
 

 

 

 

    

  

PROGRAMME 

- 2016 - 

 

December 9-11  

Cancún, Quintana Roo, México 

5TH GLOBAL BIODIVERSITY SUMMIT FOR CITIES  
 

AND SUBNATIONAL GOVERNMENTS  

Mainstreaming biodiversity where nature matters most  



 

 

Off ic ia l  para l le l  event  to the  Convention on Biologica l  Divers ity ’s  13 t h  Conference of  the  Par t ies  

10 –  11  December  2016,  Moon Palace,  Canc ún,  México  

 

 

MAINSTREAMING BIODIVERSITY WHERE NATURE MATTERS MOST  
 

The Summit wi l l  gather ministers ,  governors and mayors f rom 

around the world to engage direct ly  with nat ional  leaders for 195 

countries and their key stakeholders duri ng the 13th Conference of 

the Part ies of  the Convention on Biological  Diversity (CBD COP13) on 

city and state level  act ions to mainstream biodiversity solut ions into 

the new global  developmental  framework .  The overa l l  goal  of  the 

Summit is  to strengthen the g lobal  contribution of ci t ies and other 

subnational  governments in protect ing biodiversity and the effect ive 

management of ecosystems which provide essential  goods and 

services to our rapidly  growing urban populat ion.  

   

 

 

 

The role  of biodiversity mai nstreaming opportunities for  c it ies and other subnat ional  

governments wi l l  be unpacked and promoted during the Summit,  specif ical ly  within the 

context of  their  enormous potential  and essential  future contribut ions to the delivery  of  the:  

  Strategic  Plan 2011-2020 for Biodiversity  and the Aichi  Targets;  

  Sustainable Development  Goals  of  the 2030 Agenda;  

  New Urban Agenda emerging from Habitat  I I I  Conference;  

  Paris  Agreement  of  the UNFCCC;  

  CBD COP 13  decisions,  and;  

  other  current global  drivers  towards a  sustain able future.  

Under the overarching theme of “Mainstreaming Biodiversity  where Nature Matters  Most”  

the Summit  wil l  provide opportunity  for  vertical  integration and horizontal  al ignment of  c ity  

and subnational  biodiversity  action through the fol lowing Summi t themes:  

  Enabling multi - level  partnerships for  mainstreaming city  and subnational  actions,  

projects  and new init iatives.  

  Driving biodiversity mainstreaming to agriculture,  forestry ,  f isheries  and tourism 

through c ity-region landscapes.  

  Unlocking access to  resources for  city  and subnational  biodiversity action.  

  Exploring reporting mechanisms for  city  and subnational  commitments,  actions and 

measurable contributions to global  agreements.  

  Providing insights and experiences for  biodiversity  mainstreaming to na tional  

governments at  the CBD COP 13.  

 

“ T h e  r o a d  t o  

s u s t a i n a b i l i t y  r u n s  

t h r o u g h  t h e  w o r l d ’ s  

t o w n s  a n d  c i t i e s ”  

Ban  Ki -moon ,  Sec retary  

General  of  the  Uni ted  

Nat ions  

P R E - S U M M I T  D A Y :  F R I D A Y ,  0 9  D E C E M B E R  2 0 1 6  

 

0 9 : 3 0  –  1 3 : 0 0  S h a p i n g  th e  S u b n a t i o n a l  I m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  N B S A P s :  I C L E I  i s  r u n n i n g  a  w o r ks h o p  w i th  t h e  C B D  o n  
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0 9 : 3 0  –  1 3 : 0 0  S h a p i n g  th e  S u b n a t i o n a l  I m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  N B S A P s :  I C L E I  i s  r u n n i n g  a  w o r ks h o p  w i th  t h e  C B D  o n  

G u i d e l i n e s  o n  h o w  t o  m a ke  b e s t  u s e  o f  s u b n a t i o n a l  g o v e r n m e n t  kn o w l e d g e  i n  c o m p i l i n g  N B S A P s .  L i g h t  

l u n c h  s e r v e d  to  p a r t i c i p a n ts .   

