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CONTENTS CITIES AND BIODIVERSITY  
OUTLOOK BOOK, WEBSITE LAUNCH 

CALL FOR CASE STUDIES 
Our long-awaited  ICLEI Cities Biodiversity Center website has been 

launched!  www.cbc.iclei.org We call on all cities to send us any 

interesting stories, news or case studies so that we can share these with 
other cities and profile the fantastic work being done in your regions on our 
new site.  Send any information to: georgina.avlonitis@iclei.org  

The newly designed interface is much more interactive and user-friendly, 
boasting a custom-made, interactive map where all our programs, cities and 
associated case studies can be showcased. Case studies  can be searched for 
by location, project, ecosystem service and/or Aichi Target.  

 

Cover created by multi-layering  3 photos of Korean 

cityscapes. 
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The ancient agricultural tradition of 
haymaking has at least a 1000 year 
history in Europe. This hay making  
tradition, originally started to provide 
food for domestic animals during the 
cold winter months, is also known to 
have benefits for hundreds of species 
of plants and animals including inter 

HAYMAKING  
HELSINGBORG 

           LAB NEWS 

The LAB Wetlands and Communities 
project is firmly underway, with the 
two South African metros – Nelson 
Mandela Bay Metropolitan Municipali-
ty and the City of Tshwane Metropoli-
tan Municipality – currently working on 
their Wetland and Communities assess-
ment reports. The LAB Wetlands and 
Communities project has been concep-
tualized to help local governments and 
community members better under-
stand the multifarious economic value 
of wetland ecosystems and to build 
local capacity to improve wetland man-
agement through inclusive planning 
and implementation.  

The inaugural Project Steering Com-
mittee meeting took place in July, to 
discuss the timelines and project inter-
ventions. ICLEI Africa and the Cities 
Biodiversity Center is grateful for the 
input from a range of esteemed local 
wetland and biodiversity experts. The 
committee has a wealth of experience 
on wetland projects and is diverse in its 
breadth of experience, with members 
from the South African National Biodi-
versity Institute (SANBI), Working for 
Water, the Department of Environmen-
tal Affairs, Nelson Mandela University, 
the Water Research Commission and 
the Mondi Wetland Programme. 

Work will now focus on finalising the 
Wetlands and Communities biodiversi-
ty assessment reports, which serve as 
an initial assessment of the status of 
local biodiversity and ecosystem ser-
vices – with a specific focus on the use 
and management of wetlands by both 
local authorities and communities 
within each municipality. These will be 
the baseline and benchmark docu-
ments upon which the municipalities’ 
Local Government Wetland Manage-
ment Plans (LGWMP) will be developed 
and is a collation of valuable biodiversi-
ty and ecosystem service information 
for wetlands within each municipality. 
The reports will be used to identify 

LAB WETLANDS AND 
COMMUNITIES  

PROJECT UPDATE 

Rietvlei Dam, Tshwane. (Photo: Creative 

commons by Vark1).  

gaps and priorities to inform future 
management of wetland ecosystems, 
both at the community and local au-

alia: birds; bees, butterflies and other 
insects. The cutting of meadow vegeta-
tion results in a decrease in common, 
strong growing plant species but re-
sults in benefits for rare species that 
are relatively weaker in the competi-
tion for space and other common re-
sources.  
 
As hundreds of threatened species in 
Sweden are connected to meadows, 
the management of meadows is one of 
the most important nature conserva-
tion issues in the country, and also in 
Helsingborg. A city once made up of 
40% meadows and 50% pasture in the 
18th century, Helsingborg now has only 
0.5% of its area covered by meadows. 
Through an initiative instituted by the 
City Ecologist, in collaboration with 
other local NGOs in 1988, the city  
engages local residents in activities 
marking the Swedish national “Day of 
Haymaking”, to raise awareness of the 
value of meadows annually. This year’s 
“Day of Haymaking”, which was    
commemorated on the 3rd August 
2013, took place in the Örby meadow, 
south of Helsingborg where people 
from all walks of life took part in  
various hay making activities. The 
event sought to raise awareness of 
biodiversity conservation as well as 
promote the culture and traditions of 
the city. Credits: Widar Narvelo, Munic-
ipal Ecologist, City of Helsingborg, Swe-
den 
 
Below: Local residents gather to make 
hay. Credits: Charlotte Andersson SR 
Väst) 
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Russell Galt assisting Lagos State Governor, 
HE Babatunde Raji Fashola to sign the Durban 

Commitment. 

The City of Helsingborg proudly boasts 
the country’s first green wall, which 
was inaugurated on Friday, 16 July by 
the Chairman of the City planning and 
technical services Committee, Magnus 
Jälminger.  

