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A NEW ADVENTURE FOR SHELA PATRICKSON 

We sadly announce the departure of Shela Patrickson, Manager of  ICLEI Cities Biodiersity Center, from 

the ICLEI team. Shela has accepted a new position with the World Wildlife Foundation (WWF) and will be 

embarking on this new adventure after nearly 7  dedicated years with ICLEI. Shela’s infectious passion 

and amazing leadership will be sorely missed, but the invaluable contributions and legacy she has left 

with the Cities Biodiversity Center will not easily be forgotten. We wish Shela all of the best and look for-

ward to collaborating with her again in the near future! 

‘White  tree frog’: 

Litoria caerulea 

FOREWORD  

from our  

Global  

Coordinator: 
 

It is with great pleasure that ICLEI’s Cities Biodiversity Center brings 

you our March 2015 newsletter - a mere two weeks ahead of ICLEI’s 

25
th
 Anniversary at our World Congress in Seoul from 8-12 April! This 

newsletter is packed with wonderful stories of the stellar biodiversity 

work that our ICLEI members are implementing around the world.  Our 

team in the Cities Biodiversity center has seen a very busy and  

exciting start to 2015 with many new and innovating projects, part-

nerships and events taking place. As reflected in the theme of this 

year’s Urban Nature - ICLEI’s flagship triennial biodiversity event in 

association with the World Congress - many of these new and 

emerging projects carry through a very strong water theme. The  

urgency to effectively address issues around Integrated Urban  

Water Management is inextricably bound to driving ecological  

infrastructure solutions as we build new cities, address aging and 

inadequate water infrastructure and address climate resilience for 

our growing urban populations.  

Enjoy reading this latest newsletter compiled by our Cape Town 

team and informed by our leading and pioneering cities in urban 

biodiversity solutions.  

We look forward to welcome many of you in Seoul at the ICLEI 

World Congress where our members will adopt a brave and exciting 

new Strategic Plan to guide us toward 2021, as we collectively seek 

to implement even more innovative, scaled and nature-friendly solu-

tions for our cities in an increasingly interconnected and urbanizing 

world! 

 Kobie Brand 

 

 

 

Regional Director, ICLEI Africa Secretariat 

Global Biodiversity Coordinator, ICLEI – Local Governments 

for Sustainability 

Cover image: Urban wetland in Pretoria, South Africa.  Looking at this multi-use landscape, 
it’s clear how many  local and national government  departments  would need to be in-
volved in this wetland’s effective management.  
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The Ramsar Wetland City Accreditation (SC-48-29) is an  

exciting Ramsar draft resolution, that will recognize and reward 

cities that play a positive role in the education and manage-

ment of their wetland sites.  This draft resolution has been  

approved for discussion – and hopefully adoption – at the 12
th
 

Ramsar Convention Conference of the Parties (Ramsar COP 

12), to be held in Punta del Este, Uruguay, 1 - 9 June 

2015. The Ramsar Wetland City Accreditation will be awarded 

by Ramsar, and supported by an Independent Advisory Com-

mittee – which will oversee the nominations for the award –  

consisting of a representative from ICLEI Cities Biodiversity 

Center, relevant international UN organisations, representative 

Parties of the Ramsar Standing Committee from the 5 regions, 

as well as the Ramsar Secretariat and Ramsar Scientific and 

Technical Review Panel (STRP). 

 

 

 

 

 

The Ramsar Wetland City Accreditation is designed to support 

the Ramsar Strategic Plan 2016-2021 and the identified goals 

within this plan, including CEPA (communication, education, 

participation and awareness), wise use of wetlands, and good 

management practices at the local level. The activities at the 

city level with Ramsar Wetland sites and other wetlands will 

therefore support the Parties to reach their national Ramsar 

objectives, and strengthen partnerships across government 

levels. Proposed by Tunisia and the Republic of Korea, WWF 

Ramsar recognize cities and 

their wetlands: 

WETLANDS in focus 
International and ICLEI Cities Biodiversity Center have support-

ed and advised this Draft Resolution on Ramsar Wetland City 

Accreditation. Look out for other exciting news relevant for 

local governments— here’s hoping that the Ramsar Wetland 

City Accreditation will be accepted at the Ramsar COP 12! 

SPOTLIGHT ON WETLANDS 

 

Wetlands are found all over the world, yet we do not fully 

understand or appreciate their value which has resulted 

in their destruction through badly planned infrastructural 

developments and urban growth. Wetlands can be  

defined broadly as including: lakes and rivers, swamps 

and marshes, wet grasslands and peatlands, oases,  

estuaries, deltas and tidal flats, near-shore marine areas, 

mangroves and coral reefs, and human-made sites such 

as fish ponds, rice paddies, reservoirs, and salt pans. 

 

Wetlands not only contain an innumerable amount of  

biodiversity, but they also provide us with a plethora of 

free ecosystem services - they provide flood control, a 

habitat for fish, wildlife, and plant species (many of which 

cannot survive without the wetland, as it is part of their life 

cycle); they maintain water quality, and are active 

ground water discharge and recharge sites. By being a 

draining point for water to leave and enter a system ,they 

assist in regulating the water table. They also provide a 

beautiful space in which to relax, enjoy nature, view birds, 

spiritually reconnect and educate ourselves about  

environmental issues. 

