodiversity throughout the city. 

GOVERNANCE
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Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) partnership
The City BAP - ‘Wild About Leicester’ published in 2006
arose from a partnership between Groundwork and the
City Council.  The partnership has the following broad
aims: 
•   Improve the value of wildlife corridors and the

biodiversity network throughout Leicester.
•   Improve access to existing information on Leicester’s

biodiversity.
•   Encourage the monitoring and recording of wildlife

within Leicester.
•   Draw attention to the need to make greenspace and

natural areas accessible to the citizens of Leicester.
•   Develop Leicester existing network of nature reserves.

See ‘Biodiversity Action Plan For Leicester’ in ‘Our Projects’
at www.gwll.org.uk for more. 

2.2. BIODIVERSITY PROJECTS

Allotments 4 All is a joint project between Groundwork &
Leicester City Council to promote allotment holding in the
city of Leicester, to promote good management of
allotments for wildlife, to attract new members and to
support the good management of societies to achieve these
objectives. The project promotes the gardening of
allotments within the city as a means of providing healthy
food for the tenants own consumption, and a continuance
of the sites as open green areas within the city – allotment
sites are most at risk from development into commercial or
residential property when the plots fall vacant and
unused. By helping Allotment societies to raise their own
funds to make improvements to the infrastructure on site,
and by providing gardening and development expertise,
Groundwork has contributed significantly to an increase in
the occupancy rates for allotments in Leicester. 

GroundCare is a Groundwork project which aims to
improve the quality of the many small open spaces in
Leicester, aside from the more formal and larger open
spaces designated for use as sports fields, public parks,
allotments and nature reserves. These areas include pocket
parks or gardens, small woodlands, groups of trees, verges,
recreation grounds, grassland areas between houses or just
patches of land with no particular use. As in many other
urban areas, these small and open green areas are often
neglected, overgrown or abandoned and attract fly
tipping, accumulations of litter and debris, with tangles of
vegetation such as brambles, nettles and thistles which
further reduce their biodiversity and amenity value. The
ownership of these sites is diverse and in some cases
unclear, and they are often too numerous, scattered and
small for cost-effective maintenance to be delivered
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21. Ethel Road verge
22. Evington Park newt pond
23. Leic. golf-course, St Denys' churchyard,
Shady Lane, Piggy's Hollow
24. Ivanhoe/Mainline railway and adjacent sites
25. Welford Road cemetery
26. Grand Union Canal
27. Aylestone Meadows North
28. Aylestone Meadows Central
29. Aylestone Meadows South
30. Knighton Spinney
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11. Anstey Lane and Goss Meadows
12. The Orchards
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centrally by the City Council. Through GroundCare
Groundwork aims to foster community responsibility for
such areas in the same sense as exists for sports fields,
public parks, allotments and nature reserves.  

Greening Braunstone works on Highway Spinney, which
is one of only four semi-natural ancient woodland areas in
the city. By establishing a community group Groundwork
has catalysed and supported local residents in becoming
involved in caring for Highway Spinney and has provided
training and volunteer opportunities for people to
improve the biodiversity of the woodland by: (i) creating a
more diverse woodland structure by coppicing tall
hawthorns in the centre of the woodland, and allowing
them to re-grow as an understorey; (ii) creating a more
open canopy by selective removal of semi-mature ash
trees; (iii) removing seedlings, saplings and semi-mature
trees of potentially invasive sycamore and Norway maple,
and to treat the stumps with an appropriate herbicide to
prevent re-growth; (iv) retaining all standing and fallen
dead wood, as long as this does not compromise public
safety within the site; (v) creating log-pile habitats from
timber arising from woodland management. 

ParkPeople is a Groundwork project which recognises that
some of the major public parks in Leicester urgently need
a programme of active landscape/woodland management.
Despite open public access the recent improvements
throughout these parks have been mainly limited to the
construction of some surfaced footpaths and the planting
of trees in large blocks in the early 1980s. Neglected ever
since these woodlands are now extremely dense thickets.
Many of the pathways are overgrown and intimidating to
local community users. Some parks are attracting an
increasingly amount of anti-social activity in part due to
the reduced levels of public use and restricted sight-lines.
The ParkPeople project has opened up overgrown areas by
selectively removing trees, with the long term goal of
improving the biodiversity value of the understorey,
increasing public use of the parks, thereby reducing anti-
social behaviour and improving these public resources for
recreation and physical exercise. Emphasis will be placed
on generating future income from the timber and
associated products created in the process. 