1 2 : 0 0  –  1 8 : 0 0  R e g i s t r a t i o n  o p e n  f o r  th e  5 t h  G l o b a l  B i o d i v e r s i t y  S u m m i t  o f  C i t i e s  a n d  S u b n a t i o n a l  G o v e r n m e n ts .  

1 5 : 0 0  –  1 7 : 0 0  G l o b a l  C o m m u n i t y  f o r  l o c a l  &  r e g i o n a l  a c t i o n  f o r  n a tu r e  -  O p e n  m e e t i n g  f o r  a l l  l o c a l  b i o d i v e r s i t y  

c h a m p i o n s ,  p i o n e e r s ,  f r i e n d s  a n d  o t h e r s .  

1 7 : 0 0  E xh i b i t i o n  A r e a  O p e n  

1 8 : 0 0  –  2 2 : 0 0  H i g h  L e v e l  R o u n d t a b l e  f o r  S u b - N a t i o n a l  G o v e r n m e n t  L e a d e r s  a n d  C B D  P a r t i e s  a h e a d  o f  t h e  5 t h  

G l o b a l  B i o d i v e r s i t y  S u m m i t  o f  C i t i e s  &  S u b n a t i o n a l  G o v e r n m e n t s  2 0 1 6 .  H o s t e d  b y  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  

o f  M é x i c o  a n d  I C L E I  -  t o  i n c l u d e  a l l  t h r e e  t i e r s  o f  g o v e r n m e n t .  T h i s  i s  a  c l o s e d  m e e t i n g ,  b y  

i n v i t a t i o n  o n l y .  S e a t e d  D i n n e r  s e r v e d .  
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0 9 : 3 0  –  1 0 : 3 0  S e s s i o n  1 :  W e l c o m e  &  O p e n i n g  P l e n a r y  

1 0 : 3 0  –  1 1 : 0 0  T e a  B r e a k  &  3 0  m i n  Me d i a  E n g a g e m e n t  

1 1 : 0 0  –  1 3 : 0 0  S e s s i o n  2 :  P l e n a r y -  T h e  r o l e  o f  c i t i e s  &  s u b n a t i o n a l  g o v e r n m e n t s  i n  t h e  n e w  

G l o b a l  D e v e l o p m e n t  A g e n d a  

1 3 : 0 0  –  1 3 : 3 0  S e s s i o n  3 :  I n te r n a t i o n a l  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  to w a r d s  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  B i o d i v e r s i t y  p r i o r i t i e s  

1 3 : 3 0  –  1 4 : 3 0  N e t w o r k i n g  l u n c h  

1 3 : 3 0  –  1 4 : 3 0  A i c h i  P r e f e c t u r e  S p e c i a l  M e e t i n g  E v e n t  –  B y  I n v i t a t i o n  o n l y  

1 4 : 3 0  –  1 5 : 3 0  S e s s i o n  4 :  P l e n a r y  -  I n t e r a c t i v e  Pa n e l  D i s c u s s i o n  o n  F i n a n c i n g  l o c a l  b i o d i v e r s i t y  

i n i t i a t i v e s  a n d  n e w  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  

1 5 : 3 0  –  1 6 : 3 0  S e s s i o n s  5  

5 A :   P l a n n i n g  a n d  

D e v e l o p m e n t :  T h e  

r o l e  o f  b i o d i v e r s i t y  

5 B :  L a n d s c a p e  

s o l u t i o n s  f o r  

u r b a n  r e s i l i e n c e  

5 C :  N a tu r e ,  U r b a n  

H e a l th  a n d  W e l l -

b e i n g  

5 D :  U r b a n  N a t u r a l  

A s s e ts  

1 6 : 3 0  –  1 7 : 0 0  T e a  B r e a k  

1 7 : 0 0  –  1 8 : 3 0  S e s s i o n s  6  

6 A :   C i t i e s  a n d  

R e g i o n s  f o r  

F o r e s ts  

6 B :  C i t i e s  a n d  

r e g i o n s  f o r  

T o u r i s m  

S e s s i o n  6 C :  C i t i e s  

a n d  r e g i o n s  f o r  

A g r i c u l tu r e  a n d  

F i s h e r i e s  

S e s s i o n  6 D :  O p t i m a l  

U t i l i s a t i o n  o f  

E c o s y s t e m  S e r v i c e s   

1 8 : 3 0  –  2 0 : 0 0  S p e c i a l  e v e n t :  S i g n a t u r e  o f  t h e  A g r e e m e n t  f o r  a  S u s t a i n a b l e  Y u c a t a n  P e n i n s u l a ,  M é x i c o .  

