
1. Jijidae Hill_Pine tree forest trail  Pajang-dong, Jangan-gu, Suwon

This pine tree forest trail was the first thing anyone coming to Suwon from Seoul would 

see. It was called a “double-slow” hill (literal translation of Jijidae) by putting Ji (slow) 

twice in the name since the procession to pay respects to Prince Sado walked slowly. 

This hill symbolizes King Jeongjo’s filial love for his father with mixed feelings that he 

wanted to run to his father right away and to go back slowly after his visit to the tomb 

to honor his father. It has been said that he found so commendable pine trees standing 

imposingly as if they escorted the procession that he awarded the third-rank govern-

ment position to them.

2. Old Pine Tree Region  Imok-dong, Jangan-gu, Suwon

It is a pine tree forest trail that stretches about 5 km up to the intersection of Suwon 

Sports Complex along the old path from Jijidae Hill. During King Jeongjo’s era, as many 

as 500 pine trees and 40 weeping willows were planted to create a thick and dense forest, 

but now only 36 trees have remained. Currently, the city has made efforts to create a 

path of old pine trees again by planting young pine trees. During the Joseon Dynasty, 

pine trees were banned from being cut down since they were called a tree of the royal 

palace. King Jeongjo created luxuriant pine tree trails throughout Hwaseong and a route 

he took to visit his father’s tomb. 

3. Manseok Reservoir(Manseok Park)_Habitat for aquatic 

organisms  Jeongja-dong, Jangan-gu, Suwon

An artificial lake called Manseok Reservoir was created in 1798 (the 22th year of King 

Jeongjo) as an irrigation facility to help the people to do farming on the land only with 

thick mugwort. Next to it, a large state-owned rice field, Daeyupyeong was formed. 

The name of Manseok Reservoir originates from a tale that 10,000 seok (≒1,800,000 

litters) of rice was cultivated. (Man meaning 10,000) With rice paddies, the once barren 

lands turned into a living foundation for various living creatures. A forest trail was 

formed by planting lotus flowers in the lake and willow trees, cassia-bark trees, arbor-

vitae and elm trees around the dike. Currently, it has become an eco lake in the city 

inhabited by 4,190 species of aquatic organisms like lotus flowers and Russian iris.

4. Yeonghwa Station_Mulberry forest Yeonghwa-dong, Jangan-gu, Suwon

Located outside Jangan Gate (North Gate) in Hwaseong Fortress, Yeonghwa was a 

station where one could change horses. Yeonghwa means “welcome to Hwaseong.” 

Under the era of King Jeongjo, a luxuriant mulberry forest was situated near the station. 

The forest of 10,000 mulberry trees was created according to an appeal made by 

Hayeong Woo, the then scholar of Suwon, to plant mulberry trees which can grow even 

on the salty lands, in an attempt to solve the people’s starvation. And next to the 

mulberry forest, horses would run on the open plain. It was considered as “a splendid 

station with romping foals out of Suwon’s eight scenic views during the spring season.

5. Chukman Dike (Lake Seoho)  Seodun-dong, Gwonseon-gu, Suwon

As a lake below Mt. Yeogi, it was created in 1799 (the 23th year of King Jeongjo) as an 

agricultural irrigation facility. It was called Lake Seoho (Seo meaning the west) since it 

was located in the west of Hwaseong Fortress. A forest trail with pine trees and willow 

trees spread out around the dike. A carp living in Chukman Dike was so famous that it 

was often offered to the king during the Joseon Dynasty. It was also home to Soho 

bitterling which was one and only species throughout the globe, but now has become 

extinct. Currently, it has served as a habitat for sericinus telamon which has been 

restored this year. It is a paradise for migratory birds including egrets designated as a 

natural monument that are nesting on Mt. Yeogi.

6. Hwaseong Palace_Three zelkova trees
It is a place that King Jeongjo stayed during his visit to his father’s tomb and there are 

three, 360-year old zelkova trees in front of Sinpungnu Gate at the palace. During the 

Joseon Dynasty, the zelkova trees in front of the palace symbolize right politics. Still 

imposingly standing at the extant Changgyeonggung Palace, the trees witnessed Prince 

Sado’s being trapped to death inside a wooden rice chest. Yak-yong Jeong spotted on 

his way to exile that three zelkova trees planted by Prince Sado in front of Onyang 

Palace were left untended and informed King Jeongjo. The trees embody the king’s 

longing for his father. In 1982, the zelkova trees at Sinpungnu Gate were designated as 

protected trees.