Grazing project at Aylestone Meadows
The purpose is to conserve species-rich grasslands at
Aylestone by purchasing and managing a herd of
Longhorn cattle, a traditional Leicester rare breed, to graze
important species-rich pasture grassland at Aylestone
Meadows nature reserve.   These fields are the best
floodplain grasslands in the City and are of regional
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importance, due to the decline in this kind of unimproved
seasonally flooded pasture throughout the Soar Valley.
Past experience proved that, in the current local
agricultural climate, it is no longer possible to find a
suitable grazier for the fields.  The fields were no longer
being grazed, and our failure to manage them properly
meant that we were failing in our Eco-Management Audit
Scheme (EMAS) commitment of managing prime nature
conservation sites.  

The main advantage of having our own grazing herd is the
flexibility, control and continuity that this gives us. By
adjusting the grazing levels and timing in response to
regular monitoring of the state of health of the grassland,
we will be able to maximise wildlife value.  

The project is in its first year, so it is too early to say
whether it has been a success.  However, as well as
doing a good job of grazing, the project has additional
benefit in that the cattle are very popular with the
public, and we are doing our bit to conserve a rare breed
and a traditional way of management.   

The overall management of the project is by the City’s
nature conservation officer, but the day to day care of the
cattle is contracted out to a local farmer.  The project was set
up through a capital sum, but the intention is that the
project is self-financing, through a combination of horse-
grazing income from other less important grasslands, sale
of calves reared during the year and environmental
stewardship grants.   
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3.1. INTERACTION WITH OTHER AGENCIES

The City Council’s Regeneration and Culture
department
Awareness of biodiversity issues in some departments is
high – especially in the Regeneration and Culture
department, which deals with planning, regeneration,
highways, environment, waste, parks and street
management, arts and leisure.  This is the department in
which the City’s only dedicated member of biodiversity
staff is based.  Information, advice and consultation on
biodiversity issues within the department is managed
by this officer, through the following mechanisms:
•   Networking
•   The use and dissemination of a regularly updated

‘Biodiversity Site Alert Map’ showing main sites and
features of value

•   Production of guidance leaflets and briefing notes on
certain topics such as protected and problems
species, etc.  

•   Site descriptions and management guidance
•   Occasional training and Continued Professional

Development (CPD) sessions

Other departments of the City Council
Awareness of biodiversity is lower in other departments
covering the work areas of housing, education, property
management, administration and young people’s and
adult services.  These services may have less impact on
biodiversity that the above services, but this is an area
for improvement. 

In particular, advice to schools on their grounds is
sometimes reactive, although the Eco-Management
Audit Scheme (EMAS) Schools programme provides a
more measured approach to environmentally
sustainable grounds maintenance of schools.  Extending
this approach to all school would require a large
additional investment of staff-time and resources.

The elected members of the City Council
Awareness of biodiversity issues amongst Council
leaders and decision-makers is often not
comprehensive. However, the inclusion of a biodiversity
target and indicator within the corporate EMAS system
is helpful as it provides a method in which progress or
failure to meet the target can be reported at a high level
of the Council.  In the past this route has been used to
flag up inadequacies in site management, and has
helped to increase the resources available for this.       

INTEGRATION
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3.2. INTERNATIONAL BIODIVERSITY INITIATIVES

Leicester is one of a select group of local governments
from around the world who were invited to participate
in the Local Action for Biodiversity (LAB) project, an
ICLEI  (Local Governments for Sustainability) initiative.
The LAB Project Team assist with and coordinates the
production of deliverables aimed at enhancing
participating cities’ biodiversity management efforts.
These deliverables involve assessment (represented by
this report); planning (through the compilation of a
Local Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan (LBSAP));
action (through the establishment of five new
biodiversity initiatives); and commitment (through the
joint signing of a municipal declaration to biodiversity
and later a commitment to implementing the LBSAP).
Through LAB, Leicester and the other LAB participants
also share their biodiversity successes and challenges
and explore solutions, while the Project assists with the
raising of biodiversity management’s profile in
participant authorities, thereby aiming to increase
political will and enable further resources and action.
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1.1. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION AND ACCESS

Most public participation in caring for Leicester ’s
biodiversity is delivered through partnership with the
voluntary sector, the majority of which is delivered by
Groundwork Leicester & Leicestershire.  In addition, the
council’s parks services delivers an education
programme to primary schools, which includes
biodiversity-related projects.  