O V E R V I E W  O F  P R O G R A M M E  

 

O V E R V I E W  O F  P R O G R A M M E  

D A Y  1 :  S A T U R D A Y ,  1 0  D E C E M B E R  2 0 1 6  

 

D A Y  1 :  S A T U R D A Y ,  1 0  D E C E M B E R  2 0 1 6  
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0 9 : 0 0  –  1 0 : 3 0  S e s s i o n s  7  

7 A :  N a t i o n s ,  R e g i o n s  

a n d  C i t i e s  w o r k i n g  

to g e th e r  

7 B :  Me a s u r i n g  w h a t  w e  d o  7 C :  C i t i e s  a n d  R e g i o n s :  

D r i v e r s  f o r  I n n o v a t i o n  

1 0 : 3 0  –  1 1 : 0 0  T e a  B r e a k  

1 1 : 0 0  –  1 2 : 0 0  S e s s i o n  8 :  P l e n a r y  -  M é x i c o :  L e a d i n g  t h e  N B S A P C o n n e c t  

1 2 : 0 0  –  1 3 : 0 0  S e s s i o n  9 :  P l e n a r y  -  I n t e r a c t i v e  P a n e l  D i s c u s s i o n  o n  F i n a n c i n g  l o c a l  

b i o d i v e r s i t y  i n i t i a t i v e s  a n d  n e w  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  

1 3 : 0 0  –  1 4 : 0 0  N e t w o r k i n g  l u n c h  

1 4 : 0 0  –  1 6 : 0 0  S e s s i o n  1 0 :  P l e n a r y  -  N e w  I n i t i a t i v e s  L a u n c h e d  

1 6 : 0 0  –  1 6 : 3 0  S e s s i o n  1 1 :  C l o s i n g  P l e n a r y  

1 6 : 3 0  –  1 6 : 4 5  O f f i c i a l  P h o to  o f  th e  e v e n t  

1 6 : 4 5  –  1 7 : 0 0  O p p o r tu n i t y  t o  s i g n  u p  to  n e w  i n i t i a t i v e s  a n d  e v e n ts  

O V E R V I E W  O F  P R O G R A M M E  

 

O V E R V I E W  O F  P R O G R A M M E  
 D A Y  2 :  S U N D A Y ,  1 1  D E C E M B E R  2 0 1 6  

 

 D A Y  2 :  S U N D A Y ,  1 1  D E C E M B E R  2 0 1 6  
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D A Y  1  

08:00 – 18:00 Registration open for the 5th Global Biodiversity Summit of Cities and Subnational 

Governments.  
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Session 1: Welcome and Opening Plenary  
Building on the themes of the CBD COP 13’s focus on mainstreaming biodiversity into productive 

sectors, this Summit provides cities, states and other sub-national entities with a unique and globally 

recognised platform to engage directly with Parties, each other and partners identifying, recognising 

and promoting the pivotal roles they fulfil as complementary actors in meeting global targets and 

ambitions. 

COBÁ 

Chair: Mr. Oliver Hillel – Programme Officer, Sustainable Use, Tourism and Island Biodiversity, Secretariat of the 

Convention on Biological Diversity 

Lic. Remberto Estrada Barba - Municipal President of Benito Juarez, Quintana Roo, México 

Councilor Cathy Oke - ICLEI Local Governments for Sustainability Global Executive Committee Biodiversity 

Portfolio, Councilor from the City of Melbourne, Australia 

Mr. Braulio Ferreira de Souza Dias – Convention on Biological Diversity Executive Secretary 

Honorable Miguel Ángel Mancera – Vice President ICLEI Local Governments for Sustainability Global Executive 

Committee, Mayor of Mexico City, México 

His Excellency Maeng Sung-kyu - Vice Governor, Gangwon Provincial Government, Republic of Korea (Host of the 

4th Biodiversity Summit for Cities and Subnational Governments 2014) 