SPOTLIGHT 

http://www.ramsar.org/event/48th-meeting-of-the-standing-committee


www.cbc.iclei.org 

4 

CAPE TOWN’S WETLANDS 

In the flat, low-lying areas of Cape Town there used to be many marsh and floodplain wet-

lands known as "vleis". In the past, most of these wetlands were seasonal – flooded in winter 

but dry in summer. Sadly, only a handful remain intact today as many small wetlands have 

been drained or filled in, while others have become permanent lakes because they receive 

large volumes of water from storm-water drains, e.g. Zeekoevlei and Princessvlei. 

Image: Flamingos in the False Bay Nature Reserve ©Bruce Sutherland | City of Cape Town  

On 2 Feb 2015, the False Bay Nature Reserve in Cape Town 

became the 22nd declared Ramsar Site in South Africa.  

February 2nd marks the celebration of World Wetlands Day, 

the date of the signing of the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands 

in 1971 in the Iranian city of Ramsar on the shores of the Cas-

pian Sea. The convention is an intergovernmental treaty that 

provides the framework for national action and international 

cooperation for the conservation and wise use of wetlands 

and their resources. 

 

Ramsar wetlands are of huge environmental significance.  

Negotiated through the 1960s by countries and non-

governmental organizations concerned at the increasing loss 

and degradation of wetland habitat for migratory water birds, 

the Ramsar treaty was adopted in 1971, and came into force 

in 1975. It is the only global environmental treaty that deals 

with a particular ecosystem, and the convention's member 

countries cover all geographic regions of the planet. Today 

this Ramsar List of Wetlands of International Importance in-

cludes over 1 869 sites, known as Ramsar Sites. 

 

False Bay Nature Reserve officially declared as a Wetland of  

International Importance and the 22nd Ramsar Site 

World Wetlands Day celebrates the signing of this convention 

and seeks to increase global awareness on the importance of 

wetlands so that people may preserve these precious natural 

wonderlands, and in doing so, ensure a healthy future for all. 

 

In False Bay, wetlands including Rondevlei, Zeekoevlei and the 

Strandfontein treatment ponds have all been designated and 

are now covered by the international convention. Each of the 

water bodies have differing zonings, with Rondevlei being 

dedicated to conservation, Zeekoevlei to recreation and 

Strandfontein to waste water treatment. All these differing  

functions are held together by the reserve management 

plan. Included along with these wetlands are the seasonal 

wetlands in the coastal dune, which are some of the last  

remaining examples of their type left. Numerous endangered 

species of fauna and flora are to be found at False Bay  

Nature Reserve, some found no where else on the planet! 

ICLEI Cities Biodiversity Center is thrilled by the additional layer 

of protection that this Ramsar protection provides “overlying” 

that of the nature reserve and providing the highest level that 

can be afforded to an area below that of a National Park.   
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ICLEI Africa, in partnership with ICLEI Cities Biodiversity Center is 

delighted to announce the start of a new Local Action for  

Biodiversity (LAB) project in South Africa, supported by the  

United States Agency for International Development (USAID). 

This customised Local Action for Biodiversity project ‘LAB:  

Wetlands South Africa’ aims to enhance conservation and man-

agement of valuable natural wetlands in 11 district/

metropolitan municipalities across South Africa, with the view  

to enhancing resilience to climate risks. Key partners implement-

ing this project with ICLEI-Africa are the South African National 

Biodiversity Institute (SANBI), the South African Local Govern-

ment Association (SALGA), Working for Wetlands and the  

Department of Environmental Affairs (DEA).  

 

South Africa is endowed with a rich wealth of biodiversity and 

associated ecological infrastructure, which provide many 

goods and services which contribute to municipal service  

delivery, water and food security, quality of life, and offer an 

immense opportunity to support the country’s development. 

Wetlands in particular, are high-value ecological infrastructure, 

and impoverished communities often rely on wetland’s ecosys-

tem goods and services for basic needs. The implication of wet-

land loss or degradation is potentially profound for these com-

munities.  

 

Wetlands also play a role in disaster risk reduction, and could 

lessen the negative effects of climate change through flood 

attenuation, temperature regulation and water and food  

security. However, wetlands are South Africa’s most threatened 

ecosystem: the South African National Biodiversity Assessment 

(2011) reports that 48% of wetland ecosystems are critically 

endangered, resulting in an urgent need to increase awareness 

of wetland importance and to develop the capacity of local 

governments to incorporate natural wetland resource consider-

ations into municipal governance mechanisms and planning. 

South Africa has a wealth of national environmental policies, 

however improvements to mechanisms for mainstreaming  

biodiversity through all levels of government needs to be 

strengthened. In the face of a changing climate, there is an 

urgent need to increase awareness and to develop the  

capacity of local governments and their stakeholders, to in-

corporate wetland ecological infrastructure considerations 

into municipal governance mechanisms and planning, and aid 

local governments to meet their own mandates as service  

providers.  

