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“The road to sustainability runs through the world’s towns and cities” 
Ban Ki-moon, Secretary General of the United Nations 



LOCAL STAKEHOLDERS RELEVANCE IN THE IMPLEMENTATION OF AICHI TARGETS 

Goal 11: Make cities inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable 

11.4 Strengthen efforts to protect and safeguard the world’s cultural and natural heritage 

11.7 By 2030, provide universal access to safe, inclusive and accessible, green and public 
spaces, in particular for women and children, older persons and persons with disabilities 

Biological Diversity Collaborative Agreement  2008 (CDB)  
Recognizes the role of the cities and local governments in biodiversity 
conservation, through actions that contribute to local development and 
generate a direct positive effect on biological diversity, the ecosystems 
and the services these provide.  

New Urban Agenda (Quito, 2016)  
Sets an undisputed precedent to rethink 
from the local perspective the way we 

build, manage and live the cities. 

COP 13 CDB  “Biodiversity Integration for the Well-being” (2016) 
Recognizes the importance of incorporating conservation and sustainable 
use of biodiversity in plans, public policies and sectoral programs. 



Urbanization and 
biodiversity should be 
comprehensively addressed 
by local governments 
responsible for the planning 
and management of cities. 

ADVANCES  IN MAINSTREAMING BIODIVERSITY AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT 

The new Human Settlements, Land Use Planning and Urban 
Development Law (DOF 28/11/2016) contributes with the 
legal basis to regain land´s social function and the natural 
habitat conservation and diversity:    

Avoid to surpass ecosystems’ carrying as well as human 
growth from occurring in high quality agricultural land, 

protected natural areas or forests” 

“Guidelines towards Urban 
Sustainability” 
(SEMARNAT, 2014)  
Conceived to facilitate the adoption 
of a comprehensive approach in 
cities planning and management. 



 “New Guideline for Municipal Urban Planning” 
(SEMARNAT-SEDATU-GIZ, 2016)  
Comprehensive vision of integrated land use planning 
beyond sectorial issues, sensitive to biodiversity and 
environmental services issues 

“Urban Biodiversity Mexican Agenda”  
(SEMARNAT- SEDATU-GIZ, 2016) 
Product of the consensus between urban and environmental 
sectors to address biodiversity from multiple spatial scales: 
green areas, conservation land, river restoration. 

“Sustainable Mexican Port Towns Chart” 

Based on PreCOP13 Workshop “Building a strategy for Biological Diversity 
mainstreaming in planning and Port Towns development” (Boca del Río, 
Veracruz from Oct. 17-20, 2016).   

Sustainable Building Mexican Standard (SEMARNAT, 2013) 

Criteria and minimum environmental requirements for environmental protection 
and sustainable use of natural resources,  including specifications on biodiversity 
and landscape.  

Coordination Agreement SEMARNAT- 
Mexican Construction Industry Chamber 
(2015-2018)  

Add capacities to transform building practices towards 
sustainable models sensitive to biodiversity.  

Natural Protected Areas, Volcanoes, Mexico’s valley 
Source: Semarnat 



FINAL THOUGHTS  
 

o The consolidation of an environmental policy facing the challenges of 
Biodiversity, can only be achieved through a municipal strengthening based 
on environmental and urban integrated agendas. 

o To do so, it is essential to reorient local planning and urban management 
processes, by adopting an integrated approach that allows a real valuation 
of the environmental goods and services provided by ecosystems to cities. 

o In regards to Biodiversity Conservation, the agenda must promote Urban 
Biodiversity issue, as a specific way for the new urban legal framework of 
land use planning to become a reality in Mexico. 


