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biodiversity@iclei.org 

ABOUT THE PROJECT 

ϥCLEϥ - Local Governments for Sustainability is the 

leading global network of over 1,500 cities, towns 

and regions committed to building a sustainable 

urban future. ϥCLEϥ promotes local action for 

global sustainability, supporting cities to become 

sustainable, resilient, resource-efficient, 

biodiverse, and low-carbon.  

ϥCLEϥ Africa Secretariat is the Sub-Saharan office 

of ϥCLEϥ and serves our local and sub-national 

government members across the region in line 

with the ϥCLEϥ Strategic Plan. ϥCLEϥ Africa also 

hosts the global ϥCLEϥ Cities Biodiversity Center. 

ABOUT ϥCLEϥ 

LOCAL ACTϥON FOR 
BϥODϥVERSϥTY:   

WETLANDS SOUTH AFRϥCA 

The LAB: Wetlands SA project is implemented by ϥCLEϥɅs 

Cities Biodiversity Centre, which is coordinated by ϥCLEϥ 

Africa.  

ϥn the long-term, the programme seeks to contribute to 

disaster risk-reduction and resilience to climate change 

through effective management of biodiversity and 

wetland and enhancing ecosystem services. 

The United States Agency for ϥnternational 

Development (USAϥD) has generously provided funding 

for the LAB: Wetlands SA project.  

OUR PARTNERS 

OUR FUNDER 

For more information, please scan the 
code to the right, or visit our website  
here:  
www.cbc.iclei.org/project/lab-wetlands-sa 

Through enhanced awareness of wetlands, and the 

integration of biodiversity considerations into local 

government planning and decision-making, the 

project will build the capacity of 11 municipalities to 

prioritise and effectively manage wetlands and 

biodiversity at the local level. The project will focus on 

mainstreaming biodiversity across government 

departments and working with community 

stakeholders to increase awareness and community 

buy-in.  



ɈProtect priority natural wetland 

resources, thus enabling the supply of 

ecosystem services, and promoting 

resilient communities and sustainable 

local economies under a changing climate 

within South African local governments.ɉ 

LAB WETLANDS AϥMS TO: 

The LAB: Wetlands SA project is co-produced 
by ϥCLEϥ, the project partners and the 
project municipalities and will:  

¶ ϥmprove local government and citizen 
knowledge and understanding of the value of 
biodiversity and wetlands in the local 
context. 

¶ Boost political commitment to protecting 
biodiversity at the local level.  

¶ ϥntegrate ecosystem services and biodiversity 
into local government planning and decision-
making in a coordinated, multi-sectoral, 
gender-sensitive and participatory way. 

¶ ϥmplement and pilot on-the-ground wetland 
projects as well as develop bankable wetland 
project proposals.  

PROJECT DELϥVERABLES 
Wetlands are South AfricaɅs most 

threatened ecosystems, with 48% of 

wetland ecosystems listed as critically 

endangered, resulting in an urgent need to 

increase awareness of wetland 

importance to incorporate natural 

wetland resource considerations into 

municipal governance mechanisms 

and planning.  

 

- South African National Biodiversity ϥnstitute 

(SANBϥ), National Biodiversity Assessment, 2011. 

1. Waterberg 
2. Ehlanzeni 
3. Bojanala 
4. Ekurhuleni 
5. West Rand 
6. Frances Baard 

PROJECT AREAS ϥN SOUTH AFRϥCA 

7. iLembe 
8. Amathole 
9. BuϜalo City 
10. Eden  
11. Overberg 

 


