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Goal 11: Make cities 
inclusive, safe, resilient and 

sustainable

Transformative Agreements for a 
Sustainable Urban Development

COP 13 “Biodiversity Integration for the Well-being” 

I. URBAN BIODIVERSITY CONTEXT



Irregular settlements in valued environmental
zones in Mexico City

II. URBANIZATION VS BIODIVERSITY, ANTAGONIC PROCESSES

Diverse conflict manifestations between urbanization and biodiversity: 

Deforestation for urbanization purposes

Social housing external to the context
Natural course obstruction

Sensitive habitat loss

Coastal ecosystems transformation
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 Each component integrates a serie of guideliens directly and indirectly linked to biodiversity
 Make visible the interdependencies amongst all guidelines in order to achieve sectorial synergies

III. ACTIONS IN FAVOR OF URBAN BIODIVERSITY IN MEXICO

“GUIDELINES TOWARDS URBAN SUSTAINABILITY”
(SEMARNAT, 2014)

 Conceived to facilitate the adoption of a comprehensive approach in planning and managemewnt of the cities



“GAU CITIES PROGRAM”

Intersectorial coordination framework SEMARNAT-SEDATU financed by the German Technical Cooperation in 
Mexico to promote innovative urban models in mexican cities

“New Guideline for Municipal Urban Planning” “Positioning Document about Urban Biodiversity”

The new Human Settlements, Land Use Management and 
Urban Development Law

(DOF 28/Nov/2016)
“Avoid to surpass the ecosystems carrying capacity and 

human growth from occurring in high quality agricultural 
land, protected natural areas or forests“

Ecological Equilibrium and Environmental Protection General Law
Art. 23 Criteria for environmental regulation of human settlements
“Ecological conservation areas will be established and managed in a 

prioritized way towards human settlements and green areas.”



“CHARTER FOR SUSTAINABLE PORT TOWNS”

Signed by 16 Port Administrations and cities from the country during the
Workshop Pre COP13 “Building a strategy for Biological Diversity integration 
onto planning and Port Towns development” Boca del Rio, Veracruz from
October 17 to the 20, 2016

Adopts a comprehensive approach of port development, sensitive to costal ecosystems characteristics
and multidimensional challenges of sustainability (Biodiversity, Climate Change, Pollution).



IV. FINAL THOUGHTS 

The consolidation of an environmental policy facing the challenges of Biodiversity, can only be achieved
through an effective municipal strengthening and the required articulation of the environmental and 
urban agendas.

o Progress in renewing the local processes of urban planning and management adopting an integrated 
approach that makes it possible to value and internalize the environmental goods and services 
provided by the natural ecosystems to cities.

o In regards to Biodiversity Conservation, the agenda must introduce the topic of Urban Biodiversity, as 
a specific way for the new urban legal framework to become a reality in our country. 

Thanks


