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Several calamities 
facing the world today
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1900 200 MILLION

2015 3.5  BILLION

2050 7.0  BILLION

World URBANPopulation

With thanks to Gil Peñalosa



Proportion of the world population living in urban areas

Source. UN World population report 2014



Non-communicable
disease

Contributingfactor Nature-basedprevention 
or treatment

Cardiovascular Lifestyle, nutrition, Exercise,food quality

Respiratory Lifestyle,pollution, smoking Exercise,food quality, air 
quality

Cancers Lifestyle, diet, pollution and 
smoking

Exercise, air quality, water 
quality

Diabetes Dietand malnutrition Exerciseand food quality

Musculo-skeletal Lifestyle Exerciseand food quality

Obesity Diet, lifestyle Exercise and food quality

Mental and behavioural Lifestyle Outdoorrecreation, food 
quality

Genetic/degenerative Fetalenvironment? Palliative outdoor recreation

Non-communicable diseases account for 63% of 
global mortality in 2013



Kathy MacKinnon
CBD & Climate

Medical research provides 
evidence for role of nature
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Some pointers for 
mutually beneficial 

solutions



Protected areas in 
Colombia:

Å10% of  country

ÅProvides 50%  of 
Colombians with 
water

ÅGenerates 20% of 
hydroelectric 
power

ÅGrazing and fire 
management

ÅClimate change



Bogotá, Colombia:  8 million people, 80% of water 
from one protected area ChingazaNational Park 