“This was an incredibly exciting project 
and it is great that Helsingborg dared to 
take the lead in the development of 
vertical gardens in the Swedish  
climate”, says Alfred Nerhagen, Land-
scape Architect and Project Manager of 
the garden. 

The vertical garden is a result of the 
City of Helsingborg's curiosity in new 
and modern solutions to addressing 
climate change challenges. Vertical 
gardens reduce the heat island effect in 
cities  while increasing local humidity 
and biodiversity.  

Helsingborg has received great ap-
plauds for taking this initiative and  
continues to be dedicated to going  the 
extra mile to ensure that it develops 
into a world class sustainable,  
eco-friendly city. The green wall will 
also provide a platform for further  
research in the city in collaboration 
with the Swedish University of Agricul-
ture.  

Credits: Widar Narwelo, City of  
Helsingborg   

Below: The inauguration of the city’s green wall 
(Credits: City of Helsingborg) 

HELSINGBORG  
INAUGURATES FIRST 

GREEN WALL IN SWEDEN 

Above: Mighty walls of Hwaseong Fortress, a UNESCO World Heritage Site which surrounds ICLEI’s 

Korean Office in Suwon, Korea.  
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which will be hosted by the country 
next year October. Korea local  
governments are thus opportunely 
poised to propose and implement local 
action for biodiversity through the LAB 
Programme, in alignment with the 
country’s national priorities for  
biodiversity.  

The prospects of facilitating a lasting 
legacy for biodiversity in Korean local 
governments is indeed an exciting one 
and is something which the ICLEI Cities 
Biodiversity Center is motivated to 
achieve through close collaboration 
with the ICLEI Korea Office. 

HEADWAY  
TOWARDS ESTABLISHING 
REGIONAL LAB KOREA 

Korea is a country of great biological 
wealth, technological innovation and 
inspiring opportunity. However, the 
country is rapidly urbanising and  
experiencing biodiversity loss at an 
alarming rate, resulting in small  
increasingly fragmented pockets of 
natural areas left predominantly in 
inaccessible, mountainous regions. In 
addition, the concept of ‘biodiversity 
and ecosystem services’ is quite new 
to the Korean public and generally 
seen as something dealing exclusively 
with the ‘conservation of endangered 
species’ as opposed to encompassing 
the variety and richness of living  
organisms which contribute both  
directly and indirectly to human health 
and well-being.  

During the month of July, two mem-
bers of the ICLEI Cities Biodiversity 
Center team, Georgina Avlonitis and 
Sarah Birch joined members of ICLEI’s 
Korean Office in the magnificent cul-
tural heart of Suwon City, to explore 
the opportunities and challenges 
around a regionalised, Local Action for 
Biodiversity (LAB)-Korea. The two-day 
capacity building workshop between 
the two ICLEI offices included a num-

ber of stakeholders from environmen-
tal NGO’s as well as Korean city offi-
cials. Much time was dedicated to the 
critical discussion around how to tailor 
LAB Pioneer to the local Korean  
context and needs of the country, as 
well as how to ensure National Gov-
ernment support for its potential roll-
out.  

After meeting with Suwon’s Director 
General of the Environment Bureau, 
Kim Ji-Wan, who showed great interest 
in the LAB Programme, it became clear 
that most Korean local governments 
are eager and willing to integrate  
biodiversity and ecosystem services 
into city planning and management. 
However, many  are unsure of how to 
start, owing to a limited understanding 
of what biodiversity exists within their 
jurisdictions.  Baseline knowledge on 
biodiversity and current status at the 
local level is lacking and is something 
that was clearly identified as needing 
to be addressed in order to inform 
appropriate planning and strategy.  

Korea is currently in the process of 
developing its National Biodiversity 
Strategy and Action Plan (NBSAP), to 
be released in time for the CBD COP 12 

ICLEI Cities Biodiversity Center’s Georgina 
Avlonitis and Sarah Birch and ICLEI Korea's 
Young Mee Choi meeting with Kim Ji-Wan, 
Director General of the Environment Bureau, 
City of Suwon to discuss the implementation of 
LAB in Korea.  

Amazing local plant diversity from natural forests form the basis of oriental medicine in the region 

and can be found in markets across the City of Suwon.   

Internal training session with the  ICLEI Korean 

office and local NGOs 
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ICLEI AND THE CBD: 
AN INNOVATIVE 

PARTNERSHIP 

 

 

  SECRETARIAT OF CBD NEWS 

An introduction 

In June 2011 ICLEI Cities Biodiversity 
Center (seconded Senior Professional 
Officer André Mader to the Secretariat 
of the Convention on Biological Diver-
sity (SCBD) in Montréal, Canada. This 
continuing, unique, arrangement 
brings much-needed capacity to the 
sub-national implementation work of 
the Secretariat, while placing ICLEI at 
the center of the United Nations’ bio-
diversity decision-making processes.  