 

As with the LAB pioneer programme, the LAB: Wetlands SA 

project endeavours to build the institutional capacity of  

municipalities to develop local policies for integrating and 

mainstreaming biodiversity, and increase citizen and local 

government awareness natural resources. Municipalities will be 

assisted in creating a Wetland Assessment Report that will 

review the municipality’s wetland resources and priorities for 

management that will provide a basis for the development of 

a Local Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan (LBSAP). The 

development of the LBSAP will generate the development of 

wetland project concepts and proposals for wetland project 

funding. As part of  LAB: Wetlands for South Africa, three mu-

nicipalities will be awarded funding to implement a project, 

based on a competition between participants. ICLEI-Africa will 

also provide assistance in connecting participating municipal-

ities with other sources of funding.  

 

ICLEI-Africa are currently in the initial stages of the project and 

engaging with municipalities across South Africa and we look 

forward to sharing updates and news in the coming months! 

NEW PROJECT ALERT: Local Action for Biodiversity  

(LAB) Wetlands, South Africa  

PROJECT NEWS 
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significantly contribute to decrease resource use and improve 

human well-being. Biodiversity and ecosystem services in and 

around cities can aid service delivery, contribute to poverty 

alleviation by creating local livelihoods and providing food, 

and build resilience to climate shocks. Coupled with the pro-

jected need for new infrastructure, the existing natural capital 

presents significant opportunities for African cities to  

adopt infrastructure and urban servicing approaches that are 

decoupled from increasing degradation of natural resources 

and ecosystem services. However, the opportunities are often 

not understood nor utilized by local government officials, and 

Africa is no exception.  

 

What is UNA Africa? 

UNA Africa is designed to improve human well-being and con-

tribute to poverty alleviation and building resilience of the  

urban poor, through building local government capacity to 

enhance local implementation of the Aichi Biodiversity targets. 

Africa is the world’s most rapidly urbanizing continent, with cur-

rent estimations showing on a 700% increase in urban land 

cover over the period 2000-2030, often affecting biodiversity

-rich areas as a significant amount of indigenous biodiversity 

remains intact in and around African cities. 

 

More than a quarter of the 100 fastest-growing cities in the 

world are on the African continent. The urban growth is  

projected to primarily take place in intermediate and smaller-

sized cities, which often have weak governance structures, high 

levels of poverty and deprivation, limited infrastructure and 

service delivery, and low academic capacity regarding biodi-

versity and ecosystem services. The combination of  

infrastructural demands alongside often weak environmental 

regulation puts immense pressure on local and regional  

ecosystems, and increases the vulnerability of urban popula-

tions to climate change impacts.  

 

A vast amount of physical infrastructure, as well as institutional 

and governance structures, will be needed to cater to the 

huge increase in urban population. A large proportion of the 

lower income population relies directly on biodiversity  

ecosystem services for their livelihoods. Ecosystem services can 

act as a ‘social safety net’, thus enhancing the resilience of the 

poorest members of society. At the same time, there is a  

geographical gap in scientific knowledge on urbanization 

and its relationship to biodiversity and ecosystem services. 

Most studies are carried out and published in Europe, North 

America and China; thus, what is available in the peer  

reviewed literature, provides a poor understanding of the  

supply, needs and management of urban ecosystem services 

in large regions including Africa – which faces some of the 

greatest threats to protected areas and biodiversity hotspots. 

Cities are often hubs of innovation and change that can  

URBAN NATURAL ASSETS  
FOR AFRICA : Phase 1 rollout 

Municipalities connecting at Dar es Salaam’s Phase 1 workshop 

The old Malaiana Tree, Cape Maclear, Malawi 
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The Aichi Biodiversity targets are 20 ambitious goals that make 

up part of the UN CBD’s Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011–

2020, adopted in Nagoya, Japan, in 2010. The targets  

provide a framework for action by all stakeholders – including 

cities – to save biodiversity and enhance its benefits for peo-

ple. The project is being implemented under the global Urban 

Biosphere Initiative (URBIS: www.urbis.org). There are 4  

sub-Saharan African cities participating in UNA Africa: Lilongwe 

(Malawi), Dar es Salaam (Tanzania), Cape Town (South Africa) 

and Addis Ababa (Ethiopia). The project is divided up into 3 

components or phases: 1.) A scoping workshop in each city to 

outline and define the priority agendas around natural assets 

in the region in order to inform the desired type of capacity 

building to be provided at subsequent workshops; 2.) A tailor-

made capacity building workshop in each city, providing infor-

mation and resources tailored for each city’s needs and 

based on the outcomes of the first workshop; and 3.) The  

development of a mobile application to provide support and 

information to increase understanding of the contribution of 

biodiversity and ecosystem services towards alleviating poverty 

a n d  i m p r o v i n g  h u m a n  w e l l - b e i n g . 

