


UNA Rivers aims to:  

Mainstream biodiversity and nature-based solutions into land use planning and decision-making processes 

Increase awareness of ecosystem services through capacity building  

Mobilise project activities through alignment with international policies and processes (such as the Convention 

on Biological Diversity’s Aichi Biodiversity Targets and the Sustainable Development Goals) 

Improve co-ordination between key stakeholders to work together towards integrating biodiversity into land 

use planning  

Connect local communities with nature to encourage appreciation, cultural activation and human well-being 

Implement community-based projects along urban river systems to improve river restoration and 

revitalisation, and improve human well-being and livelihood creation  
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Where we are engaging 

Urban Natural Assets for Africa: 

Rivers for Life (UNA Rivers) is 

implemented by ICLEI’s Cities 

Biodiversity Center. 

This cutting edge project is designed 

to support the daily challenges that 

local governments in Africa experience 

around protecting and revitalising their 

urban natural assets, in particular their 

river systems. 

It aims to integrate nature-based 

solutions into land use planning for 

increased resilience. 

Engagement for the upscaling of the project methodology has occurred in Kenya.  



The City of Lilongwe is proudly called the “Garden City” 
because of its many natural assets, with the Lilongwe River 
being the primary source of water for Lilongwe residents. 
Maps have been created that identify priority urban 
natural asset areas and these are being used to facilitate 
dialogue, improve co-ordination and influence future 
development. 

A landscape master plan has been created for the 
restoration of a pilot site along the Lilongwe River. To date, 
organic waste from the river site has been collected and is 
being used to make compost. In addition, awareness, 
training and capacity building at the site has occurred. 

As part of this project, Lulu, a well-known local singer, has 
produced a unique and vibrant song on why rivers are 
important. This song is mobilising local communities to 
take ownership of and protect the rivers in their cities. 

Dar es Salaam’s main rivers are the Mpiji, Msimbazi, 
Kizinga and Mzinga Rivers. Rapid urbanisation has had a 
significant impact on these river systems. To support the 
project cities with this challenge, a Sustainable River-based 
Urban Planning Guideline document is being developed, 
and innovative and transformative ways of mainstreaming 
the guideline into city level planning are being explored. 

It is the Ethiopian Biodiversity Institute’s mission to 
establish participatory conservation mechanisms and to 
promote the sustainable utilisation of biodiversity for 
sustainable development. 

An exciting workshop held in Addis Ababa used the 
Minecraft tool to give the local community a tangible 
opportunity to co-design a public space according to their 
needs. Implementation of the Ras Mekonnen (also known 
as the Seba Dereja) public open space is currently 
underway. Components to be implemented include 
greening, public benches, bins and local art displays.  
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Wetlands are among the most important natural 
resources in Uganda and occur all over the country, 
covering an estimated 11 percent of its land area.  

Kampala’s vision is to be a vibrant, attractive and 
sustainable city. Entebbe is on a peninsula in the largest of 
the African Great Lakes, Lake Victoria. 

The project is addressing a need identified by project cities 
by providing stock-taking exercises, natural asset mapping 
and capacity building for city officials.  

A city-to-city learning exchange, for all project cities, is 
being organised and will be hosted in Entebbe. This 
exchange provides the platform for cities to learn from 
each other and to share challenges and opportunities 
relating to rivers. A key output of the exchange will be to 
co-develop a programme of action on how each city can 
take the project learnings forward. A set of UNA Rivers 
principles that can be adopted for African cities will also be 
discussed and approved. 
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At a glance 

More information  

biodiversity@iclei.org 

+27 21 202 0381 

www.twitter.com/icleicbc  

www.cbc.iclei.org/project/una -rivers-life/  

Our partners 

About ICLEI Africa 

ICLEI - Local Governments for Sustainability, or 

ICLEI for short, is the leading global network of 

over 1,500 cities, towns and regions committed to 

building a sustainable urban future. We work with 

a wide range of cities and other sub-national 

governments in over 85 countries. 

We serve our African members from our offices 

based in Cape Town, where we work with cities 

and regions across sub-Sahara Africa. We have a 

specific focus on climate change and energy, 

nature-based solutions, urban planning, 

infrastructure, food systems, and water and 

sanitation. Underpinning these themes, our 

projects are designed to strengthen local 

leadership and promote good governance, foster 

innovative partnerships and enable new finance 

options.  

ICLEI Africa’s work is conducted by a dynamic and 

passionate team of professionals that seek to work 

with cities to ensure a more sustainable future. 

ICLEI’s Cities Biodiversity Center is embedded in 

the Africa Regional Office of ICLEI. 

THRIVE – a mobile app reaching across Africa  

Thrives provides step-by-step guidance on how 

to implement 60 nature-based solutions for the 

protection and sustainable use of natural 

assets in sub-Saharan African city regions.  

The solutions are divided into six themes:  

 restoring soil  

 saving water 

 rehabilitating green spaces 

 producing food gardens 

 sustainable cooking & energy 

 preventing disease & disaster 

 

The application is developed for Android and 

can be downloaded free via Google Play.  
 

Watch the video and download the app: 

www.thriveapp.co.za  

http://www.twitter.com/icleicbc
http://cbc.iclei.org/project/una-rivers-life/
http://www.thriveapp.co.za

