
Campinas, São Paulo 

Three city-regions in Brazil are integrating biodiversity and bringing nature back into cities.  
 

One of the most biodiverse countries in the world, Brazil encompasses six terrestrial biogeographic zones and three great marine 

ecosystems. Brazil faces challenges of deforestation as well as exploitation of plant and animal species and pollution.  By bringing 

nature into cities, Brazil can both protect and utilize its wealth of biodiversity while moving towards a more sustainable 

development trajectory.  

Campinas is located in the southeast in a strategic watershed and is part of Cantareira Water System which supplies water for the 

State of São Paulo. Recently, the region has suffered a major water crisis with the water level very low and near the point of collapse.  

Belo Horizonte, Minas Gerais 

Londrina, Paraná  

Located in the south and covered by the Atlantic Forest, the Metropolitan Region of Londrina has three state-owned parks and a rich 

hydrographic network, including the Paranapanema and Tibagi Rivers. Londrina faces increased pressure from urban development 

and aims to protect its important biodiversity while managing increased urbanization. 

Campinas, São Paulo, project city-region  

Located in the southeast, Belo Horizonte is home to eleven private ecological reserves and numerous public green areas such as 

parks and gardens. The Metropolitan Region of Belo Horizonte has about 5.8 million inhabitants distributed in 34 municipalities. It 

faces socio-spatial segregation resulting from urban sprawl that leads to unequal access to services and broader inequalities.  

INTERACT-Bio aims to support 

these city-regions in integrating 

biodiversity into city planning.  

Urban populations in Brazil depend on 

the ecosystem services offered by local 

biodiversity and subnational and 

metropolitan governments will be 

supported in implementing nature-

based solutions to address these 

urban problems.  

For other aims and deliverables visit 

the project website. 
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