 

So far workshops have been held in two of the four engaged 

cities: Lilongwe, Malawi, on 16 – 17 December 2014 

(workshop report HERE) and more recently Dar es Salaam 11-

12 February 2015 as part of the first phase of the project.  

 

The most recent workshop in Dar es Salaam was organised 

and facilitated by ICLEI-Local Governments for Sustainability, 

with the support of project partners SANBI, the African Center 

for Cities, the Stockholm Resilience Centre (SRC), with substan-

tial input and support from Kinondoni City Council. The event 

brought together some of the primary role-players involved in 

conserving biodiversity and ecosystem services in Dar es Sa-

laam.  

 

The core partners used this workshop to outline and define the 

priority agendas around natural assets in the region in order to 

inform the desired type of capacity building to be provided at 

subsequent workshops. The objectives of the Phase 1 work-

shops are to increase understanding of the value, economic 

and social benefits, and sustainable management of natural 

assets and green infrastructure in the region. In addition, the 

workshops aim to identify priority regional agendas for the  

sustainable use and management of natural assets. Dar es 

Salaam’s consultation brought together government depart-

ments, researchers, local NGOs, fisherman and civil society  

representatives in order to strengthen working relationships. 

With these stakeholders, the workshop identified the capacity 

constraints for managing biodiversity, as well as the accessibil-

ity of biodiversity information for effective decision making, and 

therefore the biodiversity tools and results-oriented-training 

that would be needed to achieve these objectives.  

 

Drawing from this preliminary workshop, the topic/topics for 

training and the workshop date will be confirmed in collabora-

tion with the City Councils involved, over the next few weeks. 

ICLEI and project partners, together with all relevant city stake-

holders and NGOs currently working in Dar es Salaam will work 

closely to take both their work, and the outcomes of the work-

shop, forward, through contribution of knowledge into the  

training and application development and capacity building 

phase. ICLEI greatly looks forward to continuing to roll out UNA 

Africa and to working closely with our participating cities. Look 

out for the Dar es Salaam workshop report to be published 

soon. For more information contact UNA Africa’s project  

manager: georgina.avlonitis@iclei.org. 

City departments designing tailor-made training through group 

work at Lilongwe’s Phase 1 workshop 

Young fisherman baiting his hooks, Cape Maclear, Lake Malawi 
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The 2015 URBIS Webinar Series is a global platform for 

online dialogue, held at monthly intervals that brings together 

representatives of cities and local governments and leading 

experts from around the world to share experiences and ad-

dress specific urban challenges focusing on the sustainable 

use of regional biodiversity and ecosystem services to support 

social development in a rapidly urbanizing world.   

 

What are the URBIS Dialogues you may ask? 

The URBIS Dialogues will provide a global platform for online 

dialogue through webinars held at monthly intervals, bringing 

together representatives of cities and local governments and 

leading experts from around the world to share experiences 

and address specific urban challenges focusing on the  

sustainable use of regional biodiversity and ecosystem ser-

vices to support social development in a rapidly urbanizing 

world.  

 

The webinars will address new developments in urban design, 

planning and management with a strong perspective on the 

practical implementation of new knowledge, tools and  

methods and explore collaborative opportunities and strate-

gize on ways forward within the urban biodiversity realm with a 

special focus on cities and regions.  The webinars – exclusively 

in English for the time being – will be broadcasted live,  

recorded, and posted on URBIS and partners’ websites. The 

target audience of the webinars is professionals from multi-

disciplinary backgrounds in urban nature and infrastructure, 

including officials from local governments, practitioners, NGOs, 

academics and researchers and the series will cover a range 

of overarching themes. 

 

The webinars will address new developments in urban design, 

planning and management with a strong perspective on the 

practical implementation of new knowledge, tools and meth-

ods and explore collaborative opportunities and strategize 

on ways forward within the urban biodiversity realm with a spe-

cial focus on cities and regions.  

 

Each webinar lasts 75 minutes divided in two distinct parts: 

45 minutes for speakers’ presentations and 30 minutes for 

Q&A and discussion between speakers and participants. 

 

Objectives 

 

The Webinar Series aims to increase practitioners’ capacity 

and knowledge on how to better integrate urban develop-

ment with the conservation of biodiversity and the sustainable 

use of natural resources within a broader quest to engender 

cities with greater social-ecological resilience in the context 

of global environmental change. 

 

 

 

 

 

THE 2015  

URBIS DIALOGUES 
A fascinating webinar series on  

the urban biosphere 

PROJECT NEWS 
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Webinar 1- Thomas Elmqvist, PhD, is a professor in  

Natural Resource Management at Stockholm Resilience 

Centre, Stockholm University. His research is focused on 

urbanization, urban ecosystem services, land use 

change, natural disturbances and components of  

resilience including the role of social institutions. He 

serves as associated editor for the journals Ecology and 

Society, Ecosystem services, and Sustainability Science. 

He has led the “Cities and Biodiversity project” 

(www.cbobook.org) and currently leading a Future Earth 

project “What is Urban” and part of the scoping expert 

group on regional and subregional assessments in IPBES 

 

Overarching themes : 

 

 Creating policy for sustainable city-building 

 Embedding climate change and resilience in urban 

development 

 Financing green infrastructure 

 Strengthening the green economy at urban lev-

el 

 How to mainstream the issues discussed during 

the webinar 

 Clarify how the issues address can be applied 

to both large and small cities in the north and 

the south as well for existing cities and future 

ones 

 Interconnectivity between urban ecosystems, peri

-urban and rural areas. 