Parks Services
Over 2,700 children participated in a range of
environmental and other parks related activities during
2006/07 including mini beast safaris, pond dipping, bulb
and tree planting and sunflower growing competition.
Other park activities were also run to show the
importance of reducing anti-social behaviour by looking
after the environment, these activities have been aimed
at reducing drug use, gun crime, vandalism, graffiti,
littering and stranger danger.   Parks services work with
many primary schools, with parks used as outside
classrooms, linking into the national curriculum key
stage two on environmental issues. They are currently
finalising a schools events pack in readiness for the
green flag judging. They work with youths on work
experience for individuals who are low academic
achievers, and on the values project.

Parks services work with groups of volunteers on
various sites and country parks, including river clean-
ups (the GreenLife Boat project), and tree and orchard
planting and management at Castle Hill country park.
Many of these small scale projects are done in
partnership with the BTCV (a national organisation
working with conservation volunteers), such as the

volunteer programme of improvements at Aylestone
Local Nature Reserve along the riverside, many of
which are related to biodiversity.   Recently the
GreenLife boat volunteers have been helping to deal
with the outbreak of floating pennywort, an invasive
non-native plant, on the river.  

Groundwork Leicester and Leicestershire
(Groundwork) organises: 
•   Public volunteer schemes on the city’s nature

reserves and parks providing opportunities for
members of the public to become involved in the
practical aspects of conserving biodiversity of their
city. Last year the scheme recorded a total of 1000
volunteer days and for the first time Groundwork
provided funding for long-term volunteers to
become trained in specialist conservation skills such
as hedge laying, coppicing and charcoal burning. 

•   Opportunities for commercial companies to send
their staff for ‘away days’ carrying out the same sort
of activities (team-builds).

Groundwork’s strategy to increase public participation
and awareness of Leicester’s biodiversity is to deliver
the ‘Wild About Leicester’ project;

•   Wild About Leicester will engage communities across
the city with their Local Nature Reserves (LNRs), and
will empower community’s roles in looking after
these reserves. 

•   Currently there are seven LNRs in Leicester. A
further five have been identified as candidate sites
for improvement and future designation as LNRs. Of
these 12 sites only three have active/current 'Friends
of Groups' (FoGs). Management plans exist for all
sites but have been exclusively based on expert
opinion with little or no public input, or opportunity
for input. All these management plans are due for
revision in 2006-08.

•   This project will be achieved primarily by
establishing and supporting active FoGs for every
LNR and those sites scheduled to become LNRs in
the period up to 2009 (candidate LNRs). 

•   Friends of Groups are made up of people with a
special interest in a particular nature reserve. They
are a proven way for local communities both to
influence and participate in the management,

4 PARTICIPATION
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maintenance and development of a nature reserve by
working in conjunction with the relevant management
authority, or some other organisation such as
Groundwork who have designated authority over a
site.  

•   Nine new FoGs will be established in five LNRs and
four candidate LNRs where they do not exist at
present. Members of each new FoG will be recruited
from local communities using outreach approaches,
which have been successfully tried and tested in
Leicester. 

- The Wild About Leicester project will support each
new FoG and help them organise practical
conservation and interpretive activities in each LNR
and candidate LNR to be undertaken by FoG members
and local community volunteers.

- The Wild About Leicester project will provide
conservation skills training to members of each FoG to
ensure that they are able to undertake conservation
activities in a safe and sustainable manner.

- The FoGs will act as a conduit for community
consultation and members of the public will be asked
to comment on the existing management plans and
contribute to their revision via the FoGs, revised plans
will be published and distributed to local communities
in return.

- The Wild About Leicester project will facilitate and
support exchanges with the existing FoGs in Leicester,
these will be organised so that FoGs have the
opportunity to share experiences and knowledge.

- The Wild About Leicester project will co-ordinate
additional fundraising activity for each FoG to raise
additional funds to carry out physical improvements
to each site and to ensure the long-term sustainability
of the project.