His Excellency Carlos Manuel Joaquín González - Governor of Quintana Roo State, México 

His Excellency Enrique González Tiburcio – Underminister of Territorial Ordinance, Ministry of Agrarian, 

Territorial and Urban Development, México 

His Excellency Rafael Pacchiano Alamán - Minister of Environment and Natural Resources, México 

  

Saturday 10 December 2016 

 

Saturday 10 December 2016 

D E T A I L E D  P R O G R A M M E  

 

D E T A I L E D  P R O G R A M M E  
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10:30 – 11:00 30 min Media Engagement to brief the local and international media ahead 

of the Summit and allow for one-on-one interviews. COP13 Media room VIP 

from the opening ceremony 

Break 
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Session 2: Plenary - The role of subnational governments in the new Global 

Development Agenda 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) were adopted by national governments in 2015. However, SDGs 

are fundamentally relevant to local and subnational actors for implementation enabled through 

vertical and horizontal integration. 

COBÁ 

Chair: Mr. Oliver Hillel – Programme Officer, Sustainable Use, Tourism and Island Biodiversity, Secretariat of the 

Convention on Biological Diversity and Ms. Kobie Brand – Regional Director ICLEI Local governments for 

Sustainability and Global Director of the ICLEI Cities Biodiversity Center 

Mr. Cuauhtémoc Ochoa Fernández - Undersecretary for Environmental Promotion and Regulation, Ministry of 

Environment and Natural Resources (SEMARNAT), México 

Dr. Trevor Sandwith – Director of the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN), Global Protected 

Areas Programme 

Mr. Patrick Beauchesne - Assistant Deputy Minister for Sustainable development and Environment Quality, 

Ministry of Sustainable development, Environment and the Fight against Climate Change, Government of 

Quebec, Canada 

Ms. Amy Fraenkel - Head of Division Mainstreaming, Cooperation & Outreach Support, Secretariat of the 

Convention on Biological Diversity 

His Excellency Maeng Sung-kyu - Vice Governor, Gangwon Provincial Government, Republic of Korea (Host of the 

4th Biodiversity Summit for Cities and Subnational Governments 2014) 

Councilor Cathy Oke - ICLEI Local Governments for Sustainability Global Executive Committee Biodiversity 

Portfolio, Councilor from the City of Melbourne, Australia 
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Session 3: Local and subnational biodiversity conservation in the context of 

global agreements and initiatives 

International agreements and conferences – Local and subnational action for globally strengthened 

Biodiversity priorities 

COBÁ 

Chair:  Mr. Rodrigo Messias - Policy Officer, Network of Regional Governments for Sustainable Development 

(Nrg4SD) 

Ms. Haripriya Gundimeda - President of the International Network  for Urban Biodiversity and Design (URBIO) 

Ms. Li Yanxia - Senior Programme Officer at The International Network for Bamboo and Rattan (INBAR) 



 

 

Off ic ia l  para l le l  event  to the  Convention on Biologica l  Divers ity ’s  13 t h  Conference of  the  Par t ies  

10 –  11  December  2016,  Moon Palace,  Canc ún,  México  

Ms. Penelope Komites - Assistant Mayor in charge of Green Spaces, Nature, Biodiversity and Funerals, Paris, 

France 

Dr. Veronica Arias - Environmental Secretary of Ilustre Municipality of the Metropolitan District of Quito, Ecuador 

Mr. Réal Ménard - Executive committee member in charge of sustainable development, the environment, large 

parks and green spaces, City of Montréal, Canada 

    

13:30 – 14:30 Networking Lunch 

    

13:30 – 14:30 Aichi Prefecture Special Meeting Event – By Invitation only 
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Session 4: Plenary - Interactive panel discussion on financing local biodiversity 

initiatives and new opportunities 

Identifying new opportunities in the financing of biodiversity initiatives and their associated finance 

mechanisms. 