 Emphasize the benefits of biodiversity and ecosys-

tems for society and the economy 

 Strengthening participatory processes for urban 

planning 

 How to turn nature based solutions in practice 

Join Professor Thomas 

Elmqvist on 17 April 2015 

3pm SAST online 

discussing: 

 

WHAT IS URBAN?  
AND THE UPCOMING URBIS 

DIALOGUES 
 

Look out for more information at 

www.cbc.iclei.org/urbis-dialogues 

http://www.stockholmresilience.org/21/contact/staff/1-15-2008-elmqvist.html
http://www.cbobook.org
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The City of Edmonton, one of the Local Action for Biodiversity pio-

neers, has been working to design a Wildlife Passage to allow 

mammals, birds and amphibians to move more freely around the 

city. With the development of new roads around natural areas, the 

city’s transportation has acted as a barrier to the ecological net-

work. This plan formed part of Edmonton’s ‘The Way we Green’ En-

vironmental Strategic Plan, for which the Canadian Association of 

Municipal Administrators (CAMA) awarded the city with the 2012 

Environment Award. The plan targets wildlife corridors in a city envi-

ronment that is becoming increasingly fragmented by develop-

ment. It recognises that such fragmentation and loss of habitats 

poses the largest threat to biodiversity conservation in cities 

through processes such as loss of wetlands and drainage courses.  

In 2007 Edmonton developed the first dedicated wildlife  

passage, designed particularly for small mammals. Edmonton’s bio-

diversity management underwent something of a paradigm shift 

during 2007 when the focus moved from protecting patches of 

isolated habitats to an Ecological Network Approach whereby a 

Natural Area System was to be designed around ecological con-

nections. Therefore natural linkages are highlighted on maps and 

planning tools as well as simply the core biodiversity areas. 

Prior to 2010, five dedicated wildlife passages had been  

constructed as part of this project, including a large mammal  

underpass and a rolled curve. In 2010, Edmonton’s ecological 

network goal was incorporated into the municipal planning  

document forming one of the nine strategic goals. In 2010 the 

Wildlife Passage Engineering Design Guidelines were produced to 

guide the maintenance of the ecological connectivity. The pas-

sages’ development, building permits and their detailed design 

were determined at the last stage of municipal planning in 2007, 

but in 2014 became incorporated into earlier stages of develop-

ment. Between 2010 and 2014, seventeen  

additional passages were developed. The number of animal colli-

sions decreased by 51% during 2007 to 2013, despite a popula-

tion increase of 160,000.  

Designing for Wildlife Passage in an Increasingly 

Fragmented World 

Edmonton’s city’s natural areas and passages map (Image: Grant Pearsell) 

Large mammal underpass and rolled curve (Image: Grant Pearsell) 
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COUNTDOWN to the 

 ICLEI WORLD CONGRESS  

& Urban Nature 2015  
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Encompassing 5 days of inspiring discussion on  

sustainable solutions for an urban future, this triennial 

event will bring together global urban sustainability  

leaders for ICLEI’s largest showcase of its ground-

breaking work towards a viable urban future. Top  

performing cities will showcase their most successful  

initiatives, innovative policies and exceptional results 

while testing out the wide range of ICLEI tools and  

services available to local governments. Participants will 

also explore Seoul’s world class initiatives on the ground 

through Mobile Workshops and a range of side events 

including Urban Nature, the Biodiversity & Climate 

Change workshop and the Urban Biodiversity Research 

and Policy workshop. 

URBAN NATURE 
The 2015 Urban Nature conference at the ICLEI World Con-

gress is set for a cutting-edge discourse on Local Action for 

Biodiversity and Water in the urban context. Running in parallel 

to the ICLEI World Congress, Urban Nature has been a signifi-

cant addition to the Congress programme since it was first  

developed in 2006 and showcases the strides that local gov-

ernments from around the world are making to ensure that bio-

diversity is at the heart of municipal planning.   

This year’s theme recognises how aquatic ecosystems signifi-

cantly impact on the social and economic success of cities, 

including for food and water security, climate change adapta-

tion and mitigation, and disaster risk reduction. Over the course 

of two days, the event will profile inspirational examples from 

the around world and explore opportunities for managing  

water and biodiversity in cities.  

On day one, the array of ecosystem services that aquatic 

ecosystems provide urban areas will be demonstrated,  

exploring in detail the provisioning, regulating and cultural  

services that biodiversity and water afford to cities around the 

world.  

CONFIRMED SPEAKERS  

INCLUDE: 

 Yolanda Kakabadse, President, World Wildlife Fund 

(WWF) 

 Amy Fraenkel, Director, Division of Mainstreaming,  

Partnerships and Outreach, Secretariat of the Conven-

tion on Biological Diversity (SCBD) 

 Giulio Boccaletti, Global Managing Director, Water, The 

Nature Conservancy 

 Dr Cathy Oke, Councillor, City of Melbourne, Australia 

 Honourable Donald Iverson, Mayor, Edmonton, Canada 

 

Day two will take a macro view of water in the landscape 

through interactive sessions with leading planners and technical 

experts. This collaborative approach will provide delegates 

and speakers to dissect on-the-ground issues and share their 

own experiences for targeted problem-solving. Finally, the 

event will explore the role of leadership in showcase cities 

leading the way for effective biodiversity and water manage-

ment and sharing good practices through a high-level 

roundtable discussion of Mayors, Councillors and other high-

level decision-makers. 