In this new regular segment, the ICLEI  
Cities Biodiversity Center Newsletter 
provides some insight into the work 
that is being done through the ICLEI-
CBD partnership, and in particular An-
dre’s secondment. Future installments 
will focus on the latest news but, to 
begin with and to update those who 
have not been in direct contact with 
André, this will serve as a brief intro-
duction. Each installment will also in-
clude a regular “What exactly is?” sec-
tion, demystifying some of the termi-
nology used in international biodiver-
sity advocacy and beginning with the 
CBD “Conferences of the Par-
ties” (COPs). 

 

Why a secondment? 

Late 2006 and early 2007 saw two 
important and more or less concurrent 
developments in subnational  
implementation of the CBD: the Local 
Action for Biodiversity (LAB)  
Programme, ICLEI’s first biodiversity 
initiative, was launched; and a new 
Executive Secretary at the CBD,  
Ahmed Djoghlaf, demonstrated strong 
interest in cities as implementers of 
the Convention by convening a 
meeting of local governments with the 
mayor of Curitiba, Brazil, following 
CBD COP-7 in that city. This confluence 
of interests led to a partnership and 
collaboration between ICLEI Cities 
Biodiversity Center and the Secretariat 
of the CBD.  

Despite cooperating on an increasing 
range of issues, two mutually-
reinforcing challenges soon became 
apparent: The first was the limitation 
of SCBD staff capacity, needed to  
impress the importance of subnational 
implementation upon the Parties 
(national governments and the EU); 
and the second was the challenges 
experienced by ICLEI in providing an  
international platform so that local 
governments’ needs, achievements 
and opinions could be made visible to 
the Parties. 

Consequently, ICLEI’s Global Biodiver-
sity Coordinator, Kobie Brand, and the 
CBD Programme Officer responsible 
for (among other things) subnational 
implementation, Oliver Hillel, agreed 
that the placement of an experienced 
ICLEI officer at the SCBD would solve 
both problems. And, so, in an unprece-
dented arrangement, ICLEI’s physical 
presence at the SCBD began. 

 

Renewal and new focus of ICLEI 
secondment 

With the enthusiastic backing of both 
ICLEI Secretary General, Gino Van 
Begin and Executive Secretary of the 
CBD, Braulio Ferreira de Souza Dias, 
the secondment has been extended for 
at least one more year. While advocacy 
will remain a key focus, there will be a 
greater emphasis on project develop-
ment now that the initial secondment 
has succeeded in boosting the  
credibility of subnational implementa-
tion within the Secretariat of the CBD. 
One pilot project has begun and  
another will soon be underway.  

 

 

The projects share a focus on  
integrated biodiversity planning that is 
aligned with planning at the national 
level. They will be implemented by 
ICLEI, with funding from national  
governments. Each involves both  
national and local governments,  
combining advocacy with practical  
elements of subnational implementa-
tion. Details of implementation will 
follow in future installments. 

This continuing, unique, arrangement brings much-needed 
capacity to the subnational implementation work of the 
Secretariat, while placing ICLEI at the center of the United 
Nations’ biodiversity decision-making processes.  

SCBD offices,  Montreal, Canada. (source: 

www.cbd.int). 
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What exactly is... 

The Conference of the Parties (COP)? 

Like other multilateral environmental 

agreements (MEAs) of the United Nations, the 

CBD convenes a “meeting of the Conference of 

the Parties” (COP) at regular intervals. In the 

case of the CBD, COPs are held for two weeks 

every two years, with the 11th and most recent 

(CBD COP-11) in Hyderabad, India in October 

2012. CBD COP-12 is scheduled for Octo-

ber 2014 in Pyoungchang County, Korea. 

 

The COP is not just another CBD meeting. It is the central mechanism that the Secretariat of the CBD exists to service. Attend-

ed by up to about 10,000 delegates including ministers, country leaders and the highest-ranking officials of the UN, the COP 

provides an opportunity for all 193 Parties (192 national governments plus the EU) to discuss Decisions proposed for  

adoption, with interpretation in all six of the UN languages. These De-

cisions essentially add to or revise the text of the  

Convention and guide the work of the Parties and the Secretariat. 

Since ICLEI and the SCBD began partnering and raising awareness of 

the need for national governments to engage with and support local 

and subnational governments, three consecutive CBD COPs have 

adopted decisions specific to subnational implementation. This is a 

first for any MEA in the history of the UN.  

CBD COPs are attended by delegations led by, but not limited to,  

national government representatives as well as other visitors from the 

host country and elsewhere. Spaces in and around the COP venue 

provide the opportunity for participants and visitors to exhibit,  

engage, and hold smaller events throughout the duration of the 

meeting. 