- The Wild About Leicester project will continue to
support 3 existing FoGs already engaged in these
activities.

In this way Wild About Leicester will engage local
communities in improving the urban environment of
Leicester and enhance their ability to access and enjoy it.

1.2. BIODIVERSITY AWARENESS-RAISING/EDUCATION
PROJECTS

Recently completed
Greening Braunstone – See 2.2.

Urban Woodcrafts – This project ran for just over a year.
It introduced school groups to some of the products
used and produced in woodlands when they are
actively managed for small scale forestry. Groups spent
an entire day producing charcoal, coppicing willow,
making willow sculptures and generally getting
involved in the outdoors. Each day would culminate in
a Barbeque which used the charcoal produced on the
day. An exhibition of photographs and charcoal
drawings done by participants using charcoal they had
produced was displayed in the city. 

In Progress
Groundcare, ParkPeople, Aylestone Grazing projects see
2.2

Planned
Wild About Leicester see 4.1

Biodiversity Champions project – This project is seeking
funding to update the recording and collating of
biodiversity and survey data for the city. It is currently
haphazard and hasn’t been updated substantially for a
long time. Alongside this collation of data, the project
will aid the surveying of people’s gardens to give us
more information on the biodiversity value of
Leicester ’s gardens, and suggest practical
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improvements for biodiversity. There will also be a
group of Biodiversity Champions who will be trained to
a higher level to be able to survey some of Leicester’s
green spaces, and be a contact point for people with
information on their own gardens and local
greenspaces.

Watermead Restoration project – Watermead is a huge
green lung for the city of Leicester. The site is a
floodplain and contains a wide mosaic of habitats
including standing open water, wet grassland, fen,
reedbed, wet woodland/willow carr swamp and small
areas of more maturing broadleaf woodland. The fringes
of the standing open water and the areas of wet
grassland are undergoing succession through to
immature willow carr. 
Currently, management of Watermead is not managing
this succession adequately and so the balance is tipping
away from reedbeds and meadows towards more
dominance by the willow. This project will recruit local
volunteers to start coppicing the willow around the
edge of the lakes and restore the balance in habitats on
this wonderful and diverse site. Some areas of willow
will be allowed to progress on towards mature willow
scrub, but the remaining willow will be brought into a
coppice cycle that will be easier to maintain.  Other
habitats this project will help to manage and improve
are areas of maturing broadleaf woodland, and swamp.

CONCLUSION

In Leicester, members and officers of Leicester City
Council are committed to improving biodiversity in the
City, in partnership with other organisations such as

Groundwork Leicester and Leicestershire, the
Leicestershire and Rutland Wildlife Trust and BTCV.  

Leicester is a compact and densely developed city, and
there are many conflicting priorities for managing green
space and open land in Leicester.  Land is needed for
recreation, sustainable transport, housing and
employment, schools and other community facilities,
flood protection, formal parks and gardens and
allotments, as well as for nature reserves and country
parks.  The challenge for the city council and its partners
is to improve the biodiversity of our city alongside other
priorities.  Our greenspaces have to be multi-functional,
and our approach must be to seek innovative solutions to
managing land without conflicts between different uses.  

Awareness of the importance of biodiversity in the city is
increasing.  The Leicester Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP)
- 'Wild About Leicester' is a commitment to continuing
improvement and aspirations towards greater
understanding, protection and community
involvement. There are many members of the public
involved in conserving, maintaining and protecting
Leicester's green spaces on a voluntary basis.  We owe it
to them to increase the awareness of these issues
amongst other members of their communities, including
local politicians, so that their work is not in vain. It is
hoped that inclusion with the Local Action for
Biodiversity project, the official adoption of this project
by Leicester and the updating of the BAP to a 10-year
BAP will go some way to helping continue the good
work and ambitions of people and organisations
involved in Leicester's green spaces and biodiversity.
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SINC – Site of Importance for Nature Conservation

Green Wedge – an area in the city deliberately kept as
green space to act as a buffer between built land and
green corridors. They usually form a direct link between
the city and the countryside.

Hedgerow – a row of plants (small trees and shrubs)
traditionally planted as a boundary to keep stock in (or
out). Managed at a height of around 4 feet by clipping or
laying (for a comprehensive description of hedge-laying
carry out an internet search.)

