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The 6th Global Biodiversity Summit of Local and Subnational Governments will gather governors, 

mayors and other subnational government leaders from around the world to engage directly with 

national leaders and their key stakeholders during the 14th Conference of the Parties of the 

Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD COP 14).  Engagements will focus on city and state level actions 

to mainstream biodiversity solutions into the new global developmental framework.  

This Summit builds on the Quintana Roo Communiqué on Mainstreaming Local and Subnational Biodiversity 

Action, which was welcomed by the High Level Segment of the CBD COP 13 in Cancun, Mexico, in December 2016. The 

overall goal of the Summit is to accelerate efforts and further mobilize local and subnational action towards 

achieving global biodiversity targets; and to provide a platform for assessing the needs and constraints to 

moving beyond the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020 at the subnational level. 

Mainstreaming biodiversity into planning processes and economic sectors will be an important item of the CBD 

COP 14 agenda, and the Summit will link closely with, and promote these mainstreaming themes, throughout 

the program.  

The high level Summit roundtables focus specifically on mainstreaming biodiversity at local and subnational 

level into sustainable energy solutions; infrastructure; and health. Participation in these roundtables is by 

invitation and they are co-hosted by subnational leaders (mayors/governors) alongside ICLEI, the Network for 

Regional Governments for Sustainable Development (nrg4SD) and the Secretariat of the Convention on 

Biological Diversity (SCBD). 

 

A range of cross-cutting issues are addressed under the overarching mainstreaming themes in focus 

sessions. These include: 

 coordination and vertical alignment of biodiversity strategies and action plans across levels of government; 

 mainstreaming subnational action through networks and institutional mobilization;  

 emerging trends and innovations; 

 engaging regional players, such as European Union Committee of Regions, on the contribution of local and 

regional authorities towards the post-2020 Biodiversity Framework; and 

 moving from global decisions to local actions to profile the main initiatives and projects that drive local and 

subnational action towards the attainment of the Aichi Biodiversity Targets. 

The key Summit outcomes will include a communique/declaration on the local and subnational government 

constituency’s ambition for the post-2020 Biodiversity Framework to be presented at the CBD COP 14 Plenary; 

announcement of new projects and initiatives; strengthened networks and partnerships; and a clear roadmap 

of action for local and subnational governments towards CBD COP 15 and the post-2020 Biodiversity 

Framework.  
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Message from the Minister of Environment, Egypt 

"The importance of this 6th Global Biodiversity Summit of Cities and 

Subnational Governments arises from the need to bring nature and its 

many benefits back into our cities. The world is urbanizing, but 

everywhere we find that, while cities now support our people, nature still 

supports cities. This means it is critical that we protect our biodiversity, 

while seeking solutions in nature, to build prosperous, safe and 

sustainable societies for the future."   

Her Excellency Dr. Yasmine Fouad  

Minister of Environment 

Ministry of 
Environment 

Message from the Governor of South Sinai, Egypt 

"On behalf of the Governorate of South Sinai, and together with our 

partners, CBD, ICLEI and nrg4SD, it is my great pleasure to welcome you 

all. I welcome you to the City of Peace, Sharm el-Sheikh, and to a 

Governorate of unique biodiversity, at the crossroad of continents. In our 

land, as in yours, biodiversity is a special concern - from the precious 

biodiversity of our coral reefs, to the rare birds, animals and medicinal 

plants of our mountains and oases. Here, at the cradle of civilization, the 

annual gift of the Nile has shown us for thousands of years how deeply 

cities and regions depend on nature."     

His Excellency Khaled Fouda  

Governor of South Sinai 
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Message from the First Vice President of ICLEI  

“ICLEI is proud to be convening the Global Biodiversity Summit of Local 

and Subnational Governments for the sixth time, in collaboration with 

the Secretariat of the CBD, and this year in partnership with nrg4SD and 

host country, Egypt. It is encouraging to see the growing global 

community of cities, regions, CBD Parties and a wide range of other 

actors strengthening their collaboration around actions to mainstream 

biodiversity and nature-based solutions, through this important biennial 

platform.”  

Dr. Cathy Oke 

First Vice President, ICLEI 
Presidium and Councilor, City of 

Melbourne, Australia  

 

Message from the nrg4SD President for the North 

"It is our great pleasure to co-host the 6th Global Summit of Local and 

Subnational Governments, in collaboration with the SCBD and ICLEI. The 

Summit reinforces the commitment of subnational governments to 

biodiversity global targets and serves as a catalyst for the urgent 

realization of a multi-level global alliance aimed at accelerating efforts to 

2020 and beyond. The nrg4SD contributes to the event 

with the Subnational Coalition for Biodiversity Action - an inspiring 

proposal that establishes a specific framework of nature action between 

Parties and subnational authorities towards COP 15, China 2020.”   

Her Excellency Joke Schauvliege 

Minister for Environment, Nature 
and Agriculture, Government of 

Flanders, Belgium  

Message from the Executive Secretary of the Secretariat 

of the UN CBD 

“For the past ten years, Parties to the UN Convention on Biological 

Diversity have recognized and encouraged the important contribution of 

local and subnational governments to the objectives of the Convention. 

Goals such as assuring ecological connectivity, providing positive 

incentives for sustainable land use, and promoting natural solutions for 

urban-rural linkages are ideally addressed at the subnational level. The 

6th Global Biodiversity Summit of Local and Subnational Governments 

will be instrumental to that end, steering actions towards integrating 

nature into our everyday life, at the levels where it matters the most: 

landscapes, ecosystems and cities. I 

welcome the work of the Summit and the 

launch of new commitments in support of 

the global biodiversity agenda up to 2020 

and beyond.” 

Dr. Cristiana Paşca Palmer 

Executive Secretary of the 
Secretariat of the Convention on 

Biological Diversity  
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Thursday, 22 November 2018: Pre-Summit Day  

18:00 - 21:00 High level briefing for subnational and local leaders  
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Friday, 23 November 2018: Day 1  

08:00 - 18:30 Registration open 

09:30 - 12:30 High level segment: Parallel roundtables (closed) 

Roundtable 1 
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Friday, 23 November 2018: Day 1  

08:00 - 18:30 Registration open 

09:30 - 12:30 High level segment: Parallel roundtables (closed) 

Roundtable 2 
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Friday, 23 November 2018: Day 1  

08:00 - 18:30 Registration open 

09:30 - 12:30 High level segment: Parallel roundtables (closed) 

Roundtable 3 
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15:30 - 16:00 Coffee break  
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Parallel focus sessions A  

Focus session 1  

 

 

Focus session 2  
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Parallel focus sessions A  

Focus session 3  

 

 

F
S

 3
: 

E
l 

S
a

la
m

, 
2

3
 N

o
v

, 
1

6
:0

0
  

- 
1

8
:3

0
 

18:30 - 19:00 Group photo  

 

19:30 - 21:30 Welcome reception to be hosted by the Egyptian Government  
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Saturday, 24 November 2018: Day 2  

Focus session 4 
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 Focus session 5 

 

11:30 - 12:00 Coffee break  
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Parallel Focus sessions B 

Focus session 6 
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Focus session 7  

 

 

13:30 - 14:30  Lunch break  
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Focus session 8 
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Focus session 9 
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Closing plenary
 

C
L

O
S

IN
G

 P
L

E
N

A
R

Y
: 

2
4

 N
o

v
 2

0
1

8
, 

1
7

:0
0

 -
 1

8
:0

0
  

V
e

n
u

e
: 

C
a

p
it

a
l 

p
le

n
a

ry
 h

a
ll

 

 

13 