 

Above: Prime Minister of India, Manmohan Singh, addressing 

the High-Level Segment of CBD COP-11 (source: www.cbd.int)  
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ICLEI Cities Biodiversity Center is very 

pleased to announce the release of the 

Local Biodiversity Strategy and Action 

Plan (LBSAP) Guidelines: an Aid to Mu-

nicipal Planning and Biodiversity Con-

servation. The LBSAP Guidelines were 

written in partnership between ICLEI 

Cities Biodiversity Center, United Na-

tions University Institute of Advanced 

Studies (UNU-IAS), and the Secretariat 

of the Convention on Biological Diversi-

ty, with support from the Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs of Japan.  

The LBSAP Guidelines will assist local 

government practitioners and policy-

makers in managing local biodiversity 

and are applicable to local governments 

of all levels of resources and capacity. 

The Guidelines provide background, 

practical suggestions, suggested  

contents, and tools and approaches 

that can be applied to effectively man-

age biodiversity mainstreaming and 

management through the LBSAP. These 

Guidelines have been published as a 

working document, and while the  

content has drawn extensively from the 

experiences of Local Action for  

LBSAP GUIDELINES 

The ICLEI Cities Biodiversi-
ty Center is busy preparing 
the Gauteng Biodiversity 
Toolbox. Work is under-
way to consolidate the 
wealth of tools, policies, 
networks and partners 

that exist for aiding land-use planning 
and decision-making in the Gauteng 
region, South Africa’s smallest but 
most densely populated province. 

 South Africa’s legal framework  
surrounding biodiversity is considera-
bly well-developed, with a wealth of 
legislation developed in recent years. 
The challenge is how to mainstream 
this policy across local governments, 
who are responsible for development 
and land use planning on the ground. 
In light of this, a variety of maps, 
guidelines and other valuable tools 
have been developed for the province,  
including: 

 Systematic biodiversity planning 
maps (bioregional plans) showing 
critical biodiversity areas and  
ecosystem support areas. 

 A protected areas expansion strat-
egy for increasing the amount and 
type of land to preserve under the 
Protected Areas Act. 

 Stewardship programmes for land 
owners who volunteer to conserve 

GAUTENG  
BIODIVERSITY 

TOOLBOX UPDATES 

parts of their land. 

 Offset guidelines for applying  
biodiversity offsets to development  
applications. 

 Red data guidelines for red data 
species. 

 Ridge guidelines, showing the  
classes of the topographical ridges 
in Gauteng and guidelines for EIA.  

The Gauteng Biodiversity Toolbox is 
vital to bringing these and other inter-
nationally recognised tools together,  to 
aid in mainstreaming them across local 
government sectors as well as within 
other environmental stakeholder  
circles. The ICLEI Cities Biodiversity Cen-
ter is liaising with local and provincial  
authorities, as well as the South African  
National Biodiversity Institute (SANBI), 
through meetings with the Gauteng 
Urban Task Team to ensure that the 
toolkit will be as user-friendly as  
possible for end-users. 

  NEW PROJECTS AND TOOLS 

BIODIVERSITY 
MAINSTREAMING 

TOOLKIT 

An exciting new tool and resource, the 
Nature of Mainstreaming: A Local  
Integrated Planning Toolkit for  
Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services, is 
currently in its final stages of develop-
ment. The Toolkit , designed in collabo-
ration with Cornell University, will help 
local governments plan for biodiversity 
and ecosystem services (BES) more 
effectively by using the Integrated  
Planning process. 

Combining knowledge from research 
and practice, it discusses three common 
barriers to integrated planning for BES 
and six tips to overcome them.  It   
contains case stories from the field and 
templates to ease application of the 
tips.   

The intent is to provide ideas that can 
be used to incrementally mainstream 
approaches to BES planning. Look out 
for this exciting new resource which will 
be launched in early October. 

Biodiversity (LAB) Pioneers, we would 

welcome any input and suggestions 

that would refine it. The Guidelines 

will be launched electronically on the 

ICLEI Cities Biodiversity Center Web-

site, CBD and UNU-IAS websites this 

week. The ICLEI Cities Biodiversity 

Center will host a platform for readers 

to provide comments and suggestions 

to the Guidelines, and this page will 

also be linked to the CBD and UNU-

IAS websites.  
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Below: The soon-to-be-launched CBO movie, ‘An  Urbanizing Planet.’ 

CITIES &  
BIODIVERSITY  
OUTLOOK: NEW BOOK, 
VIDEO, WEBSITE & 
MORE! 

