
I caught shrimps in a puddle next to rice 

paddies. I sold or ate the shrimps caught 

with a riddle. There were a plenty of pud-

dles. While plowing a rice field, one could 

find some weeds called Wolmangdae which 

was black and chewy. I used to also eat rice 

grass plucked out in a puddle after cutting 

off the bottom part, eat new shoots from 

pine trees after peeling off the bark and 

chew resin which I felt like a gum.

Lotus Flower
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Lotus flowers were planted at ponds located in Manseok Reservoir 

Lake Seoho and norther/southern regions and Yongyeon inside 

Hwaseong. The lotus flowers can be used as a food material. They have 

so big and beautiful flowers that they are considered as a flagship 

aquatic organism at a lake. 

Sericinus Telamon
As an insect (Lepidoptera, Papilioni-

dae) with a long and thin tail, it can 

be seen from spring to September. 

This species used to be spotted every-

where, but after farmland arrange-

ment and river refurbishment projects 

in the 1980s it has been hardly seen 

due to disappearance of Northern 

pipevines, the only food plant for the 

species. Currently, Suwon has created 

a colony site for Norther pipevines at 

Seoho Dike, protecting the habitat for 

the endangered sericinus telamon. 

Mulberry Tree

One of the most critical tasks that a 

county governor must take care of in 

the past was to encourage agriculture 

and sericulture. Tens of thousands of 

mulberry trees were sown in the neigh-

borhood of Hwaseong for silk farming 

since tree planting was considered as 

an agricultural policy. The trees were 

highly versatile since they provided 

food, clothing and shelter to the people 

and were also used as medicinal herbs.

Pine Tree
Pine trees planted in Suwon’s Old Pine Tree 

Region are classified as red pine since the fruits 

from the buds at the end of a branch look red as 

well as the reddish bark. Such red pine is also 

called as ‘land pine’ because they are more often 

spotted at inland areas or as ‘female pine’ due to 

their softer leaves than pine trees that normally 

grow at coastal areas. They have been protected 

since the designation as the natural monument 

No.19 of Gyeonggi Province in 1973.  

Egret
As an official city bird of Suwon, 

Egrets live in communal life while 

feeding on fish or frogs in water of 

Grade 2 or cleaner. They are quite 

white and clean that they have been 

used for a metaphor for a scholar’s 

integrity. Mt. Yeogi in Gwonseon-gu, 

Suwon is well-known as a habitat for 

egrets. These birds capture feed from 

neighboring Lake Seoho and Hwang-

guji Stream.

Willow Tree
In the past, especially at the agricul-

ture-based society, a lot of willow 

trees growing well along the riversides 

were planted based on the wisdom that 

they could prevent water from being 

evaporated and block winds with 

blooming rice flowers. On top of that, 

the reasons behind preference for 

willow trees from the old days are for 

prevention of a dike from collapsing 

due to inundation during a flood; for 

defense purpose by taking advantage 

of leaves that stretch down; and for 

their use as a medicinal plant which 

works well for pain killer and allevia-

tion of fever. 

Zelkova Tree
It is a big tree with a height of over 

20m and the circumference measuring 

four or five arms’ stretches around. 

During the Joseon Dynasty, it was also 

called a Chinese scholar tree. Accord-

ing to the royal court’s landscaping 

policy, two zelkova trees were planted 

on the left with a zelkova tree on the 

right in front of the royal palace or a 

temporary palace to follow the shape 

of a Chinese character(品). These trees 

symbolize three ministers’ right poli-

tics. 

Nut PineA nut pine provides the most nutritious 

food ingredients among coniferous trees. 

King Jeongjo planted many nut pine trees 

to ease the people’s concerns about feeding 

themselves. A case in point was a forest of 

nut pine trees created near Hyeollyungwon 

by planting the trees relocated from the 

then Yeongdong Region. 

Fir Tree

A trunk of fir trees living in a 

clump grows straight without 

side shoots. They were also used 

as a material for a column of a 

royal palace in the old days. 

During the era of King Jeongjo, a 

great deal of fir trees were plant-

ed at Annyeong-ri, Hwaseong 

city and the surrounding areas of 

Hyeollyungwon where the king’s 

procession to pay respects to his 

father passed by. 

Chestnut Tree

Catfish

Tiger

A forest of chestnut trees was created by replanting 

the trees or scattering chestnuts. During the era of 

King Jeongjo, over a ton of chestnuts were scattered 

around Hyeollyungwon. In summer, the forest 

became luxuriant with chestnut trees. There were 

records showing that chestnut trees were planted in 

the surrounding areas after building Hwaseong 

Fortress in Suwon. The town name “Yuljeon-dong”, 

Gwonseon-gu, Suwon has been originated from a 

tale that there were a lot of chestnut trees in the    

town. (Yul meaning chestnuts)

There was a large state-owned rice 

field near the northern gate with a lot of 

pine trees. But, only a few of them have 

remained now. I used to go to the field 

to gather some wild herbs.

In hindsight, it was really romantic 

back then. It couldn’t be any better. 

In the river just up ahead whose 

water was crystal clear, there were 

lots of fish like yellow shells, big 

catfishes and eels.

The graveyard of King Jeongjo 

was packed with indescribably 

many nut pine trees measuring 

several arms’ stretches around. It 

was amazing. Herons, a kind of 

storks, bred their young. But, 

they were all cut off and taken 

by the Japanese.

Mr. Changgil Choi

born in 1940

Lotus-persimmon Tree

There were many lotus-persimmon trees 

at the royal palace called Hwaryeongjeon. 

I would be chased by a person managing 

the trees because I stole the fruits which 

were small but not even a persimmon. I ate 

them since there was nothing else to eat.

Ms. Okhwa Jeong

born in 1933

It has been said that there was a 

tiger. A man was walking while 

carrying some woods. He spotted a 

tiger just in front of him. It looked 

like a little cat which didn’t step 

aside. All of a sudden, it jumped 

over the man when he shooed 

away. Then, the man rolled over 

and over.

Ms. Dongsun Ahn

born in 1937

Duck

I used to hunt a duck which set free 

by American soldiers who also 

came for hunting when I went to 

Mannyeon Hill with my friends 

during the winter time.

Mr. Gwangyeol Jeon

born in 1937

Shrimp

Ms. Juyeo Yang

born in 1942

Squirrel

It’s about when I was thirteen 

years old. There were a lot of 

deers, rabbits, squirrels and 

snakes at Mt. Paldal. I saw 

those animals a lot when I 

went to the mountain to eat 

wild berries.

Ms. Houn Choi

born in 1943

Loach

I used to catch fish in 

Suwon Stream such as 

oriental weather loaches 

or minnows. At Jogijeong 

Dike, there were water 

chestnuts which taste just 

like chestnuts and now are 

used as a medicinal herb.

Mr. Jeong from North Suwon

born in the 1940

Seoho Bitterling

Freshwater Snail

Manseok Park used to be called ‘

Jogijeong Dike’. During summer, 

I spent time swimming or catch-

ing Gugeuli. Gugeuli? Also called 

as ugly, it is a kind of catfish. Due 

to the freshwater snails attached 

to stones, I would slip on them 

and fall into a reservoir.

Mr. Heeil Choi

born in 1942

The fish species only seen at Lake Seoho 

was spotted in 1913 for the first time 

and posted as a new species. However, 

it has been presumed to be extinct since 

not a single population has been spotted 

to this day since 1935 when two with a 

body length of 48mm and 54 mm were 

collected and recorded.
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