7. Hwaseong Fortress_Mt. Paldal
Surrounded by plains, Mt. Paldal is a low mountain with a height of 128m above the sea 

level at the center of Suwon and can see all of Hwaseong Fortress at a glance. According 

to a book named Joseon Trees and Water(2007), it was said that the forest composed of 

old pine trees at Mt. Paldal was the most beautiful forest unseen elsewhere out of urban 

forests in South Korea. Below Mt. Paldal, Hwaseong Fortress was built from 1794 to 

1798. The forest has become even more luxuriant after planting 25 species of trees 

including pine trees, mulberry trees and elm trees. Four ponds created inside Hwaseong 

Fortress have also become a habitat for aquatic creatures.

8. Suwon Stream_ Willow forest trail
Along Suwon Stream passing through the center of Hwaseong Fortress starting from 

Mt. Gwanggyo, a forest of willow trees was thriving. The king’s procession extended 

along the forest trail of swaying willow trees which represent Hwaseong Fortress. 

Suwon Stream was also called “Yucheon” (Yu meaning willow trees and cheon meaing 

stream) since there were many willow trees while Hwaseong was dubbed as “Yucheon-

seong” because the shape of the fortress resembled a leaf of a willow tree. Merchants of 

Suwon were called “Yusang” during the era of King Jeongjo, which was also originated 

from willow trees.

9. Beodeunae Path_Seryu-dong
A town located on the willow forest trail downstream of Suwon Stream was called 

Beodeunae Town. To this date, names associated with a willow tree are being used such 

as Beodeunae Path and Seryu-dong. A stone post set up upstream by King Jeongjo on 

his way to the tomb has still remained. The view of Suwon Stream in a wet mist through 

the willow forest is so mesmerizing that it has been called a “willow stream in a clear 

mist” as one of the eight sceneries of Suwon during spring. 

10. Daehwang Bridge_Chestnut tree forest 
Daehwang Bridge located in the south of Hwaseong Fortress was a bridge built over 

Hwangguji Stream and also called King’s bridge since the King Jeongjo’s procession 

passed through it. It also led to a forest trail where pine trees, chestnut trees and plum 

trees were densely thriving. In particular, 3,823 chestnut trees provided a cooling shade 

during the summer season while plum trees bore fruits so many that the branches were 

weighed down. 

11. Annyeongri Path_Spruce forest trail
Annyeong-ri, Hwaseong City is the last point leading to Hyeollyungwon. It was named 

Annyeong to wish Prince Sado to rest in peace. (A literal translation of Annyeong means 

wellness and peace.) It was said that the forest of spruces which grew straight stretched 

out on the streets as if they were soldiers who lined up to guard King Jeongjo’s proces-

sion. 

12. Hyeollyungwon_Thick and dense forest
There is no other place than Hyeollyungwon, the home to the tomb of Prince Sado, 

which can better represent King Jeongjo’s tree-planting policy. In its surrounding areas, 

the king created a thick and dense forest by planting as many as 12 million trees for 

seven years including pine trees, nut pines, spruces and oak trees. Mt. Hwa, located at 

the back of Hyeollyungwon, was called “a mountain with many flowers” since he also 

planted flower trees. He once wrote that blossoming flowers below the forest “looked a 

lot alike lamp lighting in the evening of lamp Festival (on the day of Budda’s Birth).” The 

forest the king formed with love and respect for his father near Hyeollyungwon has been 

a very critical habitat for many living organisms to this date.

King Jeongjo was so-called a cham-

pion of tree planting who planted the 

most number of trees among kings 

during the Joseon Dynasty. He con-

structed forests and a lake along the 

route he took to visit Hyeollyungwon 

where his father, Prince Sado, rested 

in peace. Next to it, large-sized rice 

paddies were also created. In other 

words, he laid the foundation for his 

people to ease their concerns for 

livelihood and for a variety of living 

creatures to survive together in har-

mony. The forests have been there 

with the city from the start as Suwon 

has developed into a city. Unfortu-

nately, most of dense and thick for-

ests have disappeared after going 

through the Japanese colonial rule 

and modernization. Suwon, a city 

built in 1789 with values of biodiver-

sity invites you to walk along the 

urban forests King Jeongjo went 

through to pay respects to his father.
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