The CBO book, Urbanization, Biodiver-
sity and Ecosystem Services. Challenges 
and Opportunities, is the world's first 
global assessment of urbanization and 
the links to ecosystem services and 
biodiversity. The project is a joint  
collaboration between Stockholm  
Resilience Centre and the Secretariat 
of the Convention on Biological Diversi-
ty and has run for two years, including 
more than 150 researchers  from 
around the world. 

ICLEI is very proud to be associated 
with this ground-breaking publication 
and to share it with cities. The highly 
anticipated book as well as a CBO vid-
eo will be launched on October 4 at 
UN-HABITAT’s World Habitat Day in 
New York. Those who are interested in 
participating should contact: 
mariaschewenius@stockholmresilience.su.se 

In addition an exciting interactive web 
portal will be launched, where the 
book and the report Action and  
Policy will be available and freely  
downloadable. ICLEI is very excited 
about these invaluable new tools and  
resources. In the month ahead, be sure 
to keep your eyes on: 

 www.cbobook.org  

http://www.cbobook.org
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   CONFERENCES & EVENTS 

INTERNATIONAL  
BIODIVERSITY  
CONFERENCE KOREA 

BIODIVERCITIES 
COORDINATION 
GROUP CONFERENCE 
CALL 

ICLEI Cities Biodiversity Center as 
ICLEI’s global biodiversity office, is 
very excited to have hosted the first 
call for the ICLEI BiodiverCities Coordi-
nation Group in mid-August. The call 
enabled all the ICLEI offices to come 
together to discuss biodiversity spe-
cifically, and signifies a stronger peri-
od of collaboration and coordination 
around ICLEI's BiodiverCities agenda.  

The primary objective of this group is 
to strengthen partnerships between 
the ICLEI offices, stay abreast of biodi-
versity news and activities, and devel-
op the capacity of ICLEI as a whole to 
better support local governments to 
improve the management of local 
ecological infrastructure and to 
achieve lasting protection for biodi-
versity that will be up-scaled to the 
national and even international levels. 
Through feedback, both independent 
and professional, as well as from  
individual cities, we realised that  
decentralised and regional approach-
es, bound together by the  
international network, can have the 
highest impact, and this is at the heart 
of this group. The inception call took a 
consultative approach to define the 
group’s objectives and vision, and to 
decide on other logistical matters, as 
well as to provide an update on the 
current and projected activities, pro-
grams and projects within the Cities 
Biodiversity Center and other the ICLEI 
offices. This was an extremely produc-
tive and positive first call, and we are 
looking forward to having these regu-
lar meetings!  

On 25 July 2013, hosted in the beauti-
ful gardens of the Suncheon Bay  
Garden Expo, ICLEI Korea in  
collaboration with the ICLEI Cities  
Biodiversity Center held the 2013  
International Forum on Biodiversity 
under the theme of Sustainable Cities 

Suncheon Bay Wetland: This Ramsar sight abounds in biodiversity. The extensive reed beds are the 

wintering site and the habitat for rare birds including the hooded crane, white stoke, black-faced 

spoonbill and white heron.  (Photo credits: G. Avlonitis) 

Delegates at the Biodiversity Conference, 

Suncheon Bay, Korea 

with Biodiversity, with a focus on  
understanding the evolving roles of 
local governments in the field of  
biodiversity management and conser-
vation. Korean cities presented a  
number of inspiring case studies which 
brought to light the broad variety of 
work that is being done across Korea to 
preserve and manage the country’s 
natural capital.  

The need for closer collaboration be-
tween National and Local Governments 
was emphasised as well as the need for 
effective biodiversity baseline 
knowledge, and foresighted and in-
formed local biodiversity strategies and 
action plans.  Georgina  Avlonitis and 
Sarah Birch represented the ICLEI Cities 
Biodiversity Center there  and present-
ed the LAB Programme as well as a 
number of exciting LAB city case studies 
from around the world. 
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INVASIVE ALIEN 
SPECIES, THE URBAN  
DIMENSION 

IUCN has made a request to its  
European network for case studies  
describing actions to reduce the impact 
of IAS in cities and other urbanized 
areas. This has resulted in a new  
publication - Invasive  alien species: the 
urban dimension, which showcases 
approaches to control, manage and 
eradicate IAS, or to prevent their intro-
duction and establishment in the urban 
environment.   
 
Recognising the increasingly serious 
problem of IAS in Europe, the  
European Commission is currently 
working on a dedicated legislative in-
strument which is due to be presented 
soon. It is envisaged that by adopting 
and implementing this legislation and 
integrating it into wider conservation 
strategies and sectoral policies, Europe 
will be better prepared to tackle one of 
the main threats to biodiversity and  
safeguard quality of life. 
 
