
The project will enable governments at all levels – from local to national – to integrate their efforts for 

mainstreaming biodiversity and ecosystem services into core subnational government functions. It will also 

facilitate the project cities to report specifically in line with their Local and National Biodiversity Strategies and 

Action Plans and thereby support the attainment of global sustainability targets. 

INTERACT-Bio is being implemented in Brazil, India and Tanzania.  

INTERACT-Bio was launched at CBD COP 13 in Cancun, Mexico, in December 2016, and progress on the project 

will be showcased at the upcoming CBD COP 14 in Sharm el-Sheikh, Egypt, later this month. Final outcomes of 

the project will be communicated at CBD COP 15, to be held in Beijing, China, in 2020.  

Technical lead: Technical support: 

The INTERACT-Bio project is supported by the German Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature Conservation and Nuclear 

Safety (BMU) through the International Climate Initiative (IKI): www.international-climate-initiative.com 

biodiversity@iclei.org • www.cbc.iclei.org/interact -bio  

INTERACT-Bio is a four-year project, running from 2017 to 2020 and designed to improve the 

utilization and management of nature within fast-growing cities and the regions surrounding 

them. It aims to provide expanding urban communities in the Global South with tools for managing 

nature-based solutions so that they can enjoy the associated long-term benefits. 

The inaugural meeting of the INTERACT-

Bio Project Advisory Board was 

organized on the sidelines of the ICLEI 

World Congress 2018 in Montreal, 

Canada in June this year. Comprising 

international experts from the 

Secretariat of the Convention on 

Biological Diversity and Stockholm 

Resilience Centre, national experts from 

reputed institutions in each of the project 

countries, as well as experts from other 

ICLEI offices, the Board met to better 

understand the project and the progress 

made so far, but more importantly to 

start exploring synergies and 

opportunities for its upscaling and 

replication.  

The Board members are to meet again 

on the sidelines of CBD COP 14 in Egypt, 

where they will have the opportunity to 

interact directly with representatives 

from the project cities. 

Project Advisory Board will guide the project to greater heights 

Ms. Ana Patrícia Kranz (foreground), the expert from 
Brazil, was unanimously selected as the Chair of the 
Advisory Board. 
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Brazil has also implemented a series of 

mechanisms for coordination on matters of 

biodiversity and nature. For instance, the National 

System of Environment (Sisnama) recognizes 

environmental management responsibilities for all 

three levels of government - Federal, State and 

Municipal.  

 

In order to achieve the Aichi Targets, the National 

Biodiversity Commission - Conabio approved the 

Brazilian National Biodiversity Strategies and Action 

Plans (NBSAP) and publicly recognized the 

importance of engaging local governments. Most 

recently, legislation such as the Metropolis Statute, 

a national law for regional planning, also considers 

the protection of the environment and natural 

resources on a regional scale. These national 

frameworks have guided the work of INTERACT-Bio 

across Brazil. 

 

Currently, the Ministry of the Environment is 

gathering different stakeholders to discuss the 

Brazilian NBSAP in forums, such as the PainelBio. 

This forum encourages and catalyzes efforts for the 

implementation of the Brazilian NBSAP and seeks to 

broaden social participation by including traditional 

communities and indigenous peoples, as well as 

acting as a facilitator with society on biodiversity 

issues. ICLEI has actively contributed to these efforts 

and shared a number of recommendations to 

recognize the importance of local actors in the 

process. ICLEI South America is also contributing to 

the 6th National Report for the CDB that will provide 

a progress update on the implementation of the 

Brazilian NBSAP. 

 

With the support of INTERACT-Bio, Campinas, Belo 

Horizonte and Londrina are working to promote 

multi-level and multi-sectoral governance alignment. 

Networks of stakeholders from different Municipal 

Secretaries, State Secretaries and the Ministries of 

Environment and Cities have been mobilized to 

strengthen the recognition of the value of nature and 

ecosystem services to the maintenance of everyday 

life and to development itself. Re-integration of 

nature into development strategies is critical and only 

possible when there are coordinated governance 

mechanisms in place.  

