
Kochi, Kerala 

Three city-regions in India are integrating biodiversity and bringing nature back into cities.  
 

One of the most biodiverse countries in the world, India is experiencing rapid urban and economic growth that is placing increased 

stress on ecological systems, leading to environmental degradation, pollution, and loss of critical habitats. These effects have a 

direct and adverse impact on the resilience of cities. Protecting, promoting and integrating biodiversity within and around city 

regions provides benefits that can help mitigate these effects and make Indian cities safer and more resilient. 

Located in the southwest, Kochi is home to a mangrove bird sanctuary. Vembanad Lake, the largest Ramsar wetland in South India 

can also be found nearby.  These biodiversity sites face challenges from rapid urbanization and unplanned growth, clogging and 

blocking of natural canals due to waste and a lack of coordination in tackling these serious problems. 

Panaji, Goa 

Mangaluru, Karnataka 

Mangaluru is situated in the southwest near the Western Ghats and the Netravathi-Gurupura Estuary which hosts rich aquatic life 

and at least 25 mangrove patches. Mangaluru has begun to see the effects of climate change and struggles with rapid urbanization 

and lack of awareness of the crucial importance of local biodiversity. 

Kochi, Kerala, project city-region  

Panaji is situated in the southwest amongst four wildlife sanctuaries. Panaji has seen clogging and blocking of the St. Inez creek in 

the region due to solid waste dumping and has also experienced the effects of climate change and rapid urbanization. 

INTERACT-Bio aims to support 

these city-regions in applying ecosystem 

services that improve the wellbeing and 

resilience of their communities.  

These efforts include the promotion of 

urban forestry and wetland 

restoration and support the creation 

of policies at all levels of government 

that encourage sustainable utilization 

and conservation of biodiversity.  

For other aims and deliverables visit the 

project website. 
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