COBÁ 

Chair: Ms. Kobie Brand – Regional Director ICLEI Local governments for Sustainability and Global Director of the 

ICLEI Cities Biodiversity Center 

Dr. Andrew Deutz - Director of International Government Relations at The Nature Conservancy (TNC) 

Dr. Mohamed Bakarr - Lead Environmental Specialist the Global Environment Facility (GEF) Secretariat - 

Programs Unit 

Honorable Claudia Maria Terzi - Minister for Environment, Energy and Sustainable Development, Region 

Lombardy, Italy 
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Session 5A: Planning and development - The role of biodiversity 

Mainstreaming biodiversity into land-use planning and development plans is crucial for climate 

resilience and sustainability in a rapidly urbanising world. 

Contact 

Group 3 

Chair: Councilor Cathy Oke - ICLEI Local Governments for Sustainability Global Executive Committee Biodiversity 

Portfolio, Councilor from the City of Melbourne, Australia 

Prof. Kim Namchoon – Secretary General of the International Network  for Urban Biodiversity and Design 

(URBIO)  

Dr. Frank Michael Oliver Schmidt - Director General of Inter Projects, CONABIO México 

Ms. Darlene Dove Coordinator, Biodiversity and Species at Risk Stewardship, Ontario Ministry of Natural 

Resources and Forestry, Ontario, Canada 
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Mr. Andrew Rudd - Urban Environment Officer at UN –Habitat 

Dr. Lena Chan - Group Director of the National Biodiversity Centre, National Parks Board, Singapore 

Session 5B: Landscape solutions for urban resilience 

Trends in global urbanization, implications for biodiversity and ecosystem services, projected climate 

change impacts and the CBD agenda. 

Contact 

Group 4 

Chair: Ms. Andrea Cruz-Angón - Coordinator Biodiversity Strategies and International Cooperation, CONABIO 

México 

Prof Thomas Elmqvist - Professor in Natural Resource Management at Stockholm Resilience Centre, Stockholm 

University 

Ms. Andrea Erickson-Quiroz - Managing Director for Water Security at The Nature Conservancy (TNC) 

Ms. Patricia Sithebe - Manager of the Department of Parks, Ekurhuleni Metro Municipality, South Africa 

Mr. Martin Gutérrez Lacayo - The Executive Coordinator of The Environmental Commission of the Megalopolis of 

Mexico City (CAMe) 

Session 5C: Nature, urban health and well-being 

With more than half of the world's population already living in cities and further growth expected, the 

health of urban dwellers is crucial to global well-being. 

Contact 

Group 5 

Chair: Ms. Chantal van Ham - EU Programme Manager Nature Based Solutions at the International Union for 

Conservation of Nature (IUCN) 

Mr. Joel Paque - Senior Policy Advisor, Cities at The Nature Conservancy (TNC) 

Dr. Gil (Guillermo) Penalosa - Director and Chair of the Board of 8 80 Cities and President of World Urban Parks 

Mr. Michael Wong - International Union for Conservation of Nature’s (IUCN) World Commission for Protected 

Areas, Vice Chair for North America 

Dr. Balakrishna Pisupati - Head of Biodiversity, Land and Governance Programme with Division of Environmental 

Law and Conventions at United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP) 

Session 5D: Urban natural assets  

The world is urbanizing very rapidly, particularly in areas that are rich in biodiversity. Successful 

management of biodiversity and associated ecosystem services is critical to ensure sustainability and 

climate resilience. 

COBÁ 

Chair: Mr. Takashi Otsuka - Director, ICLEI- Local Governments for Sustainability, Japan Office 

Ms. Mariana Boy Tamborrell - Director General of Environmental Development, Urban and Tourism at the 

Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources (SEMARNAT) México 

Ms. Ellika Hermansson Török - Senior Advisor and Communication Strategist for Swedbio at Stockholm 

Resilience Centre 
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Ms. María Paz Jiménez - Advisor of the National Institute of Housing and Urbanism, Costa Rica 

Ms. Suvarna Chandrappagari - Member Secretary Telanagana State Biodiversity Board, India 

 

 

16:30 – 17:00 Break 
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Session 6A: Cities and regions for forests  

The delicate balance between the productive sectors (agriculture, fisheries, forests, and tourism), 

development and sustainable use of biodiversity and ecosystem services in cities and regions. 