As home to one of the largest biodiversity hotspots in the world, Brazil is committed to the 

promotion and conservation of natural ecosystems. Brazil is a signatory to the Convention 

on Biological Diversity (CBD) and is working through national legislation to achieve the 

Aichi Biodiversity Targets. 

Belo Horizonte  

Campinas  Londrina Promoting multi-level governance to protect nature 

During the first regional conference in Belo Horizonte, representatives from the National Environment 
Ministry, the Metropolitan Agency of Belo Horizonte and the Municipalities of Belo Horizonte, Betim 

and Contagem inaugurated INTERACT-Bio in the city. 



In the past year, extensive awareness raising and 

capacity building activities, as well as an ecosystem 

service scoping analysis were carried out in Kochi. 

Pilot project ideas have been conceptualized and 

discussed with a wide array of stakeholders. The 

city has expressed interest in well restoration and 

urban farming, the former in Palluruthi Janatha 

Junction and the latter in Manappattiparambu. 

Other pilot project ideas include the development 

of a butterfly garden in Subhash Park, as well as a 

Nature Interpretation Centre and restoration of the 

Thevera Canal. A detailed study on the site specific 

ecosystem services provided by mangroves is also 

proposed to be undertaken. 

The INTERACT-Bio project in India is being implemented in the cities of Kochi, Panaji and 

Mangaluru, which were selected in consultation with the Ministry of Environment, Forest 

and Climate Change (MoEFCC), Government of India.  

Engagement with state level officials in Goa and city 

level stakeholders in Panaji has helped to raise 

awareness of the significance of biodiversity. ICLEI 

South Asia has been selected as a Technical Support 

Group by the Goa State Biodiversity Board and is 

helping to develop People’s Biodiversity Registers in 

ten villages in Goa. 

A national level workshop on guidelines for the 

development of a National Biodiversity Strategy and 

Action Plan (NBSAP) and Local Biodiversity Strategy and 

Action Plans (LBSAP) was organized in Kochi and 

attended by representatives from four state 

biodiversity boards and 18 cities. The workshop was 

presided over by the Chairperson of National 

Biodiversity Authority. 

 

Participants at the National Workshop in Kochi.  

 

Raising awareness at all levels on the significance of biodiversity  
Panaji  

Kochi  

Mangaluru  



At the Dialogue on Urban Nature, Dodoma was 

officially included as an additional INTERACT-Bio 

project city. 

On 3 October 2018, Tanzania’s President’s Office: Regional Administration and Local 

Government (PO:RALG), together with ICLEI’s Africa Secretariat and global Cities 

Biodiversity Center, co-hosted a Dialogue on Urban Nature in the capital City of Dodoma.  

 

INTERACT-Bio cities Moshi, Arusha and Dar es 

Salaam and representatives from various 

national government departments, including 

Agriculture and Climate Change, participated.  

 

Key learnings from the Dialogue on Urban 

Nature: 

 Successful environmental projects are 

typically supported through strong Public 

(Council-level) - Private partnerships. For 

example, local businesses and hotels often 

help maintain urban green spaces. 

 Greater awareness of the benefits of urban 

nature is needed. This is why national-level 
Urban Nature Dialogue participants in Dodoma.  

Moshi  Arusha  

Dar es Salaam  

Connecting local and national governments through urban nature  

Kobie Brand (Executive Director: ICLEI Africa) 
and Dr Andrew Komba (Director of Sector 
Coordination: Tanzania PO:RALG) in a debate at 
the Urban Nature Dialogue.  

initiatives, such as the Presidential campaign 

“Make Dodoma Green” are important 

mechanisms to mobilize local, city-level 

action and investment. 

 The PO:RALG requested that the Moshi 

greening case study be documented to 

facilitate city to city learning. 

 

Ilala Municipality in Dar es Salaam has 

commenced with the development of their 

Local Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan 

(LBSAP) with support from the Tanzanian 

government’s Vice President’s Office: 

Environment Division. Once finalized, the Ilala 

Municipality LBSAP will not only enhance the 

management and protection of nature within 

the municipality, but will also align with at least 

eight targets of the National BSAP. This 

alignment indicates how local government can 

effectively support national and international 

efforts to protect biodiversity. 

Dodoma  