Considering the critical role, cities and 
local and regional authorities have in 
conserving the natural environment, 
IUCN aims to strengthen European 
partnerships to facilitate sharing of 
lessons-learnt, transfer of best  
practices, increase knowledge on the 
benefits for urban actors of investing in 
the control, prevention and  
management of IAS. 
 
For more information: 
Chantal van Ham, European  
Programme Officer IUCN EU  
Representative Office Brussels, e-mail:  
chantal.vanham@iucn.org  

Invasive alien species (IAS) pose a  
significant threat to biodiversity  
globally and this threat is likely to  
increase in the future unless meaning-
ful action is taken to control the intro-
duction and establishment of these 
species and address those already  
introduced. In addition, the economic 
impact of IAS in the European Union 
alone causes some € 12.5 billion worth 
of damage each year.  
 
Metropolitan areas are particularly 
vulnerable to IAS, due to the amount 
of commodities arriving or passing 
through for trade and commercial  
activities (e.g. ports and airports,  
horticulture, pets trade) which are key 
pathways for entry. Human settle-
ments are often the point of origin of 
many invasive species, which spread 
into adjacent landscapes along 
transport corridors such as railways, 
waterways and roads, in many cases 
eventually invading natural areas. Local 
and regional authorities can play a key 
role in implementing national and  
international biodiversity targets,  
helping address the risks associated 
with biological invasions and can con-
tribute to raising awareness among 
decision-makers and citizens for this 
issue.  
 
To strengthen the exchange of 
knowledge and take action towards 
eradicating invasive alien species in 
cities, the IUCN in collaboration with 
ICLEI Cities Biodiversity Center and the 
URBIS partners hosted an URBIS Dia-
logue Webinar on the 12th of June 
2013.  
 
The webinar aimed to share best  
practices on the management of IAS in 
cities as well as learn from existing case 
studies that contribute to solutions 
reducing the risk of invasive species in 
urban areas.  The event saw the partici-
pation of over 70 participants, with 

presentations and case studies provid-
ed by the City of Helsingborg, City of 
Cape Town, Dublin City, European and 
Mediterranean Plant Protection  
Organization as well as the South  
African Working for Water program . 
The results of this webinar and network 
gained will be used to feed into the 
IUCN Conference: Invasive Alien  
Species: The Urban Dimension - 
Strengthening local action in Europe’s 
urban areas, to be held on 5th  
September at   the IUCN Global Head-
quarters in Gland, Switzerland.  
 

IUCN Conference: Invasive Alien 
Species: The Urban Dimension - 
Strengthening local action in 
Europe’s  
urban areas   
(5 September, Gland, Switzerland) 
 
Organised by the IUCN European Union 
Representative Office and the IUCN 
Invasive Species Specialist Group, this 
conference will gather representatives 
from different European countries, such 
as local, regional and national govern-
mental representatives as well as  
scientific experts and NGOs, to ex-
change knowledge and best practices 
on solutions to tackle the challenges  
related to invasive alien species in  
Europe’s urban areas. Examples of local 
action in urban areas will be presented 
to foster partnerships and mutual 
learning in Europe on the benefits for 
local governments and cities of  
investing in the control, prevention and 
management of IAS. 

Rose-ringed Parakeet (Psittacula krameri) (Credits: Riccardo Scalera) 

           URBIS NEWS 

http://iucn.org/about/union/secretariat/offices/europe/?13588/Invasive-alien-species-the-urban-dimension
http://iucn.org/about/union/secretariat/offices/europe/?13588/Invasive-alien-species-the-urban-dimension
http://iucn.org/about/union/secretariat/offices/europe/?13588/Invasive-alien-species-the-urban-dimension
http://iucn.org/about/union/secretariat/offices/europe/?13588/Invasive-alien-species-the-urban-dimension
mailto:chantal.vanham@iucn.org
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6th ECOSYSTEMS 
SERVICES PARTNERSHIP 
CONFERENCE, BALI 

From 26-30th August, The 6th annual 
Ecosystem Services Partnership (ESP) 
took place in Tanah Lot, Bali.  ESP was 
launched in 2008 to enhance awareness 
and to build a strong network of indi-
viduals and organisations to exchange 
ideas and experiences to further devel-
op the science, policy and practice of 
ecosystem services.  
 
The theme of this year’s conference 
was Making Ecosystem Services Count,   
both in terms of actual implementation 
on the ground and by acknowledging 
their importance (ecologically, socially 
and economically) in policies and  
accounting procedures at all levels.  
 
Georgina Avlonitis of ICLEI Cities Biodi-
versity Center represented ICLEI  at the 
conference, presenting the Urban  
Biosphere (URBIS) initiative in a session 
dedicated to the topic of evaluating the 
effectiveness of trans-disciplinary  
capacity building and cooperation in 
ecosystem services  (ES) projects.  

