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Mexico one more than Biodiverse country in the world

INAFED will support to municipalities in this process

Mexico account with
big biological and 

cultural riches

The succes cases and 
the expertise will

support the identifice
of synergies across a 

Network of Biodiverse
Municipalities in 

Mexico.

The Municipalities 
are the first sites 

where the benefits 
and responsabilities

on conservation 
issues.



Biological´s & Cultural´s
Riches of Mexico

Context: Mexico´s case.



Of the more than 190 countries, Mexico is part of a 

select group of 17 countries recognized as 

"megadiversos“.

Mexico contains between 60 and 70 per cent of the 

known biological diversity of the planet.

Mexico is recognized as a center of origin and 

biological diversity, as well as a domestication center 

of at least 100 cultivated species (Perales and Aguirre 

2008, Bellón et al., 2009), many of them of global 

importance, such as maize, Pumpkins, beans, 

avocados, nopales, cocoa, vanilla, among others. 

The conservation of genetic resources contained in 

humanized biodiversity and their wild relatives is 

strategic for food security, particularly in the face of 

global change.

Biodiversity Riches on Mexico

Source: National Biodiverse Strategy . CONABIO. 2016



Mexico has 2,458 municipalities, includded 16 

Delegations of  Mexico City (178 account with largest

surfice area of high biodiversity )

Cactaceae, for example, a family of plants confined to the 

American continent, estimated between 1,500 and 1,800 

species, has in Mexico important centers of diversification 

with about 560 species (and more than 300 subspecies) 

distributed only in the country Hernández et al., 2004); In 

addition, in different genera of this family, the degree of 

endemism can reach a very high proportion (more than 

90%).

Approximately 264 municipalities are classified as having 

high priority for the conservation of terrestrial species 

because they have an extreme level of prioritization, 

according to CONABIO. 781 municipalities, according to 

extreme priority in aquatic sites and  103 municipalities, 

according to priority by mangroves.

Biodiverse municipalities

Source: National Biodiverse Strategy . CONABIO. 2016



Mexico is one of the 8 countries in which 

half the world's languages are 

concentrated (the Total is estimated at 

around 7,000), 

Itself holds 4%, which places it in the 5th 

place of the Countries with greater 

linguistic diversity. 

According to the Catalog of National 

Indigenous Languages of the National 

Institute of Indigenous Languages, in 

Mexico 364 variants of 68 clusters are 

recognized in 11 Language families (that 

is, 68 different indigenous languages).

Cultural Riches on Mexico

Source: Special Program of Culture and Arts 2014-2018 (PECA, achronym in spanish). CONACULTA. 2016



Municipalities: 
Their role in the conservation 
of biological and cultural 
biodiversity.

Why the municipalities and subnational governments?: Mexico´s case.



Is really  necessary understand that is 

totally possible find the way for make a 

sustainable use of the resources without 

sacrificed economic growth.

The conservation activities has an 

economic value, indeed, this value can be 

highest than been their unsustainable use. 

For example, the conservation activities 

generated value added from the service 

sector as the tourism, additionally give the 

opportunity for offer products with highest 

value added, more than if it did not. 

Municipalities: As a niche of opportunity for 
conservation



Is really  necessary understand that is totally possible find 

the way for make a sustainable use of the resources 

without sacrificed economic growth.

The conservation activities has an economic value, indeed, 

this value can be highest than been their unsustainable 

use. 

For example, the conservation activities generated value 

added from the service sector as the tourism, additionally 

give the opportunity for offer products with highest value 

added, more than if it did not. 

Only 39% of municipalities in Mexico have regulations on 

issues of ecological management or ecology and protection 

of the environment.

Less than 40 % of municipalities account with 

administrative unit for environmental issues.

Municipalities: As a niche of opportunity for 
conservation

Then….

Source: INAFED analysis with CONABIO and INEGI data. 2016



Network of Biodiverse
Municipalities: 
For what?... How?...

A Network of Biodiverse Municipalities as work´s skill for building synergies: Mexico´s case.



In Mexico City receipt around 80 municipalities with high 

value of biodiversity on a Meeting named “Schedule for 

Biodiverse Municipalities”, the local authorities come 

from all parts of country, however, was more from south 

west of the country.

From meeting emerge the main comments and proposals, 

among others: Find the way for the conservation 

activities support the economic development, the 

municipalities have relevant requirements on building 

capacities for promote the sustainable use of their 

natural resources as forest and water among others.

As result main important of the Meeting is recognized as 

a necessary the integral planning, including on a only 

planning effort to territorial order, ecological order and 

urban order, for example. As well, identifying the 

requirement of an indicators system for monitoring at 

the advance in the biodiverse conservation actions.

Municipalities Meeting Results: Towards a 
Network of Biodiverse Municipalities of Mexico



OBJETIVE of the Network of Biodiverse 

Municipalities of Mexico:

Building a space for dialogue between municipal 

authorities, CONABIO and academics or specialized 

technical bodies, in order to concretise the 

National Biodiversity Strategy in the territory of 

the municipalities, as well as to promote  the 

knowledge of biological diversity, promote 

efficient practices for their conservation and 

sustainable use, as well as to strengthen the 

capacities of municipalities in the field.

Network of Biodiverse Municipalities
of Mexico: A Propposal…. For what?...



STRUCTURE of the Network of Biodiverse Municipalities of Mexico: A propposal

Network of Biodiverse Municipalities
of Mexico: A Propposal… How?...

Presidence***

Secretary***

Technical
secretary**

Working
commissions

Vowels of the state 
government

Coordinating
Committee*

*The first Coordinating 
Committee will be 
integrated by the 
Technical Secretariat with 
the support of INAFED.

**This figure will design CONABIO, INAFED and others orgnisms especialized. 

***These personalities will chosen by the majority of the mayors. 



Please, at INAFED we are for you service and want 

support the efforts in the municipilaties. 

In the INAFED we have open the doors.

We will be thinking the biodiversity conservation 

as a opportunity of development too.

Network of Biodiverse Municipalities
of Mexico: A Propposal



Thank you!

Enjoy the Mexican caribbean!

kgasca@segob.gob.mx

mailto:kgasca@segob.gob.mx


Directora General Adjunta de 
Fomento y Desarrollo del 

Federalismo.

@SEGOB_mx

@INAFED_Mx

@osoriochong

@JuarezCisneros

@_KarlaGasca

Karla Jessica Gasca Lara

kgasca@segob.gob.mx

mailto:kgasca@segob.gob.mx