Natural England works for people, places and nature, to
enhance biodiversity, landscapes and wildlife in rural,
urban, coastal and marine areas; promote access,
recreation and public well-being; and contribute to the
way natural resources are managed so that they can be
enjoyed now and in the future. For more information go
to www.naturalengland.org.uk

Spinney – a small area of woodland, traditionally
spinney’s were cover for game such as pheasant and
deer.

Stepping Stone – a vital habitat link which helps wildlife
move around. Particularly important in a city where
habitat fragmentation can isolate wildlife; and to
provide an ‘escape route’ for animals if the climate
changes around them.

BAP – Biodiversity Action Plan

SSSI – Site of Special Scientific Interest

EMAS – Eco Management and Audit Scheme

SLA – Service Level Agreement

FoG – Friends of Group

GWLL – Groundwork Leicester and Leicestershire is an
independent charity and member of the national
organisation Groundwork UK. We provide information,
advice and practical help to encourage individuals and
organisations to take practical steps towards a more
sustainable future.
BTCV – Formerly known as the British Trust for
Conservation Volunteers, BTCV are a national
organisation carrying out conservation work and
training people in conservation management.

LRWT – Leicestershire and Rutland Wildlife Trust
manage some of the most important nature reserves in
Leicestershire and Rutland and initiated and lead the
implementation of the Leicestershire and Rutland
Biodiversity Action Plan.

APPENDICES

Appendix 1 – Standard notification form

Appendix 2 – Table showing the 5 types of urban habitat,
their extent, human value, ecosystem value, function
and economic value.
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APPENDIX 1 - STANDARD NOTIFICATION FORM

Leicester, Leicestershire and Rutland

APPENDIX 1

,
Site name:

BRAUNSTONE PARK MEADOW

Notification of Site of Importance for Nature

Conservation  / Wildlife Site

FINAL

Local authority:

 Leics.

Ref no:. 21

Grid ref.

 SK 546 036

Date of original

notification:

Date of present

notification:

31/3/00

form completed by:

S. Timms

Areas of consideration used in notification
(sites only need to meet the criteria within one area of

consideration, but tick all those met)

Site area:
(hectares)

3

landowner

consulted?
yes

1 Habitat quality  / Main habitats:

2 Habitat diversity mesotrophic grassland

3 Presence of Red Data book

species

4 Significant assemblages of species

5 Use as a wildlife resource by

communities
  /

Rationale for notification  (List reasons for ticking each of the above)

Habitat quality

Grassland is approx. 3 hectares and meets the primary habitat criterion for mesotrophic

grasslands; with Agrimonia eupatorium (Agrimony), Campanula rotundifolia (Harebell),

Centaurea nigra (Knapweed), Galium verum (Lady’s Bedstraw),  Knautia arvensis (Field

Scabious), Leontodon autumnalis (Autumnal Hawkbit), Lotus corniculatus Bird’s-foot

trefoil), Luzula campestris (Field Woodrush), Ranunculus acris (Meadow Buttercup),

Ranunculus bulbosus (Bulbous Buttercup), Rumex acetosa (Sorrel), Silaum silaus (Pepper

Saxifrage) and Trifolium pratense (Red Clover).

1 Continuation sheet?

Recommended review period     5 years

Additional information:
see attached vascular plant species list and report

S. Timms,  January 1999
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Continuation sheet ( 1 )

Site name
BRAUNSTONE PARK MEADOW

Ref. No
Leics.
  21

Rationale continued:

Use as a wildlife resource by local communities : Access and usage H/H/H/M

The grassland is unfenced Public Open Space in a well-used public park, with one formal
path and one desire line running through it and with formal paths leading to it and alongside.
The formal paths are suitable for use by less able people, including wheelchair users.  There
are signs of some children’s play; picnics, running/hide and seek games, and tree
climbing/stream damming in the adjacent hedge and ditch.



BRAUNSTONE PARK MEADOW: PROPOSED SITE OF
IMPORTANCE FOR NATURE CONSERVATION

Species-rich neutral grasslands - decline in habitat and
threats to survival

Species-rich neutral grasslands are believed to be
suffering the highest rate of decline of any habitat
within the two counties.  The current rate of loss is
estimated to be 5% per year.   This very much reflects the
national state of this habitat, which has decreased in
England and Wales by an estimated 97% between 1930
and 1984  (source: Leicester, Leicestershire and Rutland
Biodiversity Action Plan).

