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MENA Region: Major Characteristics
ÁMENA: home to some 500 million people ςand growing

ÁMultiple pressures on water supply, energy generation, 
food security and environmental integrity

ÁExceedance of societal and environmental thresholds

ÁSevere impacts of climate/global change expected, e.g.:

ïWater scarcity and enhanced desertification

ïSignificant changes in terrestrial and marine ecosystems

ïIncreased number of heat waves, dust storms  and enhanced 
PM25 concentrations  ĔHuman health risks

ïEnhanced warming in urban structures

ÁSignificant political and societal transformations and 
crises Ĕchallenges to sustainable futures
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MENA Region: Demographics 

Total population and annual rate of 
population growth in the MENA region 
between 1960-2016
above); fraction of urban versus rural 
population in the MENA region1960-

2016 (right); source:
WORLD BANK
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MENA Region: Urbanization
ÁPopulation densities and large urban centers 

prominent in Eastern Mediterranean

ÁGiven current demographic trends: urban centers 
expected to continue to grow