Urban Nature 2015, 11-12 April is a co-event to the  

ICLEI World Congress 2015, 8-12 April, Seoul, Republic of Korea 

 

Day 1 of the Urban Nature Conference will take place at the Gallery MUN, 

Dongdaemun Design Plaza. Day 2 will move to Seoul City Hall. 

More information: http://worldcongress2015.iclei.org/en/urban-nature/ 

 

Sus-
Sustainable Solutions for 

an Urban Future 

EVENTS 
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Sus-

 

MOBILE WORKSHOPS 
As part of the ICLEI World Congress, Mobile Workshops 

will explore how Seoul Metropolitan Government 

achieves its ambitious sustainability goals and environ-

mental targets through over 14 on-site workshop sessions 

across the city.  

The BiodiverCity Workshop in Seoul Forest: 

This workshop will visit the former golf course and horse 

track which now houses an insect botanical garden  

together with a wetlands ecological field, wildflower 

habitat and a bird observatory. 

More information: http://worldcongress2015.iclei.org/ 

The Urban Biodiversity Research and Policy Work-

shop: 

Cities and local government officials will have the opportunity to engage 

directly with leading urban biodiversity researchers to improve understanding 

of the research needs of cities and local governments will be determined 

during the Urban Biodiversity Research and Policy Workshop, presented by 

Urban Biodiversity Design Network (URBIO) and ICLEI Cities Biodiversity Center.  

The half-day workshop will showcase the Global Urban Biodiversity Research Agenda, and gather input from local government 

practitioners, whilst exploring mechanisms for improving communication between practitioners and researchers.  

Join the Urban Biodiversity Research and Policy workshop on Friday 10 April 13.00 – 18.00 at the Academy Hall, Design Lab, Dongdaemun Design Plaza.  

The Biodiversity and Climate Change workshop: 

Kicking off on 8
th
 April, this event will examine how cities are utilizing natural solutions to contribute towards climate change adap-

tation/mitigation, the benefits and challenges of integrating climate change adaptation/mitigation with biodiversity and green 

spaces, and support cities need to manage biodiversity and adapt to climate change more effectively.  

Matthwelwry_Seoul 
FIND OUT MORE AT: 

www.worldcongress2015.iclei.org 

http://worldcongress2015.iclei.org/
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In previous newsletters it was explained that the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity (currently 193  

national governments plus the EU), meet every two years to consider decisions related to the implementation of the 

CBD. In October 2014 in Pyeongchang, Republic of Korea, the 12
th
 meeting of the Conference of the Parties saw the 

adoption of a fourth consecutive decision on engagement with cities and subnational governments – another record 

among United Nations multilateral environmental agreements. A number of other COP 12 decisions also make reference 

to this important subject. This article outlines what they say and why they are relevant. 

 

The CBD COP12: What did it 

 really mean for local governments? 

In June 2011 ICLEI’s Cities Biodiversity Center seconded Senior Professional Officer André 

Mader to the Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity (SCBD) in Montréal, 

Canada. This continuing, unique, arrangement brings much-needed capacity to the sub-

national implementation work of the Secretariat, while placing ICLEI at the center of the 

United Nations’ biodiversity decision-making processes.  

Decision XII/9 on Engagement with Cities and 

Subnational Governments focuses, for the first time on sustain-

able urbanization. It invites Parties to work with subnational 

governments towards sustainable urbanization, and calls on 

Parties to incorporate biodiversity considerations into  

infrastructural development and to strengthen subnational gov-

ernments’ own capacity to do the same. Also for the first time in 

a COP decision, subnational governments are called on  

directly to contribute to the implementation of the CBD. In ad-

dition, the decision makes requests to the Executive Secretary 

which, subject to the availability of resources, are expected to 

be carried out by the CBD Secretariat: to make efforts to main-

stream biodiversity into the work of partner organiza-

tions; to assist Parties and subnational govern-

ments to integrate the contribution of subna-

tional governments to the implementation of 

the CBD; and to collaborate with other UN 

agencies on subnational implementation.  Decision XII/2 on Review of pro-

gress in providing support in implementing 

the objectives of the Convention and the 

Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020, 

and enhancement of capacity-building, tech-

nical and scientific cooperation and other 

initiatives to assist implementation requests the  

Executive Secretary to continue promoting and facilitating 

activities to strengthen the implementation of the Strategic 

Plan, including at the subnational and local levels; and to pro-

mote the full and effective participation of relevant stakehold-

er groups, including local and subnational authorities. It also 

invites Parties to promote public awareness of the values of 

biodiversity by working with subnational authorities and their 

network of partners to implement national biodiversity strate-

gies and action plans (NBSAPs). 