Sharing the spotlight was the URBES 
(Urban Biodiversity and Ecosystem  
Services) project which was also  
presented in the session by the Stock-
holm Resilience Centre (SRC).   
 
In a separate technical workshop facili-
tated by Professor Thomas Elmqvist, 
theme leader at the SRC, discussions 
focussed on devising an integrated 
framework for investigating urban eco-
system services with discussions lead by 
members of the URBES research team 
from Barcelona.  
 
Both URBES and URBIS involve a strong 
partnership between ICLEI and the SRC; 
a partnership which aims to better ena-
ble the translation of science into policy 
and practice by translating research 
outcomes into a language and a format 
that is meaningful, accessible and tangi-
ble to local government decision mak-
ers. URBIS and URBES will form part of 
a working group to refine the results of 
their ESP sessions and contribute to the 
formation of joint papers.  

Fascinating keynote presentations highlighted the challenges and opportunities of sci-

ence, policy and practice in Southeast Asia; a region rapidly developing and urbanising 

whilst struggling to maintain it’s  biological and cultural diversity and traditional 

knowledge systems, which are vital for its success. 

ESP is an open Partnership that  
enhances and encourages a  
diversity of approaches, while 
aiming to reduce unnecessary rep-
lication of efforts in the conceptu-
alisation and application of ES. By 
raising the profile of the im-
portance of ES and promoting 
better practice, the Partnership 
aims to increase opportunities of 
support for its members.  

Coffee roasting: Traditional agro-forestry of 

cacao and coffee in the region  provides 

important livelihoods in Bali.  

http://www.espconference.org
http://www.espconference.org
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         UPCOMING EVENTS 

The ability of ecosystems to buffer  
human society and life on earth from 
the worst climate change effects is a 
priceless global asset which needs to be 
better understood and better  
utilized. Local governments have access 
to a wealth of fine-scale biodiversity 
data which, if shared in a consistent 
format, can help with this task and ena-
ble effective policy implementation at 
the local level.  

ICLEI, in association with SANBI and 
the Global Biodiversity Information 
Facility (GBIF) will be holding a GBIF 
local government data  access and  
publishing training workshop in Dar es  
Salaam, Tanzania as part of the Local 
Climate Solutions (LOCS) for Africa 
Congress (30 Oct-1 Nov) this year.   

GBIF TRAINING 
WORKSHOP AT LOCS 

CONGRESS, 
TANZANIA 

BIODIVERSITY  
EVENTS JOONDALUP, 
AUSTRALIA 

Preparations for the 2013 International 
BiodiverCities Conference, 9-11  
September 2013 are in their final stag-
es, and the event looks set to be a very 
productive and inspiring one! The final 
program is currently being printed, and 

can be downloaded from the website, 
where all other pertinent information 
can be found. Several of the LAB  
Pioneers are speaking at the event, and 
the Cities Biodiversity Center is looking 
forward to showcasing the fantastic 
biodiversity work that these cities are 
undertaking.   
 
Flanking this Conference are two com-
plimentary events: the 5th ICLEI  
BiodiverCities Advisory Committee 
meeting will be held just prior, on the 
afternoon of Sunday 8 September,  
kindly hosted by Mayor Troy Pickard. 
Here, representatives from ICLEI Cities 
Biodiversity Center’s core partners will 
come together to discuss pertinent top-
ics, share ideas, and constructively 
drive the Cities Biodiversity Center and 
its programs forward based on these 

strong, complimentary partnerships. In 
addition, the 2013 International LAB 
Workshop will take place on Thursday 
12 September, and will take a slightly 
different approach to previous LAB 
Workshops: a roundtable approach will 
be taken, focusing on interactive  
dialogues with the delegates, rather 
than formal presentations. A draft pro-
gram has been sent out to all those 
attending for their input, and we look 
forward to your input, and to  
seeing you all there! There will be 
some other wonderful opportunities 
on the horizon for those LAB Pioneers 
who aren’t attending this workshop – 
be sure to look out for those in our 
coming communiqués. 

The workshop aims to empower local 
governments with the know-how, 
standards and tools that can be used 
to discover and publish, as well as 
access primary biodiversity data via 
the GBIF network.  

GBIF encourages free and open access 
to biodiversity data, via the internet by 
promoting and facilitating the  
mobilization, discovery and use of  
information about the occurrence of 
organisms over time and across the 
planet.  

 
For more information please contact 
Georgina Avlonitis at:  
georgina.avlonitis@iclei.org.  
 