Neutral grasslands rapidly lose their plant species-
richness through agricultural improvement such as
ploughing, re-seeding, excessive fertiliser use and
application of herbicides.  Loss of plant species diversity
will then lead to loss of invertebrate diversity.  These
practices, together with the loss of sites converted to
arable or temporary grassland leys, is probably the main
threat to the survival of species-rich grasslands, and one
of the main causes of decline.  Conservation and proper
management of our few remaining species-rich neutral
grasslands is a priority, and the Leicester, Leicestershire
and Rutland Biodiversity Action Plan has a target of
maintaining and enhancing all existing neutral
grasslands by 2005.

The species-richness of grasslands is threatened by
neglect. If grasslands aren’t grazed or mown for hay
they soon become dominated by a limited range of rank
grasses and tall herbs, and eventually are colonised by
scrub.  Much of the species diversity of the grassland
will be lost, and the finer species of grass and herbs will
be swamped by the ranker species. Scrub and tall herb
habitats do have wildlife value, especially in a mosaic
with other grassland habitats, but are rarely of such
importance as species-rich grasslands.

The wildlife value of grasslands also diminishes if they
are maintained as short grass for amenity purposes.
Although many species of plants can survive under this
regime, they are prevented from flowering and setting
seed, so the grassland becomes dominated by a smaller
range of species that can tolerate frequent cutting.  Short
grass is also of limited value for the many species of
invertebrate which need long grass to thrive.  However,
this regime is probably less damaging than the practice
of mowing a few times a year and leaving the cuttings in
situ.  The cuttings have the effect of a thick mulch on the
sward, suppressing the growth of more delicate species
or grasses and herbs, and eventually resulting in a
sward of low species diversity dominated by rank
grasses and tall herbs. 

Braunstone Park meadow 

Braunstone Park meadow is one of the largest and
richest areas of unimproved and semi-improved
grassland in the City.  Of particular note is the presence
of two species - Harebell and Pepper Saxifrage - in
abundance, which are rare within the City.

The site must be managed by a summer hay-cut to retain
its value. Failure to collect the hay after cutting will be
very damaging to the site’s value.   An additional cut in
summer/autumn, for amenity purposes, will not be
detrimental, as long as the cuttings are collected and
removed.

The management action needed to sustain its value is
therefore to :

1.  Manage by hay-cutting once or twice a year, from late
June; collect and remove all hay.

Sue Timms, October 1999
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Braunstone Park Meadow (SK546036) 

flowering plants and ferns (S. Timms 1998)

Yarrow Achillea millefolium
Agrimony Agrimonia eupatoria
Common Bent Agrostis capillaris
Creeping Bent Agrostis stolonifera
Meadow Foxtail Alopecurus pratensis
Sweet Vernal Grass Anthoxanthum odoratum
Harebell Campanula rotundifolia
Knapweed Centaurea nigra
Spear Thistle Cirsium vulgare
Crested Dog’s-tail Cynosurus cristatus
Cocksfoot Grass Dactylis glomerata
Red Fescue Festuca rubra
Cleavers Galium aparine
Lady’s Bedstraw Galium verum
Hogweed Heracleum sphondylium
Yorkshire Fog Holcus lanatus
Meadow Barley Hordeum secalinum
Common Cat’s-ear Hypochaeris radicata
Field Scabious Knautia arvensis
Autumnal Hawkbit Leontodon autumnalis
Perennial Rye-grass Lolium perenne
Bird’s-foot Trefoil Lotus corniculatus
Field Wood-rush Luzula campestris
Ribwort Plantain Plantago lanceolata
Creeping Cinquefoil Potentilla reptans
Meadow Buttercup Ranunculus acris
Bulbous Buttercup Ranunculus bulbous
Creeping Buttercup Ranunculus repens
Sorrel Rumex acetosa
Ragwort Senecio jacobaea
Pepper Saxifrage Silaum silaus
Lesser Stitchwort Stellaria graminea
Goat’s Beard Tragopogon pratensis
Red Clover Trifolium pratense
Yellow Oat-grass Trisetum flavescens
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