Image: AcidFlask via flickr CC license  

Image: Xishuangbanna Tropical Botanical Garden funded science, Center for 

Tropical Forest Science 

All COP 12 decisions 

can be found on the 

CBD website at: 

 http://www.cbd.int/

decisions/cop/?m=cop-12. 

CBD NEWS 

http://www.cbd.int/decisions/cop/?m=cop-12
http://www.cbd.int/decisions/cop/?m=cop-12
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Decision XII/5 on Biodiversity for poverty  

eradication and sustainable development, in the annex, 

“Chennai guidance for the implementation of the integration of 

biodiversity and poverty eradication for sustainable develop-

ment”, acknowledges the importance of subnational  

biodiversity strategies and action plans (BSAPs) in sustainable 

development and poverty eradication. It also suggests pro-

moting the integration of poverty eradication and develop-

ment concerns and priorities into local and regional BSAPs; 

and identifying resource persons and organizations at the sub-

national level to provide technical assistance or advice, and 

promote the implementation of effective biodiversity manage-

ment plans in the context of poverty eradication and develop-

ment. 

Decision XII/23 on Marine and coastal  

biodiversity: impacts on marine and coastal biodiversity 

of anthropogenic underwater noise and ocean  

acidification, priority actions to achieve Aichi Biodiversi-

ty Target 10 for coral reefs and closely associated ecosys-

tem, and marine spatial planning and training initiatives, in 

the annex, “Priority actions to achieve Aichi Biodiversity Target 

10 for coral reefs and closely associated ecosystems”, express-

es the urgent need to consolidate and strengthen efforts at 

local level, while coordination among national and subnation-

al governments is also encouraged. Parties are encouraged to 

focus on the local level with regard to various actions to pro-

tect marine and coastal biodiversity, and the annex advises 

exploring opportunities for innovative financing to support lo-

cal implementation. 

In addition to these decisions, others with less comprehensive coverage of subnational implementation also have relevance to 

subnational implementation. These are: 

 Decision XII/1 on Mid-term review of progress in implementation of the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020 

including the fourth edition of the Global Biodiversity Outlook, and actions to enhance implementation 

 Decision XII/7 on Mainstreaming gender considerations 

 Decision XII/11 on Biodiversity and tourism development 

 Decision XII/18 on Sustainable use of biodiversity: bushmeat and sustainable wildlife management 

 Decision XII/19 on Ecosystem conservation and restoration 

 Decision XII/22 on Marine and coastal biodiversity: ecologically or biologically significant marine areas (EBSAS) 

 

Implication 
Most policy-makers in cities and other subnational government are probably unaware of even the existence of COP 

decisions. These decisions have, however, potential implications for them because they guide national governments’ 

domestic decision-making on biodiversity for at least the two years following their adoption. Subnational governments 

can use the international influence behind them to encourage action and as the basis for cooperation or support. This 

requires a proactive approach on the part of individuals in national and/or subnational government. The more  

subnational governments acknowledge and incorporate these decisions and others of the CBD into their biodiversity 

planning, the more likely cooperation between them and the greater the potential for harnessing the critical  

contribution of subnational governments to the implementation of the CBD.  

So… make reference to them in discussion with partners, especially other levels of government; or use them as a reason 

for opening up such communication channels. Demonstrate your knowledge of what is being decided on behalf of  

subnational governments, at the international level, and harness it to the benefit of local action for biodiversity. 

Coral reef ecosystem at Palmyra Atoll National Wildlife Refuge. Image: Jim 

Maragos/U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service  

Image: South African Water Research Commission  

https://secure.flickr.com/photos/usfwspacific/5565696408/
https://secure.flickr.com/photos/usfwspacific/5565696408/
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In order to assess the state of urban biodiversity conservation around the world the San Francisco Department of Environment, in 

collaboration with the Nature Conservancy, California office, have created a Municipal Biodiversity Survey. This survey will gather 

information about best practices and current policies – on the conservation, restoration, and stewardship of biological diversity in 

cities – as part of their goal to catalyze intercity biodiversity collaboration and sharing of urban nature best practices. 

The objectives of the survey, include increased understanding of: 

 What other cities are doing, both for their benefit, and to share with the greater biodiversity community? 

 How other city’s different agencies and organizations support nature and biodiversity? 

 How specific programs or activities help cities to reach their goals.? 

The survey is divided into categories and should take approximately 20 minutes to complete. Principally, the survey is interested in 

whether a city or municipality has any programs or projects that explicitly for protecting, conserving and restoring indigenous natu-

ral heritage. The back end of the survey is sophisticated enough that a robust report on 

the state of the world’s cities’ management of their own biodiversity will be developed, and 

this will be shared with all municipalities, in order to enhance biodiversity strategies around 

the world. 

 

Click this link to participate and contribute to building global urban biodiversity knowledge 

and practices: Municipal Biodiversity Survey 

The global state of cities’ biodiversity management: 

ICLEI Africa, in partnership with the South African National Biodiversity 

Institute (SANBI) and the Gauteng Department of Agriculture and Rural 

Development (GDARD) has proudly launched the first regionally-

dedicated toolbox for incorporating biodiversity considerations in local 

government planning and decision-making making in South Africa.  