Climate change is predicted to 

be one of the greatest drivers of 

biodiversity loss, while healthy 

biodiversity can contribute to 

both mitigation and adaptation 

for cities and communities. 

http://locs4africa.iclei.org/
http://locs4africa.iclei.org/
http://locs4africa.iclei.org/
http://www.joondalup.wa.gov.au/Live/Environment/BiodiversityConference2013.aspx
mailto:georgina.avlonitis@iclei.org
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The first of three training sessions, this workshop will offer a unique  

opportunity to gain knowledge on the latest science on the values of 

urban biodiversity, which will be immediately applicable in ongoing city 

development processes. This 2.5 day interactive training session will 

focus on the monetary and non-monetary valuation of ecosystem  

services in the urban environment and will bring together top European 

scientists and practitioners to share the latest knowledge and best  

practices in the field.  

 

Participants will gain in-depth knowledge about an ecosystem services 

based approach to management and its values for integrated and  

sustainable urban development. It will also increase the understanding 

of ecosystem valuation tools and methods. 

 

Pre-register now by sending an e-mail to pamela.muehlmann@iclei.org 

Official registration on the website will be opened by the end of  

September. Further information on www.urbesproject.org 

URBES is a three-year research project funded by BiodivERsA that aims to bridge 

the knowledge gap on the links between urbanization, biodiversity and ecosystem 

services. It informs urban management and decision-makers on how to best inte-

grate the natural environment and human needs. The project consortium consists of 

world-leading research institutes on sustainable urban development, based in Eu-

rope and the USA (New York). 

http://www.urbesproject.org
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SCIENTISTS  
DISCOVER NEW  
SPECIES: OLINGUITO 

This month marked the discovery of a 
new species of carnivore: the olinguito. 
The small, bushy-tailed, rust-colored, 
furry mammal was a rare find — re-
vealed by Smithsonian scientists as the 
first new carnivore species found in the 
Western Hemisphere in 35 years. “The 
discovery of the olinguito shows us 
that the world is not yet completely 
explored, its most basic secrets not yet 
revealed,” said Kristofer Helgen, cura-
tor of mammals at the Smithsonian’s 
National Museum of Natural History. 
“If new carnivores can still be found, 
what other surprises await us? So 
many of the world’s species are not yet 
known to science. Documenting them 
is the first step toward understand-
ing the full richness and diversity 
of life on Earth.”  

“The discovery of the  

olinguito shows us that 

the world is not yet com-

pletely explored, its most 

basic secrets not yet  

revealed”  

- K. Helgen 

Mark Gurney– Getty Images 

What makes a river so restful to people is 

that it doesn't have any doubt - it is sure to 

get where it is going, and it doesn't want to 

go anywhere else. 

    BACKPAGE BIODIVERSITY 

 

Insect hotels are a novel idea creating habitat 
for insects. Easily made  from a wide variety of 

garden refuse, they are the perfect way to 
attract a number of beneficial  insects and 

pollinators to gardens, allotments and  urban 
green spaces. For more information visit : 

www.learninglandscapes.com 

VIVA INSECT HOTELS! 

Above: The City of Grande-Synthe  recently 

earned the regional recognition of 

“Chloro’Villes” for its use of livestock in 

environment management. Ecological pastures 

have been established throughout the city to 

manage threatened grasslands and urban 

parks. These pastures create important urban 

green corridors linking ecological areas as well 

as forming an integral habitat  for local plant 

and animals species. 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/h/halboyle110734.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/h/halboyle110734.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/h/halboyle110734.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/h/halboyle110734.html


KEY EVENTS IN 2013 

 
THE 6TH ECOSYSTEM SERVICES  

PARTNERSHIP CONFERENCE 
Bali, Indonesia.  

26-30 August 2013 

 

  

INVASIVE ALIEN SPECIES: STRENGTH-

ENING LOCAL ACTION IN EU’S  

URBAN AREAS  
IUCN Headquarters, Switzerland  

5 September 2013 

 

2013 INTERNATIONAL BIODIVERCITIES 

CONFERENCE  
Joondalup, Australia  

9-11 September 2013 

 

ECOCITY WORLD SUMMIT 
Nantes, France.  

25-27 September 2013  

  

CBO BOOK LAUNCH 

WORLD HABITAT DAY 
4 October 2013 
 

LOCAL CLIMATE SOLUTIONS FOR  

AFRICA  
Dar es Salaam, Tanzania 

30 October– 1 November 2013 

 

URBES TRAINING WORKSHOP:  1st 

SESSION 
Barcelona, Spain 

13-15 November 2013 

 
 

 

 

Website: www.cbc.iclei.org  
Email: biodiversity@iclei.org 

 

Physical address: 

71 Burg Street 

Cape Town 

South Africa 

 

f www.facebook.com/icleicbc 

t  www.twitter.com/icleicbc 

  

mailto:biodiversity@iclei.org
http://www.facebook.com/icleicbc
http://www.twitter.com/icleicbc