Contact 

Group 3 

Chair:  Mr. Rodrigo Messias - Policy Officer, Network of Regional Governments for Sustainable Development 

(Nrg4SD) 

Ms. Eva Muller – Director, Forestry Policy and Resource Division, Forestry Department, Food and Agriculture 

Organization of the United Nations (FAO) 

Ms. Karen Keenleyside - Climate change Advisor at Parks Canada 

Ms. Li Yanxia - Senior Officer of Global Programmes at the International Network for Bamboo and Rattan 

(INBAR) 

Mr. Alejandro Murat Hinojosa – Oaxaca State Governor, México 

Ms. Martina Muller - International Affairs Advisor, São Paulo State Secretariat for the Environment, Brazil 

Session 6B: Cities and regions for tourism 

The delicate balance between the productive sectors (agriculture, fisheries, forests, and tourism), 

development and sustainable use of biodiversity and ecosystem services in cities and regions. 

Contact 

Group 4 

Chair: Prof Thomas Elmqvist - Professor in Natural Resource Management at Stockholm Resilience Centre, 

Stockholm University 

Mr. Nelson Devanadera - Executive Director, Palawan Council for Sustainable Development, Puerto Princesa City, 

Palawan Province, Philippines 

Councilor Johannes Van Der Merwe – Cape Town, Western Cape, South Africa 

Ms. Marisol Vanegas Pérez – Quintana Roo State Minister of Tourism & Mr. Gonzalo Merediz Alonso - Executive 

Director of Amigos de Sian K´an, Cancún, México 

Mr. Sanghyun Kim - Director of Gangwon Provincial Government, Republic of Korea 

Mr. Roberto Benjamin Cabral Bowling – General Director of Planning, Secretariat of Tourism (SECTUR), México 

Session 6C: Cities and regions for agriculture and fisheries 

The delicate balance between the productive sectors (agriculture, fisheries, forests, and tourism), 

development and sustainable use of biodiversity and ecosystem services in cities and regions. 

Contact 

Group 5 



 

 

Off ic ia l  para l le l  event  to the  Convention on Biologica l  Divers ity ’s  13 t h  Conference of  the  Par t ies  

10 –  11  December  2016,  Moon Palace,  Canc ún,  México  

Chair: Mr. Oliver Hillel – Programme Officer, Sustainable Use, Tourism and Island Biodiversity, Secretariat of the 

Convention on Biological Diversity 

Mr. Einar Topiltzin Contreras - State Minister, Sustainable Development Morelos, México 

Mr. Rhodri Asby - Deputy Director for Environment and Rural Affairs, Government of Wales 

Ms. Kobie Brand – Regional Director ICLEI Local governments for Sustainability and Global Director of the ICLEI 

Cities Biodiversity Center 

Mr. Chan Kinfung - Assistant Director for Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department, Hong Kong  

Mr. Marco Herrera - Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock, Rural Development, Fisheries and Food (SAGARPA), 
México 

Session 6D: Optimal utilisation of ecosystem services through landscape scale 

biodiversity management strategies 

The delicate balance between the productive sectors (agriculture, fisheries, forests, and tourism), 

development and sustainable use of biodiversity and ecosystem services in cities and regions. 

COBÁ 

Chair: Dr. Lena Chan - Group Director of the National Biodiversity Centre, National Parks Board, Singapore 

Mr. Pedro Alvarez Icaza- General Coordinator of Biological Corridors and Resources, CONABIO, México 

Mrs. Helene Roumani – Director, Jerusalem Bioregion Center, Israel 

Mr. Denis Landenbergue - Freshwater Programme Coordinator at WWF International 

Mr. Felipe Marcelino Chumpí – President, Morona Santiago Province, Ecuador  

Mr. João Marcos Bertoldi - Government Manager, State Secretariat for Environment, Water resources, 

Infrastructure, Cities and Metropolitan Affairs of Goias-  SECIMA, Government of Goias (Brazil) 

Mr Humberto Delgado Rosa - Director for Natural Capital, DG Environment, European Commission 

 

18:30 – 20:00 Special event: Signature of the Agreement for a Sustainable Yucatan Peninsula, Mexico. 