The Biodiversity Mainstreaming Toolbox for land-use planning and 

development in Gauteng brings together the range of maps and 

guidelines that local governments should use to ensure that biodiversity 

is sufficiently considered in land-use planning and environmental authori-

sations to conserve biodiversity inside and, fundamentally, outside of 

protected areas. It is aimed at all local governments departments, and 

provides an accessible introduction to biodiversity management at the 

local government level, including the importance of biodiversity for  

climate change resilience. The term ‘toolbox’ indicates that the docu-

ment is a starting point for users to become acquainted with the range 

of tools available, and provides information on where to access the 

tools themselves.  

 

The Toolbox received a warm reception as it was rolled out to each 

municipality in Gauteng at the end of 2014. The range of departments 

at each workshop, and the insightful discussions around implementation 

of the tools showed the dedication that local governments in Gauteng 

province have to conserving biodiversity in the region.   

Also part of the series, the Senior Manager’s version of the Toolbox – 

which provides a short overview of the toolbox and why biodiversity is 

important to local governments and development – and the Planners 

Quick Guide to the Biodiversity Mainstreaming Toolbox, have been  

created for these audiences specifically.  

           To find out more and to download the Toolbox, please visit: 

                                                                                       http://cbc.iclei.org/biodiversity-mainstreaming-toolbox 

The Biodiversity Mainstreaming Toolbox for land-use 

planning & development in Gauteng 

NEW TOOLS 

http://www.nature.org/ourinitiatives/regions/northamerica/unitedstates/california/index.htm
http://survey.sfenvironment.org
http://survey.sfenvironment.org
http://cbc.iclei.org/biodiversity-mainstreaming-toolbox
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The Geoduck (Panopea generosa) is a remarkably 

large species of saltwater clam. The shells can reach 15 to 20 

centimeters in diameter, and the siphon, or neck reaching as 

long as 3 1/2 feet. Native to the Northwest coast of North 

America and Southwestern Canada, the average specimen 

weights between 0.5-2kg, though some reports have them 

weighing in at over 12kg. The Geoduck trade today is an $80 

million dollar a year US industry, mostly exported to the Far East. 

 

These creatures also earn the title of one of the longest living 

animals on the planet with a life expectancy of about 145 

years (The oldest recorded at 160 years old)! 

 

BIODIVERSITY     BACKPAGE 

The Star Nosed 

Mole (Condylura cristata) is found all along the Eastern sea-

board of the United States as well as along Southeastern areas 

of Canada. It is the sole member of the genus Condylura. These 

unique creatures have the unmistakable trait of having eleven 

pairs of pink fleshy appendages sprouting from their snout. These 

appendages are used for their sense of touch, and contain more 

than 25,000 sensory receptors– 6 times more sensitive than our 

fingertips. The Star Nosed Mole is functionally blind, and is smaller 

than an average Mole (only about the size of a Hamster). A re-

port in the journal Nature attributed the Star Nosed Mole as be-

ing the fastest eating mammal, taking as little as 120 milliseconds 

to identify and consume foot items, deciding in only 8 milliseconds 

on weather or not something is edible. These moles also possess 

the rare ability to smell underwater by exhaling air bubbles onto 

objects and then inhaling the bubbles to carry scents back 

through the nose. 

Pale pink, zebra-striped, iridescent purple, flaming orange and 

shimmering blue, Lake Malawi is home to over 1000 species of fish 

including 600 different species of Cichlids, 350 of which are 

unique to the lake.  

Cichlids have two sets of teeth. The first (front) set is used to col-

lect food and the second (in the throat) grinds the food down in 

much the same way as a millstone is used to break down grain. 

A cradle of evolution, formed millions of years ago when violent 

subterranean forces tore apart the Earth’s crust to create the Afri-

can Rift Valley, Lake Malawi is more than 400 miles long and 700 

metres (2300 ft) deep and Africa’s third largest lake. Today, 

catching and collecting aquarium fish for export to a large inter-

national market , remains a regular 

industry for those who live near 

Lake .Malawi.  

In 1980 Lake Malawi was desig-

nated a World Heritage Site – but 

the rapidly growing population 

around the lake is leading to over 

fishing and increased pollution. 

This in turn is depleting the fish 

stocks of this valuable resource.  
Young fishermen feeding bread to cichlid fish, Lake Malawi 

Image credits: synapsebristol.blogspot.com  

G
ILB

ER
T W

. A
R

IA
S/

SEA
TTLE P

I  



 @ICLEICBC 

biodiversity@iclei.org 

ICLEICBC 

www.cbc.iclei.org 

 

ICLEI WORLD CONGRESS 

8-12 April 2015, Seoul  

URBAN NATURE 

11-12 April 2015, Seoul 

INTERNATIONAL DAY FOR BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY 2015 

22 May 2015 

RAMSAR COP 12 

1-9 June 2015, Maldonado, Uruguay   

UNFCCC COP 21 

30 November - 11 December 2015, Paris, Ile-De-France, France   

 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS IN 2015 