Governors of the three Yucatan Peninsula states to make a major announcement on 

combatting deforestation. Campeche, Quintana Roo and Yucatán. (Cocktail function) 
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D A Y  2  

08:00 – 12:00 Registration open for the 5th Global Biodiversity Summit of Cities and Subnational 

Governments.  
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Session 7A: Nations, regions and cities working together 

The horizontal and vertical integration of biodiversity management and conservation at different 

governance levels and across disciplines and sectors. 

Contact Group 3 

Chair: Mr. Rodrigo Messias - Policy Officer, Network of Regional Governments for Sustainable Development 

(Nrg4SD) 

Mr. Hector Cruz Albores - Municipal President of Ocosingo, Chiapas, México 

Ms. Sara Pont Gasau - Head of the Unit for Natural Environment, Government of Catalonia 

Mr. Alexander Boto Bastegieta - Director of Natural Habitat and Environmental Planning, Basque Country 

Government 

Mrs. Carine Bernède - Director of Green spaces and Environment of the City of Paris, France 

Mr. Daniel Hodder - Division Chief, strategies, policies and programs, Great parks and greening, City of Montréal, 

Canada 

Mr. Steve Hounsell – Chair of the Ontario Biodiversity Council, Ontario Canada 

Session 7B: Measuring what we do 

How can cities and subnational governments measure their contributions and achievements in 

biodiversity conservation for sustainability? This session focusses on the need for documenting 

and reporting on biodiversity. 

Contact Group 4 

Chair: Ms. Kobie Brand – Regional Director ICLEI Local governments for Sustainability and Global Director of the 

ICLEI Cities Biodiversity Center 

Mr. Stephen Casselman - Manager, Biodiversity and Species at Risk Protection, Ontario Ministry of Natural 

Resources and Forestry, Ontario Canada. 

Ms. Wendy Yap Hwee Min – Director of International Relations at the  National Biodiversity Centre National Parks 

Board, Singapore 

Ms. Chantal van Ham - EU Programme Manager Nature Based Solutions at the International Union for 

Conservation of Nature (IUCN) 

Ms. Maria Schewenius - Research Coordinator and Project Manager at the Stockholm Resilience Centre (SRC) 

Session 7C: Cities and regions: Drivers for innovation Contact Group 5 

Sunday 11 December 2016 

 

Sunday 11 December 2016 
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The role of cities and regions towards the management and conservation of biodiversity through 

creative and innovative actions and the implications these strategies and actions have for 

sustainability and climate resilience. 

Chair: Jennifer Rae Pierce – urban biodiversity planner and PhD student at the University of British Columbia, 

Vancouver, Canada. 

Mrs. Susanne Nolden - International Affairs and Global Sustainability, City of Bonn, Germany 

Councilor Cathy Oke - The City of Melbourne, Australia and ICLEI Local Governments for Sustainability Global 

Executive Committee Biodiversity Portfolio 

Mr. Felipe Marcelino Chumpí – President, Morona Santiago Province, Ecuador  

Mr. Mohamed Bakarr - Senior Environmental Specialist at the Global Environment Facility (GEF) 

Ms. Julia Wood - Manager: Biodiversity Management at City of Cape Town, South Africa 

 

10:30 – 11:00 Break 
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Session 8: Plenary - Mexico: Leading the NBSAP connect 
Mainstreaming NBSAPs and achieving Aichi Targets 

COBÁ 

Chair: Ms. Andrea Cruz-Angón - Coordinator Biodiversity Strategies and International Cooperation, CONABIO 

México 

Ms. Andrea Cruz-Angón - Coordinator Biodiversity Strategies and International Cooperation, CONABIO México 

Mr. Ariel Rojo – Director of Bioethics and Wildlife, Mexico City, México 

Mr. Eduardo Batllori –State Minister Yucatán, México 

Mr. Alfredo Arellano - State Environmental Minister, Quintana Roo, México 

Mr. Topiltzin Contreras - State Minister, Sustainable Development Morelos, México 

Ms. Karla Gasca - National institute for the development of municipalities, INAFED, Mexico 
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Session 9: Plenary - Interactive panel discussion on financing local biodiversity 

initiatives and new opportunities 

Identifying new opportunities in the financing of biodiversity initiatives and their associated finance 

mechanisms. 

COBÁ 

Chair: Councilor Cathy Oke - ICLEI Local Governments for Sustainability Global Executive Committee Biodiversity 

Portfolio, Councilor from the City of Melbourne, Australia 

Dr. Roberto Troya - Vice President and Regional Director for Latin America and Caribbean, WWF, Quito, Ecuador 

Dr. Bonnie Keeler - Programme Director, The Natural Capital Project, USA 

Ms. Marcia Tambutti – Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (CEPAL) 



 

 

Off ic ia l  para l le l  event  to the  Convention on Biologica l  Divers ity ’s  13 t h  Conference of  the  Par t ies  

10 –  11  December  2016,  Moon Palace,  Canc ún,  México  

13:00 – 14:00 Networking Lunch 
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Session 10: Plenary - New initiatives launched COBÁ 

Chair: Mr. Oliver Hillel – Programme Officer, Sustainable Use, Tourism and Island Biodiversity, Secretariat of the 

Convention on Biological Diversity 

ICLEI, SCBD and Partners: Global Community for local & regional action for nature- Based on the previous Global 

Partnership, this event presents a platform for cities to engage with SCBD, ICLEI and other partners to encourage 

collaboration, coordination and cooperation for joint initiatives. 

TNC & Yucatan Governors: Yucatán Península Governors, México, make an announcement on REDD+ initiative 

Mr. Sean Southey on behalf of the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN), Commission on 

Education and Communication (CEC): Nature for All 

Ms. Pénélope Komitès, Deputy Mayor in charge of Green Spaces, Nature, Biodiversity, and Funeral Affairs, Mairie 

de Paris, France, and Mr. Réal Ménard, Executive Committee member in charge of Sustainable Development, the 

Environment, Large Parks, and Green Spaces, Ville de Montréal, Canada, call upon cities to take action for 

biodiversity, and join them in sharing good practices. 

His Excellency Governor Ohmura Hideaki - Governor of Aichi Prefecture, Japan and representatives: Group of 

Leading Subnational Governments toward Aichi Biodiversity Targets (GoLS to Aichi Targets) 

Nrg4SD and States: Nrg4SD BLP-SNG Launch: Biodiversity Learning Platform for Subnational Governments 

Mr. Cuauhtémoc Ochoa Fernández - Undersecretary of Development and Environmental Regulation, Secretariat 

of Environment and Natural Resources (SEMARNAT) - New Financial Model Of Municipal Systems of Integrated 

Waste Management with a Sustainability Approach 

Ms. Kobie Brand – Regional Director ICLEI Local governments for Sustainability and Global Director of the ICLEI 

Cities Biodiversity Center: Cities in Biodiversity Hotspots (INTERACT_Bio) and the Island Cities Community 

Mr Denis Landenbergue - Freshwater Programme Coordinator at WWF International: Wetland City Accreditation 

of the Ramsar Convention 

MoU signed: ICLEI and World Urban Parks (WUP) 

Ms. Ellika Hermansson Török - Senior Advisor and Communication Strategist for Swedbio at Stockholm Resilience 

Centre and Ms. Thea Buckle - Communication Officer at ICLEI Local Governments for Sustainability and the Cities 

Biodiversity Center (CBC): Thrive - An App to re-connect people with nature 
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Session 11: Closing Plenary 
Mainstreaming NBSAPs and achieving Aichi Targets 

COBÁ 

Chair: Mr. Oliver Hillel – Programme Officer, Sustainable Use, Tourism and Island Biodiversity, Secretariat of the 

Convention on Biological Diversity 

Mr. Alfredo Arellano - State Environmental Minister, Quintana Roo, México  

Mr. Braulio Ferreira de Souza Dias – Executive Secretary of the Convention on Biological Diversity (SCBD)  

Dr. José Sarukhán - CONABIO,  México  

Councilor Cathy Oke - ICLEI Local Governments for Sustainability Global Executive Committee Biodiversity 

Portfolio, Councilor from the City of Melbourne, Australia 
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17:00 Official photo of the event: Photo with all the participants of the Summit, including 

ministers, CBD, ICLEI, ANAAE, 

17:00 – 18:00 Opportunity to sign up to new initiatives and events profiled during the Summit